
  

Report of the Typhoon Committee 

 

I. Introduction 

 

1 The ESCAP/WMO Typhoon Committee is an inter-governmental body organized 

under the joint auspices of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia  and  

the  Pacific  (ESCAP)  and  the  World  Meteorological  Organization  (WMO)   in   

1968   in   order   to   promote   and   coordinate   the   planning   and   

implementation  of  measures  required  for  minimizing  the  loss  of  life  and  

material  damage  caused  by  typhoons  in  Asia  and  the  Pacific.  The Typhoon 

Committee develops activities under three substantive components: meteorology, 

hydrology, and disaster risk reduction, as well as in training and research. The  

mission  of  the  Typhoon Committee is  to  reduce  the  loss  of  lives  and  minimize  

social,  economic  and  environmental  impacts  caused  by  typhoon-related 

disasters through integrated and enhanced regional collaboration. 

 

II. 51st Session of the Typhoon Committee 

 

2 The Fifty-First Session of the ESCAP/WMO Typhoon Committee was held at the 

Guangzhou, China, from 26 February to 01 March 2019. 

 

The Session was attended by 109 participants from 12 of 14 Members of the 

Typhoon Committee, namely: Cambodia; China; Hong Kong, China; Japan; Lao 

People's Democratic Republic (Lao PDR); Macao, China; Malaysia; Philippines; 

Republic of Korea; Thailand; United States of America (USA); and the Socialist 

Republic of Viet Nam. Representatives of United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO) and Typhoon Committee Secretariat also attended the 

Session.   

 

The Session was attended by observers from Indonesian Agency for Meteorology, 

Climatology and Geophysics (BMKG), Asian Disaster Preparedness Center 

(ADPC), Asia Disaster Risk Reduction (ADRC), International Federation of Red 

Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), International Centre for Water Hazard 

and Risk Management (ICHARM) and University of the Ryukyus of Japan. 

 

 

 

III. Overview of selected Typhoon Committee activities  

 

3 Typhoons in the Region 

 

3.1 In 2018, 28 named tropical cyclones of tropical storm intensity or above 

were formed over the western North Pacific and the South China Sea. This 

number was above the climatological average of 25.6. In addition, tropical 

cyclone Hector from eastern North Pacific crossed the International Date 

Line and moved into western Pacific. It was one of the most long-lived 

tropical cyclones which crossed the three basins of Pacific in recent years. 

The last of such kind was tropical cyclone Genevieve in 2014. 

 

3.2 There were 10 tropical cyclones which made landfall over China in the year, 

namely Ewiniar (1804), Maria (1808), Son-Tinh (1809), Ampil (1810), 

Jongdari (1812), Yagi (1814), Bebinca (1816), Rumbia (1818), Mangkhut 

(1822) and Barijat (1823). In particular, three tropical cyclones (Ampil, 

Jongdari and Rumbia) made landfall over Shanghai which made the largest 

number of landfall over the region since 1949. 
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3.3 Mangkhut (1822) was the most powerful tropical cyclone (45 m/s and 955 

hPa) which made landfall over China in 2018. Storm surges of 1-2 metres 

were reported along the coastal areas of Guangdong Province with a height 

of up to 3.4 metres near Pearl River Estuary. Extensive damage was 

reported in Hong Kong where more than 55,000 trees were fallen with 

serious flooding in many costal and low-lying areas. More than 450 people 

were injured and interruptions of water and power supply was also reported. 

 

3.4 Japan was hit by 5 tropical cyclones in the year, including Jongdari (1812), 

Leepi (1815), Cimaron (1820), Jebi (1821) and Trami (1824). Jebi made 

landfall over Tokushima Prefecture on September 4 and brought high 

winds, heavy rain and storm surge in western Japan. The Kansai 

International Airport and port facilities were serious damaged due to storm 

surge. 14 people were dead and more than 900 were injured. 

