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COUNTRY PROFILE: Turkey 1 ,2 

 
General information 

Party to the Intergovernmental Agreement on the 
Asian Highway Network 

Yes 

Party to the Intergovernmental Agreement on the 
Trans-Asian Railway Network 

Yes 

Party to the Intergovernmental Agreement on  Dry 
Ports  

No 

  

SECTOR POLICY MEASURES SOURCES 

GENERAL ON 
FREIGHT 

TRANSPORT 

Goods imported by public institutions and organizations, associations 
working for the public interest and foundations granted tax exemption by the Council 
of Ministers are exempted from customs duties; if they are aimed to be distributed free 
of charge to people who are harmed in crisis situations or to be offered for free to those 
who suffer from crisis situations provided that they remain as the property of these 
institutions. Additionally, goods imported by charities to meet their needs during the 
crisis are also exempted in the scope of article 105. Such goods will have preferential 
treatment. 

World Customs Organization: 

http://www.wcoomd.org/-
/media/wco/public/global/pdf/to
pics/facilitation/activities-and-
programmes/natural-
disaster/covid_19/best-
practices_turkey_en.pdf?la=en 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
ROAD 

TRANSPORT 

On 8 May, the Turkish Ministry of Interior updated the measures related to limit the 
spread COVID-19. According to the measures, all drivers will be subject to health 
checks. Individuals who show symptoms related to the disease will not be allowed to 
enter Turkey.  
 
- All drivers will be subject to health checks. Foreign drivers who show symptoms 
related to COVID-19 will not be allowed to enter Turkey. Turkish drivers who show 
symptoms related to COVID-19 will be put in quarantine.  

IRU: 
 

https://www.iru.org/resources/to
ols-apps/flash-
info?country%5B%5D=TR 
 

 
1 DISCLAIMER: the following overview of the transport-related measures has been prepared by the secretariat based on the information collected from official 
governmental sources and specialized press. Even if is continuously updated, due to the fluidity of the situation, it may not reflect the latest status of the 
measures.  If you would like to share your first-hand information on the current situation, your submissions are welcome. While they may not be directly 
reflected in the country profiles, they will form the basis for our policy analysis and advice to the Governments concerned. 
2 12 June 2020. 
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- The previous obligation for foreign drivers who do not show symptoms of COVID-
19 to leave Turkey within 72 hours of entering has been lifted. However, foreign 
drivers will be obligated to agree with a letter of commitment that they will exit Turkey 
as soon as possible. In this case only they will not be subject to a 14-day quarantine 
period. 
 
- Turkish drivers who do not show symptoms of COVID-19 will be allowed to leave 
Turkey without any quarantine procedures.  
 
- Trucks which are carrying goods such as medicine, medical supplies and food 
supplies that are urgent for Turkey, will be given priority to enter Turkey.  
 
- Foreign drivers should go to the nearest healthcare institution if they feel any signs 
and symptoms of COVID-19 (fever, cough, shortness of breath, etc.) developing 
within 72 hours of entering Turkey.  
 
- Foreign drivers should go to the nearest healthcare institution if they feel any signs 
and symptoms of COVID-19 (fever, cough, shortness of breath, etc). 
 
- Ro-Ro vessels will only carry trailers (without truck) or containers; drivers will not be 
allowed to board Ro-Ro vessels, unless operating between the following ports: 
Turkey-Ukraine: 
Zonguldak – Chornomorsk (Ilyıchevsky) 
Istanbul (Haydarpaşa) - Chornomorsk (Ilyıchevsky) 
Karasu – Chornomorsk (Ilyıchevsky) 
Turkey-Romania: 
Constanta - Karasu 
Turkey-Lebanon: 
Taşucu - Tripoli 
Turkey-Israel: 
Mersin – Haifa 
 
- All of above mentioned measures are not valid for entry/exit to and from Iran and 
Iraq. Foreign trucks and drivers in Turkey will be allowed to leave Turkey and reach 
those countries by using open border crossing points. However, they will not be 
allowed to return to Turkey after they have left. 
 
- On 3 June, the Turkish Ministry of the Interior published a letter confirming the 
opening of the borders with Iran and Iraq. All of above mentioned measures are 



MONITORING RESPONSE TO COVID-19 ALONG THE REGIONAL TRANSPORT NETWORKS 
 

now also valid for entry/exit from Iran and Iraq. Once at the border, drivers must 
comply with procedures set out: here. 

 
INTERNATIONAL 

RAIL TRANSPORT 

Precautionary measures are imposed on port, vessels, port staff and seafarers. A list 
of prohibited countries is published and available in the link to the left. 
 

Mondaq: 
 

https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/m
arine-shipping/914032/effects-of-

covid-19-outbreak-on-maritime-law 

SHIPPING 
(INTERNATIONAL) 

  

AVIATION 
(INTERNATIONAL) 

  

Cargo flights are exempted from airspace restrictions IATA: 
https://www.iatatravelcentre.c

om/international-travel-
document-

news/1580226297.htm 
 

 


