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A t the December Climate Summit in Paris (COP21), 195 nations reached a landmark accord. For the first 
time, every country in the world has pledged to curb their emissions, strengthened resilience and acted 
internationally and domestically to address climate change. 

Given Asia and the Pacific’s position as the anchor of global economic growth, its contribution to global greenhouse 
gas emissions and the high vulnerability of many Asia-Pacific nations to climate change, many countries in the region 
have already taken steps to lead on climate action. Speaking during COP21, the United Nations Under-Secretary-
General and Executive Secretary of ESCAP, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar urged regional leaders to further accelerate this 
environmental stewardship.

“The future of our region, and indeed of our planet, depends on Asia and the Pacific mobilizing its skills and resources 
to find sustainable climate solutions,” said Dr. Akhtar.

The region is home to six of the top 10 emitters in the world - China, India, Russia, Japan, Indonesia and Iran – which 
account for about 43 per cent of global emissions. At the other extreme, of the 49 member countries of ESCAP, 43 
have a light climate footprint, cumulatively contributing only 10 per cent to global emissions. For these countries, 
notably least developed countries, Pacific islands and low-lying states, vulnerability to climate-related natural disasters 
will grow with climate change.

Of the top six Asian emitters, fossil fuel-based energy is responsible for approximately 80 per cent of their collective 
emissions, with emissions from industrial processes, agriculture and waste playing a lesser role.  Dr. Akhtar highlighted 
that mitigating the emissions of these countries will require multiple actions, key among which is a switch from fossil 
fuels to renewable energy sources.

To support these practical policy measures and implementation of the new 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
ESCAP has created a new Committee on Energy and strengthened its intergovernmental processes and capacities 
in finance as well as in science, technology and innovation (STI). Partnerships in STI will facilitate solutions at scale, 
which will have positive spillovers for the wider Asia-Pacific region and indeed the world.   

Climate finance has been a key element of ESCAP’s work on wider financing for development in 2015. Public and 
private financing will be critical to fund environmental policy options, from reforming tax and charge structures, to 
pricing pollution, changing legislation and standards to be more stringent and to complement price based instruments, 
as well as investing in technology and green infrastructure to control emissions of public transport and power 
generation.

Subnational transformations will also be vital – given that cities now generate 80 percent of global GDP and are 
responsible for about 70 per cent of energy consumption and energy-related emissions. “As the region’s urban 
population is expected to reach 3.2 billion by 2050, there is an opportunity to pioneer low carbon cities with energy 
efficient buildings, innovative urban planning and efficient transportation systems,” explained Dr. Akhtar.  

“There is a clear need to switch from coal to renewables and to promote cleaner coal technologies, as coal still 
accounts for 55 per cent of electricity generation in the Asia-Pacific. In adopting clean energy alternatives countries 
are also addressing the scourge of air pollution, which has emerged as a grim reality for many city dwellers across 
the region.” Dr. Akhtar added that the steep growth in energy demand in the Asia-Pacific region means that: “More 
will need to be done to increase the overall penetration of renewable energy in the coming decades and collective 
and concerted actions will be critical to addressing the problem at its source.”

The victory in Paris caps a historic year. From the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, to the Addis Ababa 
Action Agenda on Financing for Development, from the historic Sustainable Development Summit in New York to 
the climate conference in Paris, this has been a year in which ESCAP, through its intergovernmental platform, has 
provided opportunities for the region to lead the way in ending poverty, transforming lives and protecting the planet.

For more visit: http://www.unescap.org/resources/climate-finance-asia-pacific-trends-and-innovative-approaches 
http://www.unescap.org/executive-secretary/speeches 
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The third Advisory Note on El Niño for Asia-
Pacific countries, issued jointly by ESCAP 
and the Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard 
Early Warning System for Africa and Asia 
(RIMES), warns that the current El Nino 
event is likely to be one of the strongest since 

1997-1998 and will persist into the second quarter of 2016.

The current 2015-2016 El Niño began with mild and 
localised conditions in the Pacific in late 2014 and has 
now intensified to cover a large swath of Asia and the 
Pacific. The result is that the impact of the current El Niño 
is likely to become even more severe in certain locations, 
such as central and southern India, central and northeast 
Thailand, the central and southern Philippines, the uplands 
of Cambodia, eastern Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and 
many other Pacific island countries.