 

3.5 6 tropical cyclones affected or made landfall over Philippines in 2018. 

Mangkhut made landfall over the remote area of Baggao, Cagayan on 

September 15 and caused widespread damages across northern and central 

Luzon due to its large size. 82 people were dead, 138 injured and 2 missing 

and the total cost of damages was P33.6B. 

 

3.6 There were 4 tropical cyclone which made landfall over Viet Nam in the 

year. They were Son-Tinh (1809), Bebinca (1816), Mangkhut (1822) and 

Usagi (1829). Bebinca (1816) formed over South China Sea on August 9 

and took an erratic and looping track. It made three landfalls over south 

China and the fourth landfall over northern Viet Nam on August 17. Heavy 

rain caused serious flooding in Ha Noi. 

 
 

4 Improvement of Typhoon Committee Activities  

 

4.1. Synergized Standard Operating Procedures for Coastal Multi-Hazards 

Early Warning System (SSOP) – second part of training mission: 

Implementation of Achievement of Project of Synergized Standard 

Operating Procedures for Coastal Multi-Hazards Early Warning 

System for Coastal Multi-hazard Early Warning System 

 

With very strong support from Steering Committee (SC) and 

Advisory Working Group, the project manager Mr. Tom EVANS, in 

close cooperation with the Secretariats of the Typhoon Committee 

and the Panel on Tropical Cyclones, made great efforts on 

coordination with the Typhoon Committee and Panel on Tropical 

Cyclones Members for conducting Synergized Standard Operating 

Procedures for Coastal Multi-Hazards Early Warning System – 

second part of training mission implementation activities, including:  

- Implemented the second part of Activity 3: five (5) participants from 

Synergized Standard Operating Procedures for Coastal Multi-

Hazards Early Warning System – second part of training mission 

beneficiary countries (Philippines, Vietnam, Cambodia, Lao PDR 

and Thailand) were sent to the Attachment Training in RSMC New 

Delhi, India which was held from 2 to 13 July 2018. 

- Conducted the In-country Consultation Workshop in Myanmar 

(Panel on Tropical Cyclones Member), which was held on 1-2 

November 2018, attended by 34 participants, 1 local consultant, 3 

Synergized Standard Operating Procedures for Coastal Multi-

Hazards Early Warning System experts and project manager. 
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- Communicated with Thai Meteorological Department (TMD) for 

the In-country Consultation Workshop in Thailand. 

- Drafted the 2nd and 3rd progress reports, which were submitted to 

ESCAP as scheduled. 

- Considering the communication with Regional Integrated Multi-

hazard Early Warning System and Panel on Tropical Cyclones 

Member has been a challenge for the Synergized Standard 

Operating Procedures for Coastal Multi-Hazards Early Warning 

System – second part of training mission project manager, based on 

several communication with ESCAP and the comparison of various 

action programs by the project manager, Typhoon Committee 

Secretariat sent a letter to ESCAP requesting a No Cost Extension 

of the project of Synergized Standard Operating Procedures for 

Coastal Multi-Hazards Early Warning System– second part of 

training mission until 30 November 2019 in order to allow sufficient 

time to arrange the workshops with the beneficiary countries. The 

current proposal of Synergized Standard Operating Procedures for 

Coastal Multi-Hazards Early Warning System– second part of 

training mission ended on 31 October 2018.   

- Identified focal points with Panel on Tropical Cyclones Member 

Members conducting Synergized Standard Operating Procedures 

for Coastal Multi-Hazards Early Warning System– second part of 

training mission implementation activities in the last Panel on 

Tropical Cyclones Member 45th annual session in Muscat, Oman in 

agreement with the Panel on Tropical Cyclones Member secretariat, 

WMO and ESCAP. Identified focal points will be shared with the 

project manager and the Typhoon Committee for further planning 

and implementation of Synergized Standard Operating Procedures 

for Coastal Multi-Hazards Early Warning System– second part of 

training mission in remaining countries. 

