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A. Organization of the Meeting 

1. The Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway Subregional Steering Group Meeting for 
North and Central Asia was organized on 5 October 2018 in Almaty, Kazakhstan, by the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). It was the first 
subregional meeting convened as part of the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway (AP-IS) 
which focuses on discussing and building the consensus on moving ahead with AP-IS 
subregional plan and implementation for North and Central Asia. The meeting was organized 
by the Information and Communications Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division of 
ESCAP. 

 

B. Objectives 

2. The objectives of the subregional steering group meeting are to: 
a) share the current status of broadband connectivity in North and Central Asia and 

progress made in subregional broadband projects;  
b) facilitate the discussion among the participants on prioritization of the AP-IS 

subregional plan for North and Central Asia; and 
c) build consensus on the way forward, including activities to be undertaken in 2019 

as part of the AP-IS Master Plan implementation, among participants and partners. 

 

C. Attendance at the meeting 

3. The meeting was attended by participants from ministries and government agencies 
responsible for ICT infrastructure and development of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and observing participants from China, Mongolia.  

5. The sessions of the meeting were moderated by the ESCAP secretariat with interactive 
discussions and presentations from the participants. 

6. The meeting agenda is attached as Annex 1, and the list of participants is attached as 
Annex 2. 

 

D. Proceedings 

Session 1: Opening of the Subregional Inception Meeting 

1. The Meeting began with the opening remark by Ms. Atsuko Okuda, Chief of the ICT 
and Development Section of ESCAP, introducing the background and objective of the meeting. 
Ms. Okuda highlighted the importance of the meeting at the subregional level to discuss 
challenges and opportunities that avail and plan the concrete priorities and proposals that 
ESCAP could support the members and associate members to expand the ICT and broadband 
backbone connectivity in the subregion under the framework of the AP-IS initiative.  
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2. Following the opening remarks, ESCAP secretariat and the participants introduced 
themselves (refer to Annex 2 for the participant’s list), followed by a group photo session.  

 
Session 2: AP-IS implementation status in North and Central Asia  

 
3. Ms. Atsuko Okuda, gave a presentation on the update on the implementation of the AP-
IS initiative. She started by giving a snapshot on the current progress of ICT connectivity in 
the subregion and the Asia-Pacific region as a whole. She indicated that despite continuous 
progress made by the countries in terms of fixed and mobile broadband development, the digital 
divide in the subregion is still a major challenge to be addressed in order for countries to benefit 
from rapid technological advancement, especially the frontier technologies like artificial 
intelligence (AI) and Internet of Things (IoT). She informed that ESCAP’s work through the 
Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway (AP-IS) initiatives help the member countries to 
increase the availability and affordability of broadband Internet across Asia and the Pacific and 
reduce the digital divide. Apart from that, she explained the supporting pillars and key strategic 
initiatives under the AP-IS to guide the implementation and achieve the main deliverables in 
terms of improved connectivity, internet traffic and network management, e-resilience, and 
inclusive access to broadband. At the same time, she also informed the participants on the result 
of the second session of the AP-IS Steering Committee and the second session of the 
Committee on Information and Communications Technology, Science, Technology and 
Innovation, which led to the endorsement of the update AP-IS Master Plan and Regional 
Cooperation Framework Document for 2019-2022. She thanked the member states for their 
support and contributions throughout the process. She requested that the participants discuss 
and identify the areas of priorities for the development of ICT and broadband connectivity in 
the country and subregion that could be supported by ESCAP through AP-IS initiatives. 
 
4. Mr. Channarith Meng, Associate Economic Affairs Officer, ICT and Development 
Section of ESCAP, gave an overview of the Development Account Project on Addressing the 
Transboundary Dimensions of the 2030 Agenda through Regional Economic Cooperation and 
Integration which was being implemented by ESCAP in targeted countries in North and Central 
Asia, and highlighted key results from the project’s inception meeting. He mentioned that this 
project intended to bring countries together through a multi-dimensional and multi-sectoral 
approach to enhance infrastructure connectivity which comprises transport, energy and ICT. 
The development of infrastructure should also take many aspects into consideration including 
(1) synergies that could be brought among various infrastructure, (2) social inclusion, ensuring 
that no one is left behind, (3) resilience of infrastructure from potential impact of natural 
disasters, and (4) possible cost-savings and enhanced financing opportunities. Given such 
cross-sectoral linkages, it was the main reason why the project was developed to enhance the 
capacity of selected developing countries to develop sustainable and inclusive policies for 
trans-boundary infrastructure development as well as to strengthen collaboration among 
relevant institutions or agencies within and across the countries for policy coherence. A number 
of activities were identified from the meeting including feasibility studies and assessments at 
national and subregional levels on the identified topics, training modules and guidelines, 
national capacity development workshops, and a regional meeting. 
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5. Ms. Meirgul Kuandykova, Acting Director, Department of International Cooperation, 
Ministry of Information and Communications, Kazakhstan, expressed her support to ESCAP’s 
development account project and the AP-IS work in strengthening infrastructure connectivity 
in the region. The work is important to address the national and subregional development 
needs. Specifically, she suggested that a pilot study on co-deployment of fibre-optic cables 
proposed in the development account project’s inception meeting should be initiated on the 
Almaty-Issyk-kul corridor, in which route restoration could be foreseen to provide huge 
benefits in terms of significantly reducing the travel time from/to both destinations, attracting 
tourists, promoting economic activities in communities along the corridor. 
 