The Advisory Note highlights that the reduced rainfall is 
already impacting agriculture in several countries, causing 
a loss of income and reducing the coping capacity of those 

affected– especially in Timor-Leste, Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and Fiji. Papua New Guinea, 
among many other Pacific island countries, has been 
experiencing a serious drought over the past several 
months affecting 2.4 million people alone. The Advisory 
Note warns that as the El Niño intensifies over December 
2015 to early 2016, continued drought conditions and water 
shortages may loom over an estimated 4.7 million people 
in the Pacific islands.

As El Niño is a complex phenomenon, it is also likely to be 
linked with severe flooding in southern India and northern 
Sri Lanka. This follows previous Advisory Note forecasts 
of excessive El Niño induced rainfall in this region, which is 
also expected to continue into early 2016.

For more visit: 
http://www.unescap.org/resources/el-nino-20152016-
impact-outlook-and-policy-implications

Current El Niño event 
strongest since 1998 
to continue this year

CLIMATE 

"AS THE EL NINO INTENSIFIES FROM 

DECEMBER 2015 TO EARLY 2016, CONTINUED 

DROUGHT CONDITIONS AND WATER 

SHORTAGES MAY LOOM OVER  AN ESTIMATED 

4.7 MILLION PEOPLE IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS."

Over land, by air and by sea, 
the people of Asia and the 
Pacific are on the move 
– this is the finding of the 
forthcoming Asia-Pacific 
Migrat ion Report,  the 

result of research conducted by ESCAP and 
the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM). The report shows more than 59 million 
migrants lived in receiving countries of the 
Asia-Pacific region in 2013, while the number 
of people migrating from countries of the 
region has doubled since 1990, reaching 
more than 95 million. Their destinations vary, 
but include countries such as Singapore, 
Thailand, Malaysia, the Russian Federation 
and Kazakhstan, as well as countries further 
afield in the Middle East, Europe and North 
America. 

MIGRATION

Migrants shaping Asia and the Pacific 
– if we let them

"AS WE BEGIN TO 

IMPLEMENT THE 

2030 AGENDA  FOR 

SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT, 

LET US UNITE IN 

TRANSFORMING OUR 

COMMITMENTS INTO 

ACTION."

The factors underlying these mass movements 
of men, women and children vary. Many migrant 
workers leave home to seek jobs or higher 
wages in the growing economies of South-
East Asia or the oil-rich countries of the Middle 
East. Others are refugees fleeing violence and 
persecution, stateless people trying to find dignity 
and recognition, or students hoping to access 
educational opportunities not available in their 
own countries. 

Commemorating International Migrants Day on 
18 December, United Nations Under-Secretary-
General and Executive Secretary of ESCAP 
Dr. Shamshad Akhtar said we should use this 
opportunity to recognize, celebrate and facilitate 
the contribution that migrants make to the 
development of countries in Asia and the Pacific. 
“Let us go further, and reject the stereotypes, 

embrace the evidence, and take the necessary 
steps to maximize this contribution and 
prevent negative impacts,” said Dr. Akhtar. 
“In particular, we should lend our support to 
meeting the challenge set in the new Sustainable 
Development Goals: to build a new migration 
system that enables people to move safely and 
prevents abuse for the benefit of all.”

For more visit:
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/social-
development/international-migration
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ECONOMIC GROWTH

Asia and the Pacific remains the 
most dynamic region of the 
global economy but growth in 
regional trade and investment 
flows is slowing, according to 
ESCAP’s latest regional trade 

and investment outlook report.

The 2015 Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment 
Report  emphasizes that countries need to 
adjust to both cyclical and structural changes, 
especially in light of the global slowdown and 
an expected reduction in China’s growth rate.

Total exports and imports from the region grew 
by only 1.6 per cent in 2014, however, when 
excluding China from the regional total, exports 
from the Asia-Pacific region registered a decline 
of 0.4 per cent according to the Asia-Pacific 
Trade and Investment Report 2015 ESCAP’s 
annual flagship publication. The continued 
sluggish pace of trade and investment growth 
in the region is impacting the prospects of a 
merchandise trade recovery in the near-term. 
Despite this, the Asia-Pacific region stands out 
for its significant and sustained achievements 

in leveraging trade and investment flows for 
development.

