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Concluding Remarks4.21 
While greater interoperability and interaction among national transport

systems has a very important potential role in increasing trade and investment flows in
the Asia-Pacific region to the mutual benefit of all countries, it must be clearly
recognized that some of these countries also differ significantly from others with
respect to their present state ofsoclal and economic development, as reflected in large
variations in the technical and operational standards of their respective transport
systems. The differences in present social and economic conditions result in the
adoption of different development priorities. Inadequate access to technical,
institutional and economic resources limits some countries' ability to raise the
standards of their transport systems to an internationally acceptable level in the short
to the medium term. The individual countries may also have specific concerns about
the social and economic effects of further opening up their societies and economies to
the outside world through a more efficient international transport interface.
Perceptions about how to strike a balance between national objectives in terms of
security, safety, environment, fiscal interests etc., on the one hand, and the needs of
international transport, on the other, also vary from one country to another. In order to
develop a common and shared approach to international land routes in the region, the
above-noted differences among countries and their concerns would need to be taken
into account. This is a very challenging task, which can be accomplished only
through a step-by-step approach based on mutual cooperation and understanding.

4.22 The purpose of the present review has been to direct attention to some of the
experiences in Asia and other regions with respect to the development of international
land transport routes, and to highlight the need of developing and formalizing ESCAP
Agreements on AH and TAR networks. In the process of discussing various technical,
legal and administrative issues that need to be taken into account in formalizing AH
and TAR networks, attention has also been drawn to various international agreements
and conventions that deal specifically with these issues. The review suggests that
there is a substantial body of relevant experiences to draw upon with respect to the
development of land routes in the region. It is expected that this review would
facilitate a more informed exchange of ideas and discussion among the ESCAP
Member Countries on the importance of such Agreements, as well as help set in
motion a regionally coordinated process of identifying the appropriate contents and
formats af such Agreements.


