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III Introducing Trade Facilitation Survey 

I Trade Facilitation: Concept and definition 



Various Definitions of Trade Facilitation 
• World Trade Organization (WTO): The simplification and harmonization of 

international trade procedures, where trade procedures are the activities, practices, and 
formalities involved in collecting, presenting, communicating, and processing data and 
other information required for the movement of goods in international trade. 

• World Customs Organization (WCO): The avoidance of unnecessary trade 
restrictiveness. This can be achieved by applying modern techniques and technologies, 
while improving the quality of controls in an internationally harmonized manner. 

• United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT): The 
simplification, standardization, and harmonization of procedures and associated 
information flows required to move goods from seller to buyer and to make payments. 

• International Chamber of Commerce (ICC): Improve the efficiency of the processes 
associated with trading in goods across national borders. 

• Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD): The simplification 
and standardization of procedures and associated information flows required to move 
goods internationally from seller to buyer and to pass payments in the other direction. 

• Asia–Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC): The simplification and rationalization of 
customs and other administrative procedures that delay or increase the cost of moving 
goods across international borders. 
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Key Areas of Trade Facilitation 
• Trade and Customs Laws and Regulations  

• Publications and Administration of Trade Regulations 

• Trade Procedures and Documents 

• Trade Related Infrastructure and Services 

• Transit arrangement 
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Publications and Administration of Trade Regulations (2) 



Think about it… 

• A trade portal has been set up in Lao PDR to 
provide trade related information.  

• Suppose a similar trade portal will be set up in 
your country, please analyze your country’s SWOT 
in developing such Portal  



Key Areas of Trade Facilitation 
• Trade and Customs Laws and Regulations  

• Publications and Administration of Trade Regulations 

• Trade Procedures and Documents 

• Trade Related Infrastructure and Services 

• Transit arrangement 



Trade procedure and document: Basic Principles 

• Trade procedures, data, and documents should be 
based on international conventions, standards, 
and other relevant instruments 

• Data and documents should be kept to a minimum 
• To understand the trade process is the prerequisite 

for any trade facilitation reform. 
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Key recommendations by selected Asian Countries to 
further Progress Trade Facilitation 

 



Trade Facilitation Survey 2013 

• General Trade Facilitation Measures 
• Paperless Trade Facilitation 
• Towards Cross-Border Paperless Trade 
• Border Agency Cooperation 
• Transit Facilitation 

 
• With a Focus on Trade-Related Information 

Availability 
 





Thank you very much for your attention 
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