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Statement by the Hon'ble Dr. Rabindra Kumar Shakya, Vice

Chairman, National Planning Commission at the Ministerial 

Conference on Regional Economic Cooperation and Integration in 

Asia and the Pacific Region, 

(December 17-20, 2013, Bangkok, Thailand) 

Mr. Chairman 

Hon'ble Ministers 

Her Excellency Dr. Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Secretary, UNESCAP 

Excellences 

Distinguished Delegates 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

1. First of all, on behalf of my delegation and on my own, I would like to extend 

my sincere congratulations to you Mr. Chairman on your election to the 

Chair. I am confident that under your able leadership, we would be able to 

conclude, what the Distinguished Executive Secretary Dr. Noeleen Heyzer, 

rightly pointed out as "historic and defining", this Regional Conference 

successfully. 

2. My delegation is thankful to Her Excellency Executive Secretary and her 

team for organizing this important meeting as well as for preparing very 

insightful and well-balanced documents, highlighting basic issues for regional 

integration and the promotion of regional cooperation. 

Mr. Chairman and Distinguished Delegates 

3. Regional economic cooperation and integration has become increasingly 

important after the global economic crisis. In this context, the ESCAP 
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initiation on regional economic cooperation and integration and 

comprehensive view of regional economic integration based on four pillars. 

These are (an integrated market; seamless connectivity; financial 

cooperation; and addressing shared vulnerabilities and risks) all highly 

relevant and timely. We also heard from the distinguished panellists how 

each of the issues need to be considered and dealt with at the regional level 

in order to insulate our respective economies from all the emerging negative 

impacts. 

4. In the present era of globalization, there is an urgent need of a broader 

integrated market, further cooperation in the areas of connectivity, finance, 

and addressing shared vulnerabilities and risks in Asia and the Pacific. For 

this to happen, we need to have deepening and broadening cooperation on 

among the countries of this region. Moreover, seamless connectivity is 

critically important for regional economic integration. We also view that 

seamless connectivity requires the development of efficient transport, energy 

and information and communications technology (ICT) networks through 

improvements in trade, transport facilitation and infrastructure development 

such as land and river transports in case of landlocked developing countries. 

5. The world is facing newer challenges related to food security, energy and 

economic crises and climate change. We believe, the regional co-operation 

and increased connectivity in this region will greatly benefit to achieve MDGs 

and inclusive development agenda. 

Mr. Chairman and Distinguished Delegates 

6. As LDCs are the weakest and most vulnerable part of the global 

community which constitute a large section of global population. Therefore, 

we cannot imagine a healthy, happy and prosperous global society without 

improving their quality of life. Poverty reduction, improving health conditions, 

attaining employment centric growth, enhancing development of human 
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education and skills, reducing all forms of inequalities and discriminations are 

still major challenges of the LDCs. 

Mr. Chairman and Distinguished Delegates 

7. The greenhouse gas emission, bio-diversity loss, and nitrogen and 

phosphorous overuse coupled with the decreasing availability of fresh water 

and increased· land degradation, global warming and deforestation have 

added further problems. LDCs are more vulnerable to the negative impacts of 

climate change and disaster risk on production and productivity of agriculture 

and other related sectors, and sustainable livelihood of the people. 

Therefore, it is urgent to mitigate these risks and vulnerabilities in order to 

safeguard sustainable peace and development gains achieved so far. More 

funds, technology transfer, and exchange of knowhow through regional 

cooperation are urgently needed to address the requirement of climate 

change adaptation and mitigation and disaster risk reduction. 

8. We believe that the Secretariat can assist the member countries by 

sharing information on what policy measures the member countries of the 

region are undertaking to exploit opportunities for mutually beneficial regional 

integration as well as best practices in this regard. 

Mr. Chairman and Distinguished Delegates 

9. Nepal, also being a landlocked Country, is facing additional challenges. 

Landlocked situation and mountain terrains have additional implications for 

development, making it costlier. 

10. Pervasive poverty still continues to remain a major development problem. 

We have been facing the problem of high level of malnutrition and hunger, 

particularly in rural areas. In this backdrop, we concur that one way for 

regional response to the problems of food security could be through pooling 

sources for joint research for enhancing agriculture productivity and adopting 

social protection measures to improve access to food, and health and 
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sanitation measures to enhance food utilization. Further, investments in 

education, health services, social protection, and basic infrastructure are still 

need to be increased. 

11. Nepal is a net importer of petroleum products. Power shortage still hitting 

the country hard. But we have high potentials for producing hydro-electricity. 

The efficient use of hydro-electricity potentiality could be used and promoted 

not only for meeting the domestic energy requirement but also the 

requirement of the neighbouring countries through construction of power 

grids. The energy trade would be beneficial in fulfilling energy requirement 

and enhancing energy security in this region as well. Therefore, we need to 

invest in this energy sector and that is why Nepal has given top priority to the 

hydro and other alternative energies in the current periodic Plan. 

12. Nepal has set the long-term vision to graduate from the status of LDCs to 

a developing country by 2022. This long-term vision has guided the current 

Thirteenth Plan (2013-16) Approach Paper. The Current Plan has targeted to 

reducing poverty level from the present 23.8 percent to 18 percent by the end 

of the Plan period. Nepal is also committed to translate into action the 

international agreements it has entered into. 

13. Nepal has successfully held historic Constituent Assembly election on 

November 19, 2013. Currently, Nepal is on the way towards a fundamental 

transformation in economic, social and political areas after a decade long 

conflict. Despite political instability, Nepal has been able to achieve 

noteworthy progresses in some major targets of MDGs such as poverty 

reduction, reduction in stunting of children under five years of age, reduction 

in infant and child, maternal mortality rates and achieving gender parity in 

primary school enrolment and others. However, other environmental, social, 

economic and institutional challenges still remain to be overcome. 

14. We also believe that regional complementarities need to be further 

explored and exploited to strengthened economic linkages among the 

member countries in view of the growing markets for a wide range of products 

and services. In this backdrop, formulating a long term vision incorporating 
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key elements necessary for the regional integration of an economic 

community would be a good start, the sooner, the better. But while designing 

the regional integration mechanism we should also consider the pace of 

regional integration as well as its possible impact on the small economies of 

this region. 

Mr. Chairman, and Distinguished Delegates, 

15. We believe the proposal of establishing an annual consultative forum of 

sub-regional groupings of Asia and the Pacific countries, with sectoral groups 

to discuss specific issues merit consideration. We also recognize the 

importance of trade facilitation measures for promoting intraregional trade 

including a regional investment promotion activities and the need for 

correcting demand and supply mismatches in skills in migration flows in view 

of the critical development role that remittances play. 

16. Likewise, the establishment of Asian Infrastructure financial institution, the 

translation into Hunger-free Asia-Pacific by 2025, regional and Trans 

boundary cooperation in developing strategies for prevention and 

preparedness for and recovery from disaster are areas, among others, that 

need to be considered. Nepal being a member of LDCs and a LLDCs, 

requests that their problems and prospects be given serious consideration at 

the international/regional levels programs. 

Mr. Chairman and Distinguished Delegates 

15. To conclude, I would like remind ourselves that we have gathered here to 

help shape our future destiny. What we decide in our deliberations will 

have their far reaching implications for all of us and would have a deep 

impact on the future course of action. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 




