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1. High level experts from the member states of the Asia Pacific Disaster Information 

Management (APDIM), gathered in Tehran for a high-level consultations on way and 

means of combating dust and sand storms in the region. Two days of frank, informative, 

science based and result oriented consultations, along with exchange of experiences and 

best practices as well as review of lessons learnt generated a profound insight for 

participants over the way ahead. During the course of these two-days consultation, the 

experts from across the region including academicians, practitioners and policy makers 

exchanged their views on the situation analysis, trends based on the last recent surveys, 

needed scientific-policy measures, tools, projects and mechanism regarding Sand and 

Dust Storms. 

2. High-level experts considered these consultations very carefully and requested that this 

set of recommendations be submitted to the APDIM Governing Council at its second 

session for further action.  

3. Furthermore, high-level experts, expressed their understanding that combating sand and 

dust storms, ought to be followed and addressed from both, disaster management and 

environment perspectives.  

4. These recommendations are as follows: 

Asian Pacific Disaster Information Management: 

a. To promote, enhance and facilitate integration of a regional multi hazard risk 

assessment and alert system including SDS linked with ESCAP drought mechanism. 



b. Develop and implement projects in partnership with member states and relevant 

international including to operationalize data and the knowledge network including 

the SDS monitoring and alert system 

c. To put in place a multi-stakeholders initiative comprising states, academia, civil 

society, UN specialized agencies, and regional economic commissions, such as 

ESCWA, ECA, ESCAP and ECE, UNEP, WMO SDS-WAS, UNCCD and other 

relevant environmental instruments to promote triangular south-north-south 

cooperation modality of knowledge and data sharing and capacity development. 

d. To develop a set of SDS data indicators and integrated data bank for empirical and 

periodic review, assessment, analyzing and reporting.  

e. To encourage research and evidence-based studies at national and regional levels on 

the root causes, hotspots, accelerating factors and negative impacts of SDS and take 

appropriate preventive or mitigating measures. 

f. To support awareness raising and enabling campaigns to provide socio-economic 

incentives for local communities to adopt their land and water resources 

management to the framework of sustainable development. 

g. To identify an appropriate set of standards and indicators to prevent and reduce the 

impact of SDS on human health and livelihoods in the affected areas. 

h. To identify and mobilize financial resources and voluntary contributions to support 

implementation of its activities.  

 


