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Programme
Day 1 | Monday, 30 October
0900-1200 | MR-G
Regional Consultation on
e-Commerce for
Sustainable Development

0900-1200 | MR-A
Reshaping Business
Engagement for
Achieving SDGs (ESBN)

Lunch

Day 2 | Tuesday, 31 October
0900-1200 | CR-3
Committee on Trade and
Investment, fifth session

Lunch | Public Foyer

Day 3 | Wednesday, 1 November
0900-1200 | CR-3
Committee on Trade and Investment,
fifth session (cont.)

Lunch

CTI Lunch hosted by the Ministry
of Commerce of Thailand
1400-1500 | CR-4
Launch of the
Asia-Pacific
Trade and
Investment
Report 2017

1400-1700 |
MR-G
Regional
Consultation
on eCommerce for
Sustainable
Development
(cont.)

1400-1700 |
MR-A
Reshaping
Business
Engagement
for Achieving
SDGs (ESBN)
(cont.)

1400-1700 | CR-3
Committee on Trade and
Investment, fifth session (cont.)

Lunch | Public Foyer
Youth and Digital
Economy

1400-1700 | CR-3
Committee on
Trade and
Investment, fifth
session (cont.)

1400-1700 | MR-A
Youth and Digital
Economy
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Day 4 | Thursday, 2 November

Day 5 | Friday, 3 November

0915-1230 | CR-4

0900-1230 | MR-A

0900-1230 | MR-A

0900-1215 | MR- H, G

High-level Dialogue on
Safeguarding the
Multilateral Trading System
for Sustainable
Development

Seventh Meeting of the
Asia-Pacific FDI Network

Seventh Meeting of the AsiaPacific FDI Network (cont.)

ESCAP/EIF Capacity-building
Workshop on Emerging Priorities in
Least Developed Countries on Trade
and Development (cont.)

Lunch
1400-1600 |
CR-3
Committee on
Trade and
Investment,
fifth session
(cont.)

1330-1700 |
MR-A

1330-1700 | MR-H, G
ESCAP/EIF Capacitybuilding Workshop on
Seventh
Meeting of the Emerging Priorities in
Asia-Pacific FDI Least Developed
Network (cont.) Countries on Trade and
Development

Lunch
1330-1630 | MR-A
Seventh Meeting of the AsiaPacific FDI Network (cont.)

1330-1715 | MR- H, G
ESCAP/EIF Capacity-building
Workshop on Emerging Priorities in
Least Developed Countries on Trade
and Development (cont.)
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Overview of events and activities
Regional Consultation on e-Commerce for Sustainable Development
30 October 2017, 9:00 – 17:00, Meeting Room G
This Regional Consultation will provide an overview of the emerging challenges and
opportunities for ensuring the e-Commerce and the digital economy contribute to
sustainable development in the Asia-Pacific region. The objective of the consultation is to
bring together experts, academics and senior level policymakers to outline some of the
key policy imperative and strategic agendas for promoting e-Commerce for more inclusive
development in the region and to inform the work of ESCAP and our partners going
forward.
Webpage: http://ow.ly/EC5530g0qCJ
Reshaping Business Engagement for Achieving SDGs
30 October 2017, 9:00 – 17:00, Meeting Room A
The ESCAP Business Advisory Council (EBAC) will hold its thirteenth session in
Bangkok, Thailand on 30 October 2017, jointly with the 4th session of the ESCAP
Sustainable Business Network (ESBN). The meeting will review updates of the work of
the ESBN taskforces and future initiatives; potential reform of the EBAC/ESBN
governance structure; as well as the organization of the Asia-Pacific Business Forum and
future EBAC/ESBN meetings.
Webpage: http://ow.ly/wbsP30g0qFx
Launch of the Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report 2017: Channelling Trade
and Investment into Sustainable Development
30 October 2017, 14:00 – 15:00, Conference Room 4
The launch will take place in Conference Room 4 and will highlight the trends and
developments in trade and investment in the region. The report provides in-depth
analysis of the how trade and investment can help members meet their SDGs. The
theme of this year’s report is ‘Channelling Trade and Investment into Sustainable
Development.’
Webpage: http://ow.ly/hR6v30g0qHt
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Committee on Trade and Investment, Fifth Session
31 October – 2 November 2017, Conference Room 3
The Committee on Trade and Investment is one of the nine committees that make up
the subsidiary structure of the Commission. It is held every other year. The fifth
session of the Committee will refer to the Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report
2017: Channelling Trade and Investment into Sustainable Development as the
background document and will consider the following agenda items: reviewing the
role of trade and trade policy as drivers of regional integration and prosperity in an
era of economic uncertainty; promoting trade facilitation, paperless trade and
electronic commerce for sustainable development; investment and enterprise
development for sustainable development; consideration of the future focus of the
trade and investment subprogramme; consideration of draft resolutions for
submission to the Commission at its seventy-fourth session; and other matters.
The Committee is expected to conduct a substantive interactive dialogue on the
theme topic of the Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report 2017 and related issues,
to formulate concrete policy recommendations in this regard and provide guidance to
the secretariat on its subprogramme and activities in the area of trade and investment.
The Committee session will take place during the Fifth Asia-Pacific Trade and
Investment Week, which will be held from 30 October to 3 November 2017. Various
events during the TI Week will enrich the deliberations of the Committee session.
Webpage: http://ow.ly/Z2Ky30g0qIe