At the launch in Bangkok, United Nations Under-
Secretary-General and ESCAP Executive 
Secretary Dr. Shamshad Akhtar emphasized 
the importance of reviving trade and investment 
flows at a time when Member States have 
recently endorsed the centrality of trade and 
investment, as critical means of implementation 
for the new Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Dr. Akhtar also called on regional 
policymakers to enhance competitiveness 
in order to promote inward investment and 
technology. 

For a full copy of the report visit: 
http://www.unescap.org/resources/asia-pacific-
trade-and-investment-report-2015-supporting-
participation-value-chains

Latest regional outlook shows trade is slowing 
as economies adjust to lower global growth

Rethinking economic growth strategies to support 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

"COUNTRIES NEED TO 

ADJUST  TO BOTH CYCLICAL 

AND STRUCTURAL CHANGES, 

ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF THE 

GLOBAL SLOWDOWN  AND AN 

EXPECTED REDUCTION  IN 

CHINA’S GROWTH RATE."

Senior representatives from over 30 Asia-Pacific 
countries called for a rethink of economic 
growth strategies and policies in support of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
during the third session of the Committee on 
Macroeconomic Policy, Poverty Reduction and 

Inclusive Development held from 1 to 3 December.

Convened biannually by ESCAP, the Committee was opened 
by Dr. Yuba Raj Khatiwada, Vice-Chairman of National Planning 
Commission of Nepal, Dr Azeema Adam, Central Bank Governor 
of Maldives and Mr. Shamyrat Mustafayev, Deputy Minister of 
Economy and Development of Turkmenistan.

The Committee reflected on the economic growth strategies of 
the Asia-Pacific region, with a focus on enhancing productivity in 
the context of implementing and supporting the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. It also generated broad consensus 
among Member States on the importance of strengthening 

regional financial cooperation and supporting least developed 
and landlocked developing countries (LDCs and LLDCs) and small 
island states (SIDS). In particular, the Committee expressed its 
intentions to further explore the possibility of establishing an Asia-
Pacific forum for cooperation in tax matters to support sustainable 
development. 

Adequate, stable and long-term finance should be mobilized 
and realigned to achieve the objectives of the 2030 Agenda, 
the Committee stressed. It also noted that policy should 
include strengthening domestic revenues, particularly through 
improvements in tax policy and administration, and the 
development of domestic capital markets and institutional 
investors. 

For more visit: 
http://www.unescap.org/events/committee-macroeconomic-
policy-poverty-reduction-and-inclusive-development-third-
session

"THE COMMITTEE STRESSED 

THAT ADEQUATE, STABLE AND 

LONG-TERM FINANCE SHOULD 

BE MOBILIZED AND REALIGNED 

TO ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVES 

OF THE 2030 AGENDA FOR 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT."
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PARTNERSHIPSDG IMPLEMENTATION

New policymaking tools needed 
to implement Sustainable 
Development Goals

How will countries integrate social and environmental indicators into 
traditional macroeconomic monitoring and policy analysis frameworks 
to advance implementation of the 17 new Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) in the region? This was the key question deliberated by 
21 Asia-Pacific countries at an innovative macroeconomic modelling 

workshop convened by ESCAP last month.

The workshop concluded that most developing countries are already working on 
preliminary SDG indicator frameworks and that least developed countries (LDCs), 
landlocked developing countries (LLDCs), and small island developing states 
(SIDS), will require substantial financial and technical assistance to develop the 
required national modelling capacities.

Given the comprehensive scope of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and capacity gaps in modelling across countries, closer regional cooperation and 
stronger capacity support from development partners will be both necessary and 
urgent.

Participants characterised the workshop as an “ahead-of-the-curve” initiative by 
ESCAP to harness regional partnerships for the modelling frameworks required 
for effective implementation of the transformative 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.

The deliberations highlighted the importance of developing quantitative, modelling 
frameworks at the national level, which can integrate the three pillars of sustainable 
development. It was acknowledged that this will be a multidisciplinary task, involving 
economic, social development and environmental experts, and will require timely, 
consistent and high-quality data.

The workshop revealed a high demand for technical, data and capacity support in 
macroeconomic and sustainable development modelling. Participants also urged 
ESCAP to support the transfer of expertise to help build national modelling capacities.

