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Since the Second Session of the Committee on ICT and STI meeting, the Office of National 

Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation Policy Council, under Thailand’s Ministry of Higher 

Education, Science, Research and Innovation, has worked closely with the secretariat to launch the 

Asia-Pacific Research and Training Network on Science, Technology and Innovation Policy (or ARTNeT 

on STI). The network provides a platform for researchers and policy makers in the Asia-Pacific region 

to work together on evidence-based policy making. We appreciate that this joint effort has been 

included in the report by the secretariat.  

As one of the founding members of ARTNeT on STI, we would like to provide an update on the 

activities that may be of interest for the members of the Committee. Together with the UN ESCAP, we 

hosted the first expert workshop in 2018 in Bangkok on Strategic Financing of R&D in Frontier 

Technologies. The workshop provided insights on how to address policy dilemmas in deciding where 

to best invest public resources in the development of capabilities in frontier technologies. Currently, 

we are working with funding agencies to establish a funding program for selected areas of frontier 

research such as quantum computing as well as a seed funding scheme for future areas. We are also 

formulating frontier research roadmap that can lead to inclusive and sustainable innovations such as 

functional food that are affordable for those in need, advanced medical research that are inclusive for 

wide range of citizens and disaster warning systems that are beneficial for rural and agricultural land. 

In addition, as a national policy council, we understand an importance on technology and 

innovation capacity-building. We have also realized the difficulty in recruiting qualified policy makers. 

Therefore, we have launched an STI Policy Design Course in 2019, in which there were 28 graduates. 

Following the success of last year, the enrollment this year was more than double. The course is 

comprehensive and delivered by a wide range of experts who have hands-on experience in driving 

national policy such as former Minister of Science and Technology and executives from leading private 

firms. In addition to lectures on the fundamental principles of policy making process, participants also 

learn from team project and site visits. In the future, we plan to expand this program to cover 

international topics and offer the course to policy makers and academics in ASEAN and also other 

member countries of the Committee.  

Thank you very much for an opportunity to share our country experience. We welcome 

collaboration from other member states to strengthen research capabilities and brainpower 

development for mutual benefit with a common goal for inclusive and sustainable development of 

our region. 


