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This session will 

• Introduce the concept of evidence-based 
policymaking 

• Introduce APTIAD
• Demonstrate the use of APTIAD for 

preparation of inputs for policy briefings



Categories of trade policy 
changes

• Negotiated trade policy changes:
– Interactions between:

• Negotiating countries (governments)
• Government and domestic interest groups

– Open or closed process
• Non-negotiated (unilateral)  trade policy changes as:

– Responses to external pressures
– Part of a strategic redesign of trade and other policies
– Effort to improve the coherence of national policies



EVIDENCE-BASED

“. . . a rigorous approach that 
gathers, critically 
appraises and uses high 
quality research 
evidence to inform policy 
making and profession 
practice” (Davies, 2004)

Or
“ ...helps people make well-

informed decisions about 
policies, programmes and 
projects by putting the best 
available evidence from 
research at the heart of 
policy development and 
implementation” (Davies, 
1999)

OPINION-BASED

“ ... relies heavily on either the 
selective use of evidence (e.g. 
on single studies irrespective 
of quality) or on the  untested 
views of individuals or groups, 
often inspired by ideological 
standpoints, prejudices, or 
speculative conjecture“
(Davies, 2004)

What  if there  
is no research 

available or the 
quality is  not  
acceptable? 



WHY EBP?
• Improving effectiveness 
• Efficiency
• Accountability (and service orientation)
• Democratization
• (Restore) trust
• Is EBP more or less important in a developing than in a 

developed country? 

Making 
Government 
more open, 
transparent, 

service-
oriented and 

efficient



What is APTIAD?
• An open-access “living” platform with:

• database on PTAs 
• searchable publications on the related topics
• relevant statistics
• trade performance indicators
• glossary
• commentaries 
• links to relevant resources

“Living” = continuously updated and enhanced
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Purpose of APTIAD
• Source of information

– Mapping
– Factual data and descriptive information
– Glossary

• Analytical tool
– A common framework of analysis for 

assessing PTA developments in the region, 
both ex-ante evaluation and ex-post 
performance monitoring

• Policy guidance



View from 
Asia-Pacific: 
Expansion 
of RTAS
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www.unescap.org/tid/aptiad

REGISTER



APTIAD - Home Page

Commentaries

TAD

ITI

GLOSSARY

LITERATURE
SEARCH

LINKS



Trade Agreements Database - TAD

SEARCH by 
different
CRITERIA

Download
PDF, 
excel or 
word

Scroll
PTAs



MEMBERS

For more country data 
click on a member flag



Note on terminology
WTO notification APTIAD

FTA
Custom union

Art. XXIV GATT
FTA
Customs UnionEconomic

integration 
agreement

Art. V GATS

Partial scope Enabling clause
Preferential trade 
agreements
Framework
agreements



Pre-calculated indicators



Summary of provisions in area of goods and 
services liberalization, trade facilitation, other 

areas and on rules of origin



Glossary 



Interactive trade indicators

INDICES

downloadable



Using APTIAD for EBPM

• Finding out about status of regionalism 
and related “factual” questions (mapping 
of PTAs, agreements per country, 
memberships, what trade areas,  etc.)



Mapping PTAs*

*As of November 2010
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Different areas 
covered  (but do they
Improve market 
access
And help
generate trade?)



Other type of questions

1. How much is a country dependent on trade with a 
particular region/PTA?

2. What is a country’s export propensity?
3. Which are the most dynamic sectors (products)?
4. How much of the increase in intra-regional trade 

could be attributed to one (few) countries in the 
region?

5. How intense is trade with selected partners?
6. What is the similarity of our export to partners’

exports?
• …



Where/how to find answers to those 
questions?

Pre-calculated 
indices for qs. Like 

1 and 2



Where/how to find answers to those 
questions? (cont’d)

• For other questions – interactive indicators 
or often a tailored analysis, combining 
modeling such as gravity and general 
equilibrium models 



Links to other resources

• ARTNeT Publication search engine
• WTO RTA-IS
• WITS Trade indicators
• ARIC



In summary
• Decisions involving changes in directions 

and pattern of trade should be based on 
evidence from analysis and data

• For most countries, this improves 
implementation and stability

• APTIAD could be used (and combined 
with use of other tools) to build up 
necessary evidence



Thank you for your feedback.

mikic@un.org
unescap-aptiad@un.org

Easy to forget that the end goal is 
not (just) to trade more; it is to 
reduce poverty, improve 
distribution of income [inclusivity], 
and be environmentally 
responsible [sustainability]
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