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Expert Group Meeting on Development and Utilization of Natural Gas for Sustainable 

and Cleaner Energy Systems in Asia-Pacific 

18 – 19 March 2020, Moscow, Russian Federation  

 

Background 

The United Nations General Assembly at its 74th session in December 2019 adopted resolution 74/225 

“Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all”, which recognized, intel 

alia, the key role that natural gas currently plays in many countries. The Assembly also recognized the 

potential of natural gas to expand significantly over the coming decades to meet demand in some 

countries, as well as in new sectors, such as the transportation sector, supporting transitions towards 

lower-emission energy systems. The Assembly also called upon governments to enhance energy security 

through the sharing of best practices and knowledge for the security of gas supply and demand. 

In May 2018, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 

convened the 2nd Asian and Pacific Energy Forum at the ministerial level to identify regional approaches 

to support the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goal 7 to ensure access to affordable, 

reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. Ministers adopted the Ministerial Declaration on 

Regional Cooperation for Energy Transition towards Sustainable and Resilient Societies in Asia and the 

Pacific, which encapsulated the priorities for action and, thus, serves as a pathway to achieve SDG7 in 

the region. Ministers acknowledged that the Asia-Pacific region is projected to account for two-thirds 

of global energy growth between now and 2040 and recognized that in meeting this demand, countries 

can further diversify their energy mix. Ministers called for further effective measures and actions 

towards rationalizing the share of fossil fuels in the energy mix, such as natural gas, which, as a flexible, 

relatively clean and reliable energy source, can play an essential role in the energy transition and in 

building low-carbon economies, with due consideration for national circumstances and priorities. 

Natural gas is becoming increasingly accessible to consumers in different parts of Asia, and there are 

opportunities for further expansion of both pipeline gas and LNG in the region depending on 

geographical, political, economical and environmental factors. According to the International Energy 

Agency, the Asia-Pacific region accounts for over half of total growth in global natural gas consumption 

over the next five years. 

 

Objectives of the Meeting 

The Expert Group Meeting in Moscow will elaborate on the social, economic, and environmental 

impacts of expanding the use of natural gas, in particular LNG, in the regional fuel mix. It will serve as 

a forum for policy makers, private sector and think tanks representatives to share best practices for 

natural gas utilization in the power, residential and transportation sectors. The Expert Working Group 

Meeting will contribute to the regional study on the role of natural gas in achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goal 7 and the Paris Agreement. The regional study is being implemented by ESCAP in 

partnership with the Skolkovo Energy Center, the host of the meeting in Moscow, and will be presented 

in the end of 2020.  



Tentative Agenda 

 

 

 18 March, 

Venue: Campus of Moscow School of Management Skolkovo 

 

8.30 – 9.00 Registration 

 

9.00 – 9.30 Welcome remarks from ESCAP, Skolkovo Energy Centre  

 

9.30 – 10.30 Session 1. Outlook for natural gas use in Asia 

Invited resource persons 

 

10.30 – 11.30 Coffee break 

 

11.00 – 12.30 Session 2. Lessons from Asian countries on natural gas use in different sectors 

(power sector, transportation, residential sector) 

Country experts 

 

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch 

 

13.30 – 15.30 Session 3. Evolution of national policies on natural gas use. Climate change 

and sustainable development goals 

Country experts 

 

15.30 – 16.00 Coffee break 

 

16.00 – 17.30 Session 4. Conclusions and recommendations 

 

18.00 – 19.00 Reception 

 

 19 March, 

Venue: Campus of Moscow School of Management Skolkovo 

 

8.30 – 9.00 Welcome coffee 

 

9.00 – 11.00 Progress with the regional study on the role of natural gas in achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goal 7 and the Paris Agreement  

Comments from country experts and resource persons 

 

11.00 – 11.30 Coffee break 

 

11.30 – 13.00 Transfer to the “Russian LNG Congress-2020”, 

Venue: Hotel Baltschug Kempinski Moscow 

 

13.30 – 15.30 Round Table on the Role of Natural Gas in Sustainable Development in Asia-

Pacific 

16.00 – 22.00 City tour, transfer to the hotel 

 

 


