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Founded  in 1992 by pioneers of the early Internet, the 

Internet Society drives technologies that keep it open and 

safe. We promote policies that empower people to

enable universal access for all.

We stand for a better Internet.
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Our Story

We are a global movement that champions an 

open Internet for all. This is an Internet that offers 

hope, brings opportunity and celebrates 

humanity.

We break down barriers, drive inclusivity, 

promote open standards and connect the 

unconnected. 

We are committed to an Internet for everyone 

everywhere; free from censorship and 

unnecessary regulation, an enabler of progress.

An Internet that can build a business from a spark 

of an idea, educate the most remote 
communities, protect human rights and drive 

economic and social development. 
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The Internet Society at Work
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Provides
leadership in 
policy issues

Advocates
open Internet 

standards

Promotes
Internet 

technologies that 
matter

Develops Internet 
infrastructure

Undertakes
outreach that 
changes lives

Recognizes
industry leaders



Global Presence
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Our global community of members and Chapters span over 230 countries, territories, and areas of 

geographic interest world-wide.

NORTH AMERICA

LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN

EUROPE

AFRICA

MIDDLE EAST

ASIA



IETF
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The Internet Engineering Task 

Force (IETF) is the premiere 

Internet standards organization.

The mission of the IETF is to make the Internet 

work better by producing high quality, relevant 

technical documents that influence the way 

people design, use, and manage the Internet.

The Internet Society is the organizational home 

of the IETF. 



Our Members, Chapters and Partners
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Membership is Vital

100,000+ people working for an 

Internet that brings opportunity, 

hope and human development

Our members come together from every continent 

and walk of life to support our mission and the 

hope of a better future.

Members benefit from:

• Open, collaborative discussions

• Special events and consultations 

• Learning and personal development

• Information about issues they care about

• Networking and interacting with peers
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Chapters Play a Key Role
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Chapters address unique local and 

regional perspectives on emerging 

Internet issues. 

Internet Society Chapters form a community that 

advances our mission to:

• Engage members through a common global 

vision

• Offer technical workshops and training 

• Provide educational and networking events

• Inform policy and decision makers



Our Partners
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The Internet Society cannot achieve its 

goals alone.

Because the Internet impacts all of us, we work with 

partners of all shapes and sizes to address the wide range 

of social, economic, and policy issues. Our partners 

include:

• International bodies and assemblies

• Local non-governmental organizations

• Technical experts and engineers

• University and academic institutions

• Local and global businesses

• Rural or urban students and teachers

Collaboration

Cooperation

Coordination



Operating at the intersection of policy, technology and development 

allows the Internet Society to be a thought leader on issues key to the 

Internet’s continued growth and evolution.

How We Work
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Our Priorities

Trust
Without trust, the Internet cannot deliver its 

potential benefit to the entire world. Users must 

view the Internet as a safe and reliable means 

to communicate, and be willing to use online 

services for commerce, government, and

social interaction.

Access
We believe Internet access is a key enabler for 

economic, social, and human development. But 

only half the world is connected and the rate of 

Internet access growth is decreasing.  Issues such 

as trust in the Internet have joined cost and 

availability as barriers to access. 
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Restoring trust and connecting the unconnected are key to realizing 
an Internet of opportunity for everyone.



Policy
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The Internet Society champions public policies that enable open access.

We operate collaboratively and inclusively with governments, national and international organizations, 

civil society, private sector, and other parties to reach decisions about the Internet that conform with our 

core values. 

We work in a multi-stakeholder fashion towards the development of an open and sustainable Internet for 

the benefit of all people.

Because the Internet impacts all of us, we work with partners around the globe to make sure we can 

address a wide range of social, economic, and policy issues that interfere with an open and sustainable 

Internet.



The Internet Society provides grants and awards to initiatives and 

outreach efforts that address the humanitarian, educational, and 

societal contexts of online connectivity.

Grants and Awards

14



Grants

Beyond the Net Funding Programme gives Internet 

Society members the opportunity to contribute at 

a local or regional level.

ICT Innovation Programmes are designed to 

promote the development of innovative 

approaches to Internet and communications 
challenges in developing countries.

Individual Fellowships blend coursework, practical 

experience and mentorship to help prepare young 

professionals to become the next generation of 

Internet technology, policy, and business leaders.
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Awards

The Jonathan B. Postel Service Award is presented each year 

to an individual or organization that has made outstanding 

contributions in service to the data communications 

community.

Applied Networking Research Prize (ANRP) is awarded for 

recent results in applied networking research that directly 
improves products and services, and advances related 

Internet standards. 

Internet Hall of Fame celebrates the individuals whose 

extraordinary contributions have made the Internet, its 

worldwide availability and use, and its transformative nature 

possible. 