For more visit: 
http://www.unescap.org/events/workshop-macroeconomic-modelling-asia-and-
pacific 
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ESCAP marked the 2015 
International Day of Persons 
w i th  D isab i l i t i es  on  3 
December with the launch a 
new publication and a newly 
improved and relocated 

Accessibility Centre. This year’s  theme was 
‘Inclusion matters: access and empowerment 
of people of all abilities,’ to help raise awareness 
about the many barriers faced by more than 
one billion persons who live with disabilities 
around the world – 650 million of whom live in 
the Asia-Pacific region.

ESCAP’s new publication, Disability Inclusive 
Meetings: An Operational Guide provides 
meeting organizers with step-by-step, 
comprehensive advice for the planning of 
disability-inclusive meetings. The Guide builds 
on the Incheon Strategy goals to promote 
the participation of persons with disabilities 
in decision-making processes and to 
enhance the accessibility of both the physical 
environment and knowledge, information and 
communication services. 

Crucially, the Guide reaffirms that meetings 
across all themes are enriched by the full and 
equal participation of persons with disabilities. 
The Guide is available in PDF, DAISY, Express, 

EPUB, EPUB for web and braille formats.

ESCAP is also pleased to announce the 
relocation of its newly improved Accessibility 
Centre, at the United Nations Conference 
Centre in Bangkok. ESCAP has launched the 
integration of a new, interactive touchscreen 
platform, featuring videos that welcome 
visitors to the Accessibility Centre, and 
inform them about the function of each of its 
assistive devices. The platform also features 
video statements from United Nations Under-
Secretary General and Executive Secretary of 
ESCAP Dr. Shamshad Akhtar and the Minister 
of Health and Welfare of the Government of the 
Republic of Korea.

For more visit: 
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/social-
development/disability

"INCLUSION MATTERS: ACCESS AND 

EMPOWERMENT FOR PEOPLE OF 

ALL  ABILITIES."

Celebrating 2015 International Day of Persons with Disabilities

ESCAP-SCO partnership to strengthen 
sustainable development in Central Asia

ESCAP and the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) have signed a 
new agreement to promote regional 
cooperation for economic and social 
development and support joint efforts 

in implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development for its members on the sidelines 
of the 14th Meeting of the Council of Heads of 
Government of SCO, held in China in December.

The SCO summit focused specifically on 
combatting security threats, promoting economic 
activity and growth, regional connectivity, 
innovative financing mechanisms, regional trade 
cooperation, as well as the well-being of peoples.

SCO leaders noted, in their Joint Communique, 
that the world economy is still recovering after 
the global crisis and that this process has not 
yet stabilized. With global demand in decline, 
the rate of international trade and investment 
has also slowed down, and additional negative 
influences on the world economy are posed 
by  threats pertaining to terrorism, natural 
disasters, environmental degradation and 
the spread of dangerous infectious diseases. 

The six Member States of SCO, China, Russia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan & Uzbekistan, 
which are also members of ESCAP, have 
committed to work with ESCAP to specifically 
promote trade and investment, transport, energy 
and information and communications technology 
connectivity. Key modes of cooperation under the 
Memorandum of Understanding, which was signed 
on 15 December and extends the agreement 
until 2020, include holding expert consultations, 
information sharing, exchanging publications and 
other materials, and holding regular meetings to 
review the implementation of joint activities and 
discuss future areas of collaboration.

ESCAP has been working with SCO since 2008 
to foster economic integration and accelerate 
connectivity to address persistent and emerging 
cross-border development challenges for the 
latter’s member countries, many of which are 
landlocked. ESCAP played a key role in helping 
SCO negotiate the Road Transport Facilitation 
Agreement signed in September 2014. 

For more visit: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/
unitednationsescap/sets/72157660613370764
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IMPROVING STATISTICS

Over the next two years, the Statistical Institute for Asia and 
the Pacific (SIAP) will focus its capacity-building efforts 
on increasing the availability of data for the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) indicators, including the use 
of new data sources, following endorsement of its 2016-17 
work programme and financial plan by the SIAP Governing 

Council on 1 December in Chiba, Japan. 

During the Eleventh Session of the Governing Council, member countries 
also participated in a roundtable discussion on how to use statistical capacity 
development for monitoring the SDGs. The roundtable concluded that SIAP 
will provide leadership in statistical capacity development for producing data 
and statistics for the SDGs in Asia and the Pacific.

Since 1970, the institute has helped develop capacity-building for officials to 
collect, analyze and disseminate statistics as well as to produce timely and 
high-quality statistics that can be utilized for economic and social development 
planning. 

