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Distinguished heads of delegations! 

Dear participants! 

Ladies and Gentlemen! 
I avail myself of this opportunity to thank the organizers for their 

invitation to take part in this event, being held in the beautiful city of 

Ganja. Also, I would like to congratulate everyone present on this 

significant date – 15th anniversary since foundation! 

 

Dear participants! 

 

Since October 2015, the Government of Turkmenistan jointly with 

the United Nations Office in Turkmenistan has organized consultation 

meetings on the Sustainable Development Goals with participation of the 

ministries and departments. 

In the course of the consultations, it was decided to set up an 

interdepartmental technical group to coordinate targets and indicators in 

accordance with the country’s development priorities. 

Today, Turkmenistan is progressively working on mainstreaming of 

the Sustainable Development Goals as follows: 

During Phase One, national consultations were held for a 

harmonized adoption of the SDG targets and indicators acceptable to 

Turkmenistan. 

Phase Two includes integration of the SDGs in the national plans 

and strategies. This stage has already begun. Currently, our efforts to 

develop a methodology and integrate the agreed SDG indicators are 

being supported by the UN. 

Phase Three involves identification of the measurement system 

needed to assess progress in implementation of the SDG targets and 

indicators in the State Statistics Committee of Turkmenistan, ministries 

and departments. 

Virtually all of the activities carried out within the framework of 

adaptation of the SDGs have been widely covered by the media. 

During March 2016, 17 consultation meetings were held on the 

SDGs adaptation to the conditions of Turkmenistan. 
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For each of the Sustainable Development Goals, we identified a 

leading ministry, department and a co-leading (co-presiding) UN agency, 

which coordinated the discussion process with respect to the SDG targets 

and indicators. 

The consultation meetings were attended by representatives of the 

relevant ministries and agencies involved. 

The consultation meetings ensured continuity of discussions and 

strengthened responsibility of the ministries and departments for the 

process of adoption and adaptation of the SDGs. The complexity of the 

indicators included in the SDGs required further consultations with the 

relevant agencies, organizations, whereafter the leading ministries and 

departments, jointly with the leading UN agency, provided additional 

clarifications to the list. 

Summarizing the results of the consultation meetings, a list of the 

SDG targets and indicators adapted to the conditions of the country was 

prepared that was then recommended for submission for approval by the 

Cabinet of Ministers of Turkmenistan. 

On September 20, 2016, the list of the SDG targets and indicators 

as prepared in the course of national consultations was approved by the 

Cabinet of Ministers of Turkmenistan. 

United Nations Development Programme supports the Government 

of Turkmenistan in its work to develop plans and strategies designed to 

ensure the balance between the three pillars of sustainable development – 

economic, social and environmental; aiming at laying the foundation for 

achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals by Turkmenistan. 

It is expected that selected indicators (where data and calculation 

methodology are available) will be included in the plans and strategies. 

UN Agencies also render their support to the industry ministries and 

departments in their efforts to integrate the relevant SDG indicators in the 

sectoral plans and strategies. 

 

Dear participants! 

 

The State Statistics Committee of Turkmenistan has taken inventory 

of the SDG indicators. Out of the total list of indicators, 70 indicators 

relate to government statistics, and there are complete or partial input 

data to calculate 55 indicators. 

In August 2016, an international expert mission to identify the 

statistical measurement system was organized by the UN Development 
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Programme as part of Phase Three. The international expert also worked 

on the issues of statistical measurement system with the line ministries 

and departments. 

Based on the results of the expert mission, a round table was held 

jointly with UNDP and the State Committee for Statistics of 

Turkmenistan with participation of representatives of the ministries and 

departments. The round table considered two options of the statistical 

measurement system which are currently under discussion. 

It is expected that the national measurement system will identify for 

each indicator an institution responsible for the methodology, data 

collection, data processing, database creation, analysis and reporting. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen! 

 

In conclusion, let me express the hope that this SPECA Economic 

Forum will expand the scope of our cooperation and will help each of the 

present parties to achieve even greater success in implementation of the 

SDGs. 

 

Thank you for your attention! 

 
 


