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Concept Note 

Objective  

The Timor-Leste Inception Meeting is part of the project “Dividend with a Gender Dimension: 
Entry points for Implementation of Sustainable Development Goals in Africa and Asia and 
the Pacific”. The project responds to demands by member States in the Economic Commission 
for Africa (ECA) and ESCAP regions for knowledge products and policy tools that can help 
member States capitalize on the demographic dividend and support implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially SDGs 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10.  

The project connects objectives and actions of the Programme of Action of the 1994 
International Conference on Population and Development, the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action of 1995 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as they relate 
to challenges and opportunities regarding the demographic dividend and gender equality. 

Background 

The demographic dividend refers to an increase in growth and per capita income arising from 
an expanding workforce relative to the number of dependents. It materializes during a narrow 
window of opportunity in which countries must investment in education; maternal, new-born 
and child health; and comprehensive reproductive health services, including family planning. 
Experience in East Asia shows that strategic investments to harness the demographic 
dividend have greatly benefited economies such as Hong Kong, China; the Republic of Korea; 
Singapore; and Taiwan Province of China. Moreover, there is a strong synergy between 
declining mortality and fertility rates, shifts in the age structure of the population and 
women’s empowerment. 

Consequently, the interregional project aims to strengthen the capacity of member States and 
regional economic communities to promote youth development, mainstream gender into 
national policies and programmes, and enhance national evidence-based policies aimed at 
reducing inequalities towards the achievement of sustainable development. The project will 
attain this aim through production and dissemination of a variety of statistical tools for 
monitoring progress, and knowledge products, such as the Youth Policy Toolbox: 
http://yptoolbox.unescapsdd.org/  

In Asia and the Pacific, the project target countries are Pakistan, Papua New Guinea and 
Timor-Leste, each having the greatest scope to benefit from the demographic dividend in their 
respective subregion. Timor-Leste is a country with a high total fertility rate (5.91),1 growing 
youth and working age populations (the latter increasing from 47.4 per cent in 2000 to 62.1 
per cent in 2050) and the latest demographic tipping point (the year 2080) for the Asia-Pacific 
region. Though there have been improvements in women’s education performance in Timor-

                                                             
1 World Population Prospects: The 2017 Revision. According to the Timor-Leste 2015 Census, the TFR was 4.5 in 
2010-2015, while according to the TLDHS 2016, the TFR was 4.2. 



 

 
 

Leste, their labour force participation rates remain low; only 9.3 per cent of women aged 15-
24 reported being active in the labour force in 2015 Women who are in the work force are more 
likely to be engaged in informal sectors of the economy. Other gender concerns comprise high 
levels of violence against women, including intimate partner violence, and a high prevalence 
of girls who become pregnant, being impelled to leave school and being much less likely to 
attend higher education. 

Organization 

The Meeting, being organized by ESCAP, in collaboration with the Government of Timor-
Leste and United Nations partners in Timor-Leste, will be held at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation (Noble Hall).  

Purpose and expected outcomes  

The purpose of the Meeting is to launch the project in the presence of a wide array of national 
representation, delineate the expectations from national stakeholders and establish their 
respective responsibilities. In the Meeting, four presentations will be made: (1) Asia-Pacific 
regional perspective and project overview, (2) Situation analysis of Timor-Leste, (3) United 
Nations work in Timor-Leste, and (4) Project objectives and expected accomplishments. In the 
Meeting, experts are to discuss the presentations; agree on the project strategy - including time 
line and expected accomplishments; develop an action plan that clarifies the responsibilities 
of the key stakeholders as well as ESCAP in support of the implementation of the project; 
compile a list of national stakeholders and a team of country focal points for cooperation 
during the project; and agree to support to the national research fellow working on the 
situation analysis.  

Format and language  

The Meeting will be held in English and will feature presentations followed by structured 
interactive discussions and group work, leading to the identification of key points and 
recommendations.  

Participation 

Participants, in expert capacity, are expected from across line ministries; also expected are 
parliamentarians, religious leaders and university researchers. In additional, participation is 
excepted from donors, such as the Word Bank, embassies, and selected civil society 
organizations, as well as United Nations agencies.  

Expected inputs from participants 

Meeting participants are expected to have read the concept note of the project and the 
presentations before the Meeting in order to be able to provide comments and 
recommendations at the Meeting. The concept note and the presentations will be sent 
electronically to meeting participants.  

Further information 

For more information about the inception meeting, please contact Mr. Marco Roncarati 
(roncarati@un.org), and copy Ms. Sabine Henning (hennings@un.org) and Ms. Chaveemon 
Sukpaibool (sukpaibool@un.org).     
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