For more visit: http://www.unsiap.or.jp/ 

Increasing quality data sources to meet demands of 
new Sustainable Development Goals 

LEVERAGING ICT

The newly adopted 2030 Sustainable 
Development Agenda was high on the 
agenda at the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Asian and Pacific Training Centre for 
Information and Communication Technology 
for Development (UN-APCICT), during its Tenth 

Session in Incheon, Republic of Korea on 3 December. 

This session brought together the Council’s nine members 
from Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, the 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and the Republic of Korea, 
to review the progress and accomplishments of the Centre, 
as well as its administrative and financial status since the last 
Council meeting in 2014. The meeting provided an opportunity 
for Council members to strengthen and align APCICT’s 

programmes in support of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) in Asia-Pacific.

United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive 
Secretary of ESCAP, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, in her video 
message, noted that the Governing Council’s strategic 
guidance and advice in strengthening the Centre’s 
programmes will be instrumental to the region’s success 
in leveraging ICT for inclusive, resilient and sustainable 
development. 

Ms. Chitranganie Mubarak, Chairperson, Technology Agency 
(ICTA) of Sri Lanka said: “APCICT has been playing a vital role 
in strengthening ICT, human and institutional capacities in the 
Asia and Pacific region. We look forward to the Centre’s efforts 

to enhance and expand its capacity building programmes in 
alignment with the Sustainable Development Goals.

This year’s session coincided with the 2015 Regional 
Dialogue on ICTD Capacity Building for Inclusive, Resilient 
and Sustainable Development, and Annual Partners Meeting. 
This dialogue focused on the role of ICT in contributing to the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

For more visit: 
http://www.unapcict.org

Spotlight on SDGs at UN APCICT’s Governing Council in Incheon

Shutterstock Photo/Aleksandar Todorovic

Shutterstock Photo/Siwabud Veerapaisarn

Shutterstock Photo/chungkingShutterstock Photo/Boris Stroujko

http://www.unsiap.or.jp/
http://www.unapcict.org


January2016 Newsletter

Recognizing the enabling 
role of ICT in achieving 
t he  new ly  adop ted 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), the United 
N a t i o n s  A s i a n  a n d 

Pacific Training Centre for Information 
and Communication Technology for 
Development (UN-APCICT) organized 
a Regional Dialogue on ICTD Capacity 
Building for Inclusive, Resilient and 
Sustainable Development and Annual 
Partners Meeting from 1 to 4 December in 
Incheon, Republic of Korea. The meeting 
examined how ICT can support the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Over 100 representatives from government, 
academia, civil society and private  
sector from 32 countries in  Asia and the 
Pacific gathered together for four days 
and exchanged ideas on how ICTD 

human capacity building programmes 
should evolve for inclusive, resilient, and 
sustainable development. The meeting 
provided a platform for regional dialogue 
on how emerging technologies can be 
leveraged for good governance and public 
service delivery. 

The forum also examined how ICT and 
communication tools such as social 
media can help in building resilient and 
sustainable societies, along with innovative 
ways through which ICT capacity building 
support can enable successful women 
entrepreneurship in line with APCICT’s 
latest flagship programme, Women and 
ICT Frontier Initiative (WIFI). 

Mr. Muhammad Aimal Marjan, Deputy 
Minister, Ministry of Communications and IT 
in Afghanistan said: “We greatly appreciate 
APCICT’s efforts to strengthen ICT 

knowledge and applications in development 
through localized capacity building training 
programmes.” 

For more visit: 
http://www.unapcict.org/

Photo：UN Photo

" SO C I A L M E D I A C A N  H E L P 

IN BUILDING RESILIENT AND 

SUSTAINABLE SOCIETIES."

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

Improving livelihoods in Myanmar through 
sustainable agriculture 

ESCAP regional offices in Beijing, Bogor and 
New Delhi have collaborated to promote 
sustainable development in poverty-stricken 
regions of Myanmar through a capacity 
development building project entitled ‘An 
Integrated Rural Economic and Social 

Development Programme for Livelihoods Improvement in the 
Dry Zone of Myanmar.’ 