Youth and Digital Economy
1 November 2017, 14:00 – 17:00, Conference Room 4
The purpose of this event is to promote dialogue about the opportunities and challenges
faced by young entrepreneurs in a rapidly changing economic environment, where
advances in information and communication technologies are spurring new ventures in
multiple sectors at an ever-increasing speed. The ‘millennials’ that are entering business
today have the possibility to drive rapid development of more sustainable ways of
delivering products and services. To tap this potential, policy makers need to stay ahead
of the game and ensure that policies, infrastructure and financing sources meet the needs
of budding young entrepreneurs in the new digital economy
Webpage: http://www.unescap.org/events/youth-and-digital-economy
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High-level Policy Dialogue on "Safeguarding the Multilateral Trading System for
Sustainable Development”
2 November 2017, 9:15 – 12:30, Conference Room 4
The ESCAP secretariat has supported its member States in preparation for all major WTO
ministerial conferences by organizing regional consultations. These consultations
highlight critical issues and identify those elements of the negotiations which are the most
important for developing countries, especially least developed countries. In the run-up to
the Eleventh WTO Ministerial Conference in Argentina in December 2017, the ESCAP
High-Level Dialogue will be held in Bangkok in the morning of 2 November 2017 with the
objective to better understand the consequences of a weakening of the multilateral trading
system for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Panelists
will be senior officials from countries in the Asia-Pacific region, eminent academics and
development practitioners, business leaders and representatives of relevant international
organizations, including WTO.
Webpage: http://ow.ly/IXNV30g0qK2

Seventh Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) Network
2 – 3 November 2017, Meeting Room A
The 7th meeting of the FDI Network will bring together policymakers from the region to
share knowledge and experiences on policy, promotion and facilitation of FDI for
sustainable development. Discussions would include, among others, implications for
investment policy in digital economy; introduction of the ESCAP FDI policy and promotion
handbook; investment provisions in regional integration agreements and frameworks;
international investment agreements and technology transfer; investment-state dispute
settlement prevention and management; recent trends and developments in FDI and
national legal frameworks and policies; the role of image building in attracting sustainable
FDI; and promoting regional cooperation mechanisms for harmonized investment
regimes for sustainable development. The Handbook on policies, promotion and
facilitation of FDI for sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific, developed and
published by ESCAP, will be also introduced. Participants will include designated FDI
focal points, government officials and other policymakers, private sector representatives
and researchers.
Webpage: http://ow.ly/vgWX30g0qLy
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ESCAP-EIF Capacity-building Workshop on Emerging Priorities in Least
Developed Countries on Trade and Development
2-3 November 2017, MR-H, G
This workshop will bring together government officials from LDCs members of ESCAP
participating in the Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF). The workshop will focus on
four key areas (1) Trade facilitation, (2) Trade and SDGs, (3) Least developed countries
graduation, and (4) FDI promotion. The workshop will combine presentations by resource
persons, panel discussions and breakout groups. The workshop will be co-organized with
the EIF Secretariat and support implementation of EIF-supported national trade
development activities in each of the least developed countries involved. Participants
include designated officials from the Asian and Pacific least developed countries in areas
of trade and development.
Webpage: http://ow.ly/9DCa30g0qNk
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UNCC floor plan
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