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Tentative Program 

 

Day 1 8 November 2018 

08:30 – 9:00 Registration 

9:00 – 9:30 
 

Opening 
 
Welcome remarks 

▪ Hamza Ali Malik, Director, Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for 
Development Division, UN-ESCAP 

 
Introduction 

▪ Sweta Saxena, Chief, Macroeconomic Policy and Analysis Section, UN-
ESCAP 

 
 

9:30 – 10:15 
 
 

Module A - Group learning 
Overview on urban development and municipal public finance in Asia-Pacific  
 
This session will include two overview presentations, respectively on the status of 
urban development in Asia-Pacific and on metropolitan city finance in the Asia-
Pacific region. 
 
The first presentation will focus on the major challenges of urban development in 
the region in view of the objectives of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. 
The second presentation will focus on the fiscal challenges for municipal 
governments, different types of subnational fiscal governance structure, and the 
options of own-source revenue mobilization at the municipal level. 
 
The status of urban development in Asia-Pacific 

▪ Curt Garrigan, Chief, Urban Development Section, UN-ESCAP 
 
Municipal public finance: challenges and options 

▪ Zheng Jian, Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development Division, 
UN-ESCAP 

 



 
 

10:15 – 10:30 Coffee break 

10:30– 12:00 
 
 

Module A (continued) 
Selected issues on municipal financing 
 
In this session, more detailed presentations on selected municipal financing issues 
will be made, and participants will acquire further knowledge on property taxes, 
subnational borrowing, and innovative options for subnational resource 
mobilization.     
 

Leveraging subnational asset management for SDG financing  
▪ Daniel Platz, Inter-Regional Advisor on Financing for Development, UN 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
 
Rationales for property tax and the implementation challenges  

▪ Brian McAuley & Sissie Fung, Tax Specialist, Asian Development Bank 
 
Facilitating subnational access to financial market  

▪ Paul Martin, Regional Technical Advisor ASEAN & Pacific, United Nations 
Capital Development Fund 

 
SDG financing at the subnational level 

▪ United Nations Development Programme 
 

Beyond central-local fiscal transfer: Asia-Pacific experience  
▪ Marcel Pandin, Advisor, United Cities and Local Governments Asia Pacific  

 

12:00 – 13:30 Lunch break 

13:30 – 14:30 
 
 

Module B - Practice on selected country cases 
Case study 1: Municipal finance in China  
 
The objective of Module B is to help participants practice with the knowledge and 
diagnostic framework they have learned in Module A, through the dissection of 
three concrete municipal finance cases respectively in China, India and the 
Philippines. The case studies and the discussion will focus on the rationales 
behind the different policy choices in the case countries, and highlight how local 
economic context, historical legacies (policy path-dependence), and institutional 
constraints may shape policy making on the ground. 
 
The open discussion on each country cases will be guided by a set of questions 
developed according to the diagnostic framework the participants have learned in 
Module A, and facilitated by experts.  
 
Keynote presentation (20m) 

▪ Prof. Baoyun Qiao, Dean, China Academy of Public Finance and Public 
Policy, Central University of Finance and Economics, China 

 
Questions & open discussion (40m) 
 
 



 
 

14:30 – 15:30 
 
 

Module B (continued) 
Case study 2 - Municipal finance in India 
 
Keynote presentation (20m) 

▪ Prof. Govinda Rao, Emeritus Professor and former Director, National 
Institute of Public Finance and Policy, India 

 
Questions & open discussion (40m) 
 

15:30 – 15:45 Coffee break 

15:45 – 16:45 
 
 

Module B (continued) 
Case study 3 - Municipal finance in the Philippines 
 
Keynote presentation (20m) 

▪ Dr. Charlotte Justine Diokno-Sicat, Research Fellow, Philippine Institute for 
Development Studies 

 
Questions & open discussion (40m) 
 

 
 
 

Day 2 9 November 2018 

9:00 – 10:00 
 
 

Module B (continued) 
Municipal public finance going forward: comments on the case studies and what 
can be done in the coming years 
 
Keynote presentation (30m) 

▪ Prof. Roy Bahl, former Regents Professor and Founding Dean, Center for 
State and Local Finance, Georgia State University, USA 

 
Questions & open discussion (30m) 
 
 

10:00 – 10:15 Coffee break 

10:15 – 12:00 Module C – Peer learning 
Participants presentations and discussion 
 
In this module, the participants will further practice with the knowledge and 
diagnostic methods they have acquired, through presentations on selected 
municipal financing issues in their own countries.  
 
Each presentation will be followed by a short open discussion where experts and 
other participants can make comments or raise questions to help the presenter 
and the audience better understand the policy issues in their own countries and 
identify potential reform directions/options.  
 
Participant presentations (5-7 minute presentation +15m open discussion, each) 



 
 

12:00 – 13:30 Lunch break 

13:30 – 15:00 
 
 

Module C (continued) 
 
Participant presentations 
 

15:00 – 15:15 Coffee break 

15:15 – 16:30 
 
 

Module C (continued) 
 
Participant presentations 
 

16:30 – 16:45 
 
 

Closing 
 
Evaluation & feedback 
 
Closing remarks 

 


