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Side event at the seventieth session of the General Assembly 

 
      Making it Happen: Transitioning from MDGs to SDGs 

    in Asia and the Pacific 
 

    CONCEPT NOTE  
 
I: Background 
 
The year 2015 is a milestone, marking the end of the fifteen-year campaign to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals. The international community is expected to adopt a transformative 
post-2015 development agenda with a set of sustainable development goals at the seventieth session 
of the General Assembly in New York in late September 2015. This new framework will build on the 
Millennium Development Goals — completing “unfinished business” in critical areas, such as the 
quality of education, health and, jobs, while addressing other major concerns that have climbed to 
the top of the global agenda, notably rising levels of inequality and climate change. The proposed 
sustainable development goals are also expected to address some of the weaknesses in the 
Millennium Development Goals and foster an effective and credible global partnership for 
development, with the means of implementation providing pathways towards more inclusive and 
sustainable growth and development. 
 
The economies of the Asia-Pacific region are uniquely placed to implement a transformative 
development agenda beyond 2015. According to the Asia-Pacific Regional MDGs Report 2014/15 
entitled “Making It Happen: Technology, Finance and Statistics for Sustainable Development in Asia 
and the Pacifica and the Pacific”, since early 2000, these economies have made significant progress 
towards achieving some of the Millennium Development Goals. For example, between 1990 and 
2012, people in the region living on less than $1.25 per day fell from 53 per cent to 14 per cent. 
Detailed analysis further indicates that, by 2015, the region is expected to meet 13 of the 21 
Millennium Development Goals targets for which data are available. Although the progress has 
been uneven across countries and subregions, the Millennium Development Goals have indeed 
spurred a strong political commitment at the highest levels of policymaking to eradicate extreme 
poverty and promote sustainable and inclusive development across Asia and the Pacific. 
 
The seventieth session of the General Assembly, therefore, will serve as a significant opportunity for 
the Asia-Pacific region to showcase its results in achieving the Millennium Development Goals and 
share its perspectives to the international community. This will help foster a shared vision and 
underscore a strong engagement in the region for the timely and successful implementation of a new 
sustainable development agenda which leaves no one behind.  
 
Importantly, the setting of the Millennium Development Goals led to the establishment of a unique 
regional multilateral partnership which dates from 2001 when ESCAP and UNDP embarked on a 
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joint regional project to produce one consolidated output with regards to the Millennium 
Development Goals for the Asia-Pacific region. ADB joined the partnership in 2004. Since then, the 
tripartite partnership has evolved from tracking progress towards achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals in the region into a comprehensive platform for delivering high-quality 
knowledge products, facilitating high-level policy dialogues, generating higher visibility of issues 
related to the Goals, strengthening capacity for achieving the Goals, broadening partnerships among 
regional development organizations, and creating synergies with other regional initiatives related to 
the Goals. This side event will further showcase this regional multilateral partnership and its 
commitment to new sustainable development agenda. It will put forward plans to support the 
region’s transition from Millennium Development Goals to the Sustainable Development Goals 
through the provision of analytical and technical assistance with the ultimate objective to create 
dignity for all.  
 
II: Objectives  

 
The objective of this side event, Making it Happen: Transitioning from MDGs to SDGs in Asia and the 
Pacific, is to provide a focused discussion on key implementation issues pertaining to sustainable 
development. The discussion will be centred on technology, finance and statistics and the challenges 
and priorities of countries with specials needs (least developed countries, landlocked developing 
countries and small island developing States) in the Asia-Pacific region relating to the 
implementation of the post-2015 development agenda. 
 
Key Issues:  

 Assess the implication of the Addis Ababa Accord on financing for development for the 
Asia-Pacific region, especially with regard to leveraging the private sector’s participation 
and engaging institutional investors.  

 Advance a regional framework for enhancing cooperation to identify and disseminate 
productive technology among developing countries and to strengthen modalities for transfer 
of technology, including affordable and viable green technologies.  

 Accelerate the generation of a broader and richer flow of statistics to track both old and new 
priorities and to be used in preparing transparent monitoring mechanisms to serve as a 
launching pad for evidence-based policymaking.  

 Align the global action plans of least developed countries, landlocked developing countries 
and small island developing States for implementing the sustainable development agenda, 
especially in the context of their large and varied development gaps and capacities. 

 Review policy reforms, experiences and challenges within the Asia-Pacific region to identify 
best practices in delivering the needs associated with achieving sustainable development.  

 
 
III. Organization and participation 

 
The side event will be organized as a high-level panel discussion, which will be followed by an open 
discussion. The panel will comprise selected Heads of States/Governments and senior Ministers from 
the Asia-Pacific region, development experts, and other stakeholders, and high-level officials of 
ESCAP, ADB and UNDP. Speakers will be requested to limit their interventions to 5-7 minutes. 
Member States, representatives of non-governmental organizations and the private sector and 
members of the media attending the seventieth session of the General Assembly are invited to attend. 
 
IV: Documentation 

 
ESCAP-ADB-UNDP will disseminate the publication Making It Happen: Technology, Finance and 
Statistics for Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific for this special side event. Please visit 
the respective websites of ESCAP, ADB and UNDP for further information about the report and 
related documents on the Millennium Development Goals and the post-2015 development agenda: 
http://www.unescap.org/events/apsesdg, www.adb.org/ and http://www.undp.org/.  


