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A note from the Chief Editor

This issue marks a change in the stewardship of the Asia-Pacific Development

Journal following the retirement of Mr Azizul Islam as Chief of the Development

Research and Policy Analysis Division and ex-officio Chief Editor of the Journal from

its inception in January 1994 to December 2000.  Under his guidance the Journal

established itself as a useful addition to the research and analysis of development issues

in the ESCAP region with a strong empirical focus to guide policy makers.

The Asia-Pacific region, in the dynamics of economic development, is vast

and diverse, representing a large array of complex issues.  A sense of realism demands

that a journal like the Asia-Pacific Development Journal have a sharper focus in themes

and in areas of enquiry.  A striking feature is that the region has some 800 million

poor people accounting for over two thirds of the world’s poor.  Analysing policy issues

relating to poverty alleviation thus remains a major enterprise.  ESCAP is taking the

theme of poverty reduction along with aspects relating to managing the challenge of

rapid globalization and emerging social issues as its areas of focus.  As such, the

objective is to support analysis of the determinants of pro-poor economic growth policies,

especially new challenges and opportunities for economies in the ESCAP region arising

from globalization, including development in internet communications and technology.

These have to be considered in the context of the interface of the economic, social

and environmental aspects of development.

In this issue, the Journal has five papers and two research notes on subjects

reflecting different facets of economic development at both the macro and micro levels.

They consist of an analysis of the impact of China’s entry into the WTO; problems

of poverty in Viet Nam; aid, mining development and structural adjustment in Papua

New Guinea; the impact of high interest rates in some of the crisis economies of the

region before 1997; the importance of smallholder dairying in Asia, the relationship

between energy consumption and growth in Pakistan; and the deleterious impact of

corruption on the efficiency of investment.  The range of topics is eclectic but they

offer practical policy conclusions from their analyses.

Policy making is both an art and a science – the former, since policies need

to evolve in the light of new research with policy makers constantly required to “fine

tune” their judgments; the latter, since good policies have to be firmly fixed in an

objective framework of principles, premises and deductions.  This task has become

complex against rapidly changing developments in the world economy.  I have every

confidence that this issue of the Journal will make a useful contribution to both the

art and science of policy making for the benefit of our readers in the ESCAP region.
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