Three technical workshops were organized in December as 
part of the project to address climate resilience in agriculture 
and strengthen the capacity of policymakers. The Beijing-

based Centre for Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization 
(CSAM), held a knowledge-sharing workshop on agricultural 
machinery, the Bogor-based Centre for Alleviation of Poverty 
through Sustainable Agriculture (CAPSA), held a workshop for 
climate-resilient agriculture, and the New Delhi-based Asian 
and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology (APCTT) held a 
workshop for farmers and NGO workers in the Magway region 
of Myanmar on how to use Mung Bean seeds to improve their 
cropping activities.

These workshops successfully strengthened the skills of over 
50 mid-level technical, professional and managerial staff from 

unions and local governments, international and local NGOs 
as well as entrepreneurs and private sector representatives 
working on sustainable agriculture in the Dry Zone of Myanmar. 

For more  visit: 
http://un-csam.org/news_detail.asp?id=469

UN Photo/ Rauf Alamsyah

ICT FOR DEVELOPMENT

Strengthening ICT capacity for 
sustainable development
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Region-wide codes to promote 
sustainable agriculture in Asia-Pacific

"REGION-WIDE CODES  

WILL IMPROVE THE 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L 

SUSTAINABIL ITY OF 

FARMING."

SETTING REGIONAL STANDARDS

Thirteen countries have adopted 
a new set of safety and quality 
s t a n d a r d s  f o r  m a c h i n e r y 
manufactured, traded and used in 
the Asia-Pacific region. The Asian 
and Pacific Network for Testing 

of Agricultural Machinery (ANTAM) Codes will 
help reduce the huge social and economic costs 
associated with the use of unsafe and substandard 
farm machinery, while also improving the 
environmental sustainability of farming.

The Codes were adopted at a forum in New 
Delhi organized by the Centre for Sustainable 
Agricultural Mechanization (CSAM), a regional 
institution of ESCAP from 3 to 5 December 2015. 

The forum was co-hosted by the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) and held in parallel 
with EIMA Agrimach INDIA 2015 and the Fourth 
International Exhibition and Conference on Agri-
Machinery and Equipment. 

At the opening ceremony, Dr. K. Alagusundaram, 
Deputy Director General of Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) stated: “Region-wide 
codes of ANTAM will lessen efforts to export and 
benefit farmers by providing the best machines in 
the fields.”

Mr. Zhao Bing, Head of CSAM, emphasized that 
through the introduction of specifications and 
basic performance criteria, the ANTAM Codes will 

protect the well-being of farmers, enhance food 
safety, preserve the environment, and promote 
sustainable development of the agricultural 
machinery industry across the region. Moreover, 
he said: “The ANTAM Codes reflect the gratifying 
progress made by the agricultural community in 
the region towards achieving the newly adopted 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for 
sustainable agriculture.”

For more  visit: 
http://www.un-csam.org/
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BROADENING STATISTICS

A  broader definition of “official statistics” should be adopted 
and understood by statistical offices so that new strategies 
for collecting information can be mapped out, a seminar 
co-hosted by the ESCAP Statistical Institute for Asia and 
Pacific (SIAP), United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) 
and Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications (MIC) 

in Chiba, Japan, has concluded.

The Twelfth Management Seminar for the Heads of National Statistical 
Offices in Asia and the Pacific held from 2 to 3 December agreed that a shift 
in the current statistical business process would be essential for embracing 
new sources of data to respond to emerging statistical needs.

Activities on social media, for example, should be regarded as another 
statistical source as they represented life in modern age, while data from 
new sources such as big data could also be considered given its potentials 
to serve as input for analyzing public policies.    

The seminar was attended by heads of national statistical offices, senior 
statisticians from international organizations and researchers.

For more visit: 
http://www.unsiap.or.jp/

ECONOMIC SUMMIT

Broadening the scope 
of statistics to meet 
new development needs

Broad-based job creation, greater 
investment in infrastructure and a low-
carbon growth plan were amongst the 
key priorities highlighted for achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) in South Asia at the Eighth 

South Asia Economic Summit in Islamabad, 
Pakistan.

As a long-standing partner of the annual summit 
hosted by the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute from 7 to 8 December, the ESCAP South 
and South-West Asia (SSWA) office based in New 
Delhi contributed to several sessions with a focus on 
key policy priorities for achievement of the SDGs in 
the subregion.

Participants agreed that the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development  presented South Asia 
with a unique opportunity to provide a life of dignity 
to all within a generation. The subregion, experts 
said, will play a critical role in the success of SDGs 
as it is home to one-quarter of world population. 

