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Notes for the Statement 

for the 2016 SPECA Economic Forum: Enhanced Implementation of 

SDGs through Cooperation 

(22-23 November 2016, Ganja) 

 

 

Dear Mr. Chairman, 

Dear participants, 

 

First of all, let me thank the organizers of the 2016 SPECA Economic 

Forum: Enhanced Implementation of SDGs through Cooperation and the 

eleventh session of the SPECA Governing Council. 

Separately, I would like to thank the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (UNECE) and the United Nations Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), for their assistance 

and cooperation in organizing these events. 

This year is historically important for the development of all mankind: 

the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) have come to an end and the 

seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were approved in their 

stead. It must be emphasized that it is the achievements and lessons learned 

in the process of implementation of the MDGs that have served as the basis 

for development of the new Agenda. 

Against the background of enhancing negative phenomena and global 

threats such as international terrorism and extremism, drug trafficking and 

organized crime, financial, food and energy crises, climate change, natural 

and man-made disasters, spread of infectious diseases, which can seriously 

impede the achievement of sustainable development, there is an increasingly 

growing need for additional vitalization of the global community efforts to 

build a global climate conducive to the promotion and implementation of the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

As a pilot country for implementation of the Millennium Development 

Goals, the Republic of Tajikistan has taken an active part in the process of 

development and approval of the new development agenda for the subsequent 

periods, and contributed to the global dialogue by conducting a series of 



2 

 

national consultations in order to reflect the views and visions of the wider 

population in the new document. 

To date, the Government of the country has developed and approved 

the country’s new 2030 Strategy of National Development and 2016-2020 

Medium-Term National Development Programme which, we believe, along 

with the recently agreed United Nations Development Assistance Framework 

(UNDAF) for Tajikistan in 2016-2020, will contribute to improving welfare 

of the population through sustainable economic and social development. 

 

Dear Forum participants, 

The thematic nature of the current Economic Forum gives it a special 

significance. Its agenda includes vital issues for the entire SPECA region 

such as revival and restoration of balanced economic growth: analysis of 

cross-border cooperation strengthening initiatives, review of Sustainable 

Development Goals implementation at the national level, statistical 

evaluation and the need to expand the possibilities of using statistical data, 

ecological resilience and efficient resources management, sustainable use of 

water and energy resources and the environment, and other issues that are in 

line with the Sustainable Development Goals. 

We believe that achievement of these goals requires development and 

implementation of relevant projects both at national and regional and global 

levels. Priority areas in this process, in our view, are development of 

transport infrastructure and communications, more efficient use of national 

resources and human capital, diversification and competitiveness of national 

economies and strengthening of institutional development of the countries. 

However, it should be noted that a successful implementation of the 

above objectives requires mobilization of necessary resources by the 

countries in the region which appears to be very problematic in the current 

turbulent global economic environment. 

In this regard, SPECA countries will need to rely on the development 

of regional trade and investment – the main drivers of industrial growth – and 

ensure the fullest possible promotion and facilitation of transfer of new and 

environmentally friendly technologies. 
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Dear participants, 

During multilateral and bilateral meetings, our countries call for 

economic integration in the region. We have adopted various documents 

regulating certain issues of regional cooperation. However, in practice the 

level of economic cooperation between the economies in the SPECA region 

does not fully reflect all available opportunities for mutually beneficial 

cooperation. 

There are certain difficulties that prevent the countries of our region to 

achieve sustainable economic development. Underdeveloped infrastructure, 

dominance of raw materials in exports, insufficient supply of electricity to the 

population and jobs for young people are the key problems of our countries. 

In addition, the effects of climate change and natural disasters, including 

desertification and land degradation, as well as melting of glaciers and snow 

cover, negatively impact sustainable development of the economies in the 

region. 

Our region’s landlocked status slows down the process of effective 

integration into the system of multilateral international trade and adversely 

affects other aspects of sustainable development. With that in mind, we call, 

in the course of development of regional programs and projects, for focusing 

on removal of artificial and economically unjustified barriers and obstacles in 

the transport and communication, and energy sector, which work against the 

establishment and strengthening of cooperation and partnership. 

To that end, regional cooperation acquires a particular importance in 

such areas as addressing regional transit problems and resolving the current 

communication deadlock, expanding cooperation in the field of efficient use 

and management of water and energy resources and hydrocarbon reserves, 

addressing labor migration issues, promoting regional trade and taking 

measures for trade facilitation, as they affect economic, social and investment 

development of our countries. 

For its part, the Republic of Tajikistan is taking effective measures to 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. The country is rapidly 

developing hydropower, transport infrastructure, development and irrigation 
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of new lands, construction of industrial facilities and socially significant 

objects. Only this year, construction of CASA-1000 high-voltage power line 

has been launched, which will connect energy systems of the countries in the 

region. Vahdat-Yovon railway has been built, which became main railway 

link between the central and southern parts of the country; construction of 

international highways continues. 

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that a constructive approach to 

dialogue, mutual trust and respect should lie at the core of our cooperation. 

I am sure that common interests of our region’s countries and of our partners, 

as well as their sincere desire to unlock the available potential in the bilateral 

and multilateral cooperation format will eventually allow us to push on to the 

new level of development. 

Thank you for your attention! 

 