 

4.2. Working Group on Meteorology 

 

- First Working Group on Meteorology Annual Meeting 

 

The first meeting of Working Group on Meteorology was 

successfully held in Shanghai on July 9, 2018. 18 experts from 8 

Members including China, Hong Kong, Macao, Japan, Lao PDR, 

Malaysia, Republic of Korea and Thailand attended the meeting. 

Review of the progress of the working group in the past 10 years was 

reported by Dr. Lei Xiaotu, Chair of Working Group on Meteorology. 

Annual operating plans and proposal for new plans were also 

discussed in the meeting. 

 

- Reappointment of Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons 

 

The chairperson and vice-chairpersons of Working Group on 

Meteorology were reappointed according to the Typhoon Committee 

regulations, with Dr. Lei Xiaotu from China to continue to serve as 

chairperson in next two years.  

 

 

4.3. Working Group on Hydrology 

 

- Executing Decisions of Typhoon Committee 50th Session 
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With strong support and close collaboration of Typhoon Committee 

Members, working group Chair/Vice-chairs and Advisory Working 

Group members, under effective coordination of Typhoon Committee 

Secretariat, the decisions related to hydrological component made at 

Typhoon Committee 50th Session were successfully executed, and 

reached the expected achievement in 2018. 

- Implementing Working Groups’ Annual Operation Plans of 2018 

Working Groups on Hydrology actively and cooperatively conducted 

a series of activities for implementing its Annual Operation Plans of 

2018 as planned schedule and achieved the success indicators. The 

Working Group on Hydrology also proposed their Annual Operation 

Plans for 2019, including two new proposals from Japan. 

- Chairmanship of Working Group on Hydrology 

Under the guidance of Advisory Working Group, Working Group on 

Hydrology got consensus on its chairmanship based on full 

communication among Members and deep discussion at Working 

Group on Hydrology 7th working meeting and Typhoon Committee 

13th IWS. 

 

4.4. Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction 

 

- Annual Operating Projects 

With support and coordination from the Members and Projects’ 

coordinator, The Annual Operation Plans 2018 have been successfully 

implemented according to the plan including training workshops, 

fellowship and disaster risk reduction forum etc. In addition, Working 

Group on Disaster Risk Reduction 

has submitted the Annual Operation Plans 2019 to Committee for 

approval at Typhoon Committee 51st annual session. 

 

- Cooperation with the Panel on Tropical Cyclones 

Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction planned to touch the 

Panel on Tropical Cyclones to discuss the future cooperation with 

Panel on Tropical Cyclones Member on disaster risk reduction 

through inviting Oman to participate in annual disaster risk reduction 

meeting to be held in Ulsan, Republic of Korea, but it was not 

successful. However, Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction has 

decided to touch the Panel on Tropical Cyclones again in 2019.  

 

- Reappointment of Chairpersons of Working Group 

According to the Typhoon Committee regulation for the Working 

Group Chairperson, Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction has 

reappointed the Chair and Vice Chairs for the new term from 2019 to 

2011 and submit to Committee for approval at Typhoon Committee 

51st annual session Session. 

 

 

 

5 Strategic Development 

 

The strategic plan of Typhoon Committee from 2017 to 2021 has been 

approved by 49th Session of the Committee. It was requested Working 

Groups review the priorities in the Strategic Plan and submit updates ever 
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year, as appropriate for approval as Session, and requested the Working 

Groups to align future activities including Annual Operation Plans with 

the Strategic Plan.  

 

 

Efforts of the Typhoon Committee contributed to disaster preparedness 

and resilience-building through advances in emerging technologies and 

modelling systems. Technological advancements contributed to 

improvements in end-to-end early warning system empowering 

communities at risk. Greater reach of end-to-end early warning system 

ensures inclusiveness through disaster reduction and resilience, especially 

targeting vulnerable communities in in high risk developing countries. 

 

 


