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The secretariat of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP) is the regional development arm of the United Nations
and serves as the main economic and social development centre for the
United Nations in Asia and the Pacific.  Its mandate is to foster cooperation
among its 53 members and 9 associate members.  It provides the strategic
link between global and country-level programmes and issues.  It supports
Governments of countries in the region in consolidating regional positions
and advocates regional approaches to meeting the region’s unique
socioeconomic challenges in a globalizing world.  The ESCAP secretariat
is in Bangkok.  Please visit the ESCAP website at <www.unescap.org> for
further information.
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Editorial statement

 The Asia-Pacific Development Journal is published twice a year by the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Paci�c.

 Its primary objective is to provide a medium for the exchange of knowledge, 
experience, ideas, information and data on all aspects of economic and social 
development in the Asian and Paci�c region. The emphasis of the Journal is on the 
publication of empirically based, policy-oriented articles in the areas of poverty 
alleviation, emerging social issues and managing globalization.  

 Original articles analysing issues and problems relevant to the region from the 
above perspective are welcomed for publication in the Journal. The articles should 
have a strong emphasis on the policy implications �owing from the analysis. Analytical 
book reviews will also be considered for publication.

 Manuscripts should be sent to:

  Chief Editor
  Asia-Paci�c Development Journal
  Macroeconomic Policy and Development Division
  ESCAP, United Nations Building
  Rajadamnern Nok Avenue
  Bangkok 10200
  Thailand
  Fax: (662) 288-3007 or (662) 288-1000
  E-mail: escap-mpdd@un.org
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Explanatory notes

References to dollars ($) are to United States dollars, unless otherwise stated.

References to "tons" are to metric tons, unless otherwise speci�ed.

A solidus (/) between dates (e.g. 1980/81) indicates a �nancial year, a crop year or an 
academic year.

Use of a hyphen between dates (e.g. 1980-1985) indicates the full period involved,
including the beginning and end years.

The following symbols have been used in the tables throughout the journal:

Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported.

An em-dash (—) indicates that the amount is nil or negligible.

A hyphen (-) indicates that the item is not applicable.

A point (.) is used to indicate decimals.

A space is used to distinguish thousands and millions.

Totals may not add precisely because of rounding.

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do
not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the 
United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Where the designation “country or area” appears, it covers countries, territories, cities
or areas.

Bibliographical and other references have, wherever possible, been veri�ed. The United 
Nations bears no responsibility for the availability or functioning of URLs. 

The opinions, �gures and estimates set forth in this publication are the responsibility of 
the authors, and should not necessarily be considered as re�ecting the views or 
carrying the endorsement of the United Nations. Mention of �rm names and commercial 
products does not imply the endorsement of the United Nations.
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