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Non-tariff Measures: the regional 
context 

 Slowing global and 
regional trade 

 Importance of 
maintaining open 
trade regimes  

 Falling global 
tariffs but rising 
non-tariff Barriers  

 Rise of Global 
Value Chains 

 



Non-tariff measures come in many 
forms 

UNCTAD Classification of Non-Tariff Measures 



Estimated AVE equivalents of 
NTMs by sector 



Rising initiations of technical NTMs 
in the Asia-Pacific 

Growing initiations of TBT and SPS measures in the Asia-Pacific region 



Sectors affected by Technical NTMs 

SPS Measures notified by Asia-
Pacific economies 

TBT Measures notified by Asia-
Pacific economies 

Source: WTO I-TIP database, 2014 

 



Who is initiating Technical NTMs in 
the Asia-Pacific? 



Why are NTMs increasing? 

 Substitution of lower or zero tariffs? 

 Post-crisis protectionism? 

 Rising demand for health and environmental 
protection?  

 Better reporting and monitoring?  

 

 

 



Further reading 

Trade and Non-Tariff 
Measures 
Impacts in the Asia-Pacific Region 

 

 

 

 

 

Available from: www.unescap.org 

 