A coordinated industrial development strategy, 

value chain creation through strengthened transport 
connectivity and collective energy and food security 
were highlighted as key priority areas going forward. 

The gaps in addressing different types of trade 
impediments were also underscored, including 
the urgency of undertaking tariff reforms under 
the Agreement on South Asian Free Trade Area 
(SAFTA), as well as reforms to reduce prohibitive 
trade costs. 

For more visit: 
http://www.unescap.org/subregional-office/south-
south-west-asia
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"SDGS PRESENT SOUTH ASIA   WITH 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE A 

LIFE OF DIGNITY TO ALL WITHIN A 

GENERATION."

South Asia Economic Summit 
focuses on Sustainable 
Development

http://www.un-csam.org/
http://www.unsiap.or.jp/
http://www.unescap.org/subregional-office/south-south-west-asia
http://www.unescap.org/subregional-office/south-south-west-asia
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JANUARY EVENTS

TRANSPORTATION

The route to seamless 
connectivity in South 
and South-West Asia

Better regional coordination and a comprehensive master plan are critical 
to overcoming poor regional connectivity in Southern and Central Asian 
nations, a forum led by the ESCAP Subregional Office in South and South 
West Asia (SSWA) has concluded in Tehran.

Organized in partnership with the Ministry of Roads and Urban Development 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Policy Dialogue on Strengthening Transport Connectivity in 
Southern Asia, the forum brought together 70 participants from 20 to 21 December, including 
over 30 senior officials from various countries in the South and South-West Asia as well as 
the North and Central Asia regions. 

The dialogues focused on the development of a comprehensive transport connectivity 
master plan for South and South-West Asia and identifying barriers to cross-border transit 
transport. To maximize the benefits of such transport corridors, the dialogue examined 
the status of transport connectivity in the subregion, including physical infrastructures and 
transport facilitation for cross-border and transit transport.   

The dialogues were part of concerted efforts by ESCAP and ember States to enhance 
regional economic integration for inclusive and sustainable development.

For more visit: 
http://www.unescap.org/subregional-office/south-south-west-asia 

AROUND THE REGION / JANUARY EVENTS

Workshop on TTFMM baseline studies in Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal
Bangkok, Thailand
13 Jan to 15 Jan 2016

ESCAP Executive Secretary's Seminar on 'International Development: Ideas and Experience' 
Bangkok, Thailand
15 Jan 2016

Interim Meeting of Legal Working Group of the Interim Intergovernmental Steering Group on Cross-Border Paperless Trade Facilitation 
Bangkok, Thailand
19 Jan to 21 Jan 2016 

Statistical Yearbook Launch
Bangkok, Thailand
Date TBC Jan 2016 

Coming up @ ESCAP 

UN Photo/ Kibae Park

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

A   regional forum led by the Centre 
for Sustainable Agricultural 
Mechanization (CSAM) in 
Manila, Phil ippines, has 
called for ESCAP to establish 
a regional mechanism in order 

to improve cooperation between stakeholders 
in the field of human resource development and 
agricultural mechanization. 

Co-organized with the Board of Agricultural 
Engineering of the Professional Regulation 
Commission, the University of the Philippines-
Los Banos, the Agricultural and Fisheries 
Mechanization Committee of the Philippine 
Council for Agriculture and Fisheries, and the 
Philippine Society of Agricultural Engineers, 
the forum held from 9 to 11 December 
brought together 400 governmental officials, 
academics, and representatives from 
international organizations, NGOs and the 
private sector from 16 countries. 

Ms. Cynthia Villar, Senator and Chairperson 
of the Committee on Agriculture and Food, 
Senate of the Philippines, addressed the 
opening ceremony and Benigno S. Aquino III, 
President of the Republic of the Philippines, 
sent remarks emphasizing that agricultural 
mechanization and engineering is vital in 
supporting the region and empowering the 
populate to be active contributors to inclusive 
growth. 

The Regional Forum on Sustainable 
Agricultural Mechanization in Asia and the 
Pacific is an annual strategic initiative of 
CSAM for high-level policy dialogues and 
regional cooperation in the field of agricultural 
mechanization.

For more visit: 
http://www.unapcaem.org/

Promoting sustainable 
agricultural mechanization 
in Asia-Pacific 
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