16Postel award recipient MahabirPun , Founder , 
Nepal Wireless Networking Project
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Our Work around AP-IS Strategic Initiatives  
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Pillar 1: Connectivity
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Small Island Developing States (SIDS) – Ensuring Sustainable Connectivity in Small Island Developing States

• Looks at key connectivity issues for SIDS; Based on global desk review of all SIDS

• In-depth case studies of six SIDS, including Tonga and Vanuatu

• www.internetsociety.org/resources/doc/2017/sidsreport/

Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs)  - Internet Crossing Borders: Boosting the Internet in Landlocked 

Developing Countries

• Focuses on how the Internet can landlocked countries; Provides approaches to:

- Facilitate trade through ICTs; Boost Cross-Border Connectivity; Develop Internet Exchange Points

- Build Skills and Digital Business; Enable Supportive Governance and Cooperation

• Case studies include Bhutan, Kyrgyzstan, Lao PDR, Tajikistan

• www.internetsociety.org/resources/doc/2017/lldcreport

https://www.internetsociety.org/resources/doc/2017/sidsreport/
https://www.internetsociety.org/resources/doc/2017/lldcreport


Pillar 1: Connectivity (con’t)
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Spectrum Approaches for Community Networks

• Provides an overview of community networks

• Outlines key challenges, and provides guiding principles to optimise spectrum

• Policymakers, commercial operators and community network providers as main audience

• www.internetsociety.org/policybriefs/spectrum/

Community Networks: Regulatory Issues and Gaps – Experiences from India

• Discusses policy, legal, licensing, regulation, and bandwidth issues from first-hand experiences of 

deploying community networks in India

• www.internetsociety.org/resources/doc/2017/community-networks-regulatory-issues-gaps-

experiences-india/

https://www.internetsociety.org/policybriefs/spectrum/
https://www.internetsociety.org/resources/doc/2017/community-networks-regulatory-issues-gaps-experiences-india/


Pillar 2: Internet Traffic & Network Management 

20

Asia-Pacific IXP Mapping Project

• Mapping all active IXPs in South 

Asia, Southeast Asia, North/East 

Asia, Pacific

• Identifies cities that would benefit 

from an IXP based on population

• On-going project, initiated 

specifically to support AP-IS; 

contributions welcome

• www.ixpmap.org

http://www.ixpmap.org


Pillar 2: Internet Traffic & Network Management (con’t)
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IXP Establishment Assistance

• We provide assistance to local communities who want to establish a neutral IXP

• Collaboration and coordination with local stakeholders (e.g. Gov’t, ISPs) and partners (e.g. ICANN, 

APNIC, etc.)

• Recently: Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea; Lahore, Pakistan; Soon: Karachi, Pakistan

• www.ixptoolkit.org

Information and resources

on IXPs

http://www.ixptoolkit.org


Pillar 2: Internet Traffic & Network Management (con’t)
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Routing Security - MANRS

• Mutually Agreed Norms for Routing Security 

• A commitment by network operators to improve the security of the global routing system

• Includes filtering, anti-spoofing, coordination and global validation

• Aim to contribute towards the e-resilience of the country’s and region’s Internet infrastructure

• More information:

- www.internetsociety.org/issues/manrs/

- www.manrs.org

https://www.internetsociety.org/issues/manrs/
http://www.manrs.org


Pillar 3: e-Resilience
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Issue Papers

These are brief documents that contain both key findings and information on the state of play, opportunities as well 
as questions to ponder on as we move to advance discussions and development

• Climate Change (available late November 2017)

• Disaster Risk Reduction www.internetsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RIDD-Issues-

Package.pdf

https://www.internetsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RIDD-Issues-Package.pdf


Pillar 4: Broadband for All
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Community Networks – Wireless for Communities (W4C)

• Launched in 2010; over 100 sites in South Asia (direct and inspired); 2 international 

awards www.wforc.in

• Addresses gap in last mile connectivity through community 

owned/operated/managed networks in underserved areas

• Digital literacy and content/services skills, including women empowerment, micro-
entrepreneurship, girl child education

• Launch of Community Network Exchange Asia-Pacific www.cnxapac.org

http://www.wforc.in
http://www.cnxapac.org


Pillar 4: Broadband for All (con’t)
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Digital Accessibility and development of Workshop Toolkit

• One in six people in Asia-Pacific are affected by some form

of disability (ESCAP)

• Digital inclusion of Persons With Disabilities (PWDs) and an 

accessible Internet

• Focused Workshops on awareness raising targeting 

policymakers, software developers

• Workshops in Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Indonesia

• Toolkit under development focusing on software/application developers and policymakers

• Also read our Asia-Pacific Issue Paper on Digital Accessibility:

www.internetsociety.org/resources/doc/2017/issue-paper-asia-pacific-bureau-digital-accessibility/

https://www.internetsociety.org/resources/doc/2017/issue-paper-asia-pacific-bureau-digital-accessibility/


Pillar 4: Broadband for All (con’t)
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Asia-Pacific Regional Issue Papers

• Series of issue papers to provide guidance to decision-makers and stakeholders

• Key findings, information on the state of play, opportunities as well as questions to think about

• Topics include (available at www.internetsociety.org/apac) 

- Gender - Financial Inclusion 

- Digital Access - Rural Connectivity 

- Online Privacy - Frugal Innovation and Entrepreneurship

- Policies for the Digital Economy - Enabling E-services 

- Local Content - Disaster Risk Reduction

- Internet of Things - Community Empowerment 

- Social Media - Internet Safety

- Climate Change

http://www.internetsociety.org/apac


Visit us at
www.internetsociety.org
Follow us
@internetsociety

Galerie Jean-Malbuisson 15, 
CH-1204 Geneva, 
Switzerland.
+41 22 807 1444

1775 Wiehle Avenue, 
Suite 201, Reston, VA 
20190-5108 USA. 
+1 703 439 2120

Thank you.
Internet Society Asia-Pacific
9 Temasek Boulevard,
Suntec City Tower Two #09-01,
Singapore 038989.
+65  6407 1470

apac@isoc.org
@ISOCapac
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