6. Similarly, Mr. Erkinbekov Daniiar, Specialist, State Committee of Information 
Technology and Communications, Kyrgyzstan, expressed his appreciative support to the 
initiatives proposed by ESCAP through AP-IS initiatives. He noted that the activities to 
develop the ICT infrastructure are needful for the country and will be critical and contributory 
to the government’s ambitions and priorities towards digital transformation and digital 
economy.   
 
 
Session 3: AP-IS Subregional Implementation Plan in North and Central Asia 
 
7. Mr. Hafiz Hajiyev Shakizo, Head of Traffic Analysis Unit, AzInTelecom LLC, 
Azerbaijan, made a presentation on Trans-Eurasian Information Superhighway (TASIM) 
which aims at establishing transnational fibre-optic backbone networks connecting Europe and 
East Asia. He informed that since the adoption of the Resolution on Trans-Eurasian 
Information Superhighway during the 64th session of the UN General Assembly, funds were 
established by the government of Azerbaijan and implementation has been undertaken which 
would potentially bring together the largest information exchange centers of Europe and Asia. 
He noted on the recent positive development over the agreement on the status of the Caspian 
Sea which is hoped to smoothen and fast forward the deployment work of fibre-optic cables 
under the sea connecting countries in the project. Two options were referenced for deployment 
through the Caspian Sea: Siyazan (Azerbaijan) – Aktau (Kazakhstan), and Baku (Azerbaijan) 
– Turkmenbashi (Turkmenistan) as a result of the agreement. Mr. Shakizo called for member 
countries in the subregion to support the cooperation in the project and ESCAP to facilitate the 
regional cooperation and provide support to the project through AP-IS initiatives.  
 
8. Ms. Ani Gabrielyan, Chief Specialist of Foreign Relations and Programs Department, 
The Ministry of Transport, Communications and Information Technologies, Armenia, 
delivered a presentation on North-South Road Corridor Investment Programme, which aims at 
connecting the Southern border of the country with its Northern border and ultimately improve 
connectivity with neighbouring countries and along the Europe-Caucasus–Asia corridor. She 
emphasized the essence of deployment of ICT backbone network along the construction of the 
road section of the North-South Road Corridor Investment Programme, as the ICT 
infrastructure has a great impact on the development of high-quality internet services, 
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facilitating the advancement of technology uses, and generating significant development 
opportunities for all communities along the road from the North to South of the country. This 
is of particular essence for Armenia as a land-locked country. Given such consideration, she 
highlighted that it is important to link the AP-IS initiative with the North-South Road Corridor 
for connecting Asia to Europe and appreciated ESCAP’s support on this.  
 
9. Mr. Hui Chen, Deputy Director, China Academy of Information Communications 
Technology and Ms. Yanting Li, Engineer, Industry and Planning Research Institute, China 
Academy of Information and Communications Technology, China, shared Chinese 
experiences on International Optical Cable Interconnection to the meeting. They highlighted 
the importance of international optical cables in global communications. Given a significant 
proportion of international data transmitted through submarine optical cables, a country’s 
economic competitiveness and prosperity are increasingly determined by level and degree of 
international optical cable interconnectedness. They also mentioned that submarine optical 
cables have become the most important way that China connects with the rest of the world and 
specifically establish a direct connection with North America, coastal Asia, Europe and Africa. 
Continued promotion ofinternational optical cables will help China in a better position to 
deliver global services and address the rapidly increasing international traffic demands.  

 
10. Throughout the session, the participants have exchanged their views and interacted 
through questions and answers to clarify and get better insights on the subject matters, ICT 
development initiatives and their implementation. ESCAP secretariat took note of the request 
for support in undertaking the activities including feasibility studies, drafting 
recommendations, organizing meetings and inviting more participating countries for the 
subregional consultation and coordination.  
 
Session 4: Closing 

11. Ms. Atsuko Okuda gave a summary and outlined the key messages and initiatives which 
were proposed. She mentioned that those points would be taken into consideration in order of 
their priority and feasibility for the upcoming implementation plan for the subregion. She 
requested the participants for their continuous engagement, informing colleagues and decision-
makers in their respective ministries and agencies of the results of the meeting.  

 
12. In conclusion, on behalf of ESCAP’s secretariat, Ms. Okuda thanked the participants 
and resource persons for their active participation and contributions to the meeting which 
resulted in a fruitful outcome and clear guidance for the future activities of the AP-IS at the 
subregional level.  

 
13. The meeting was closed. 

 
***** 
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Annex 1: Agenda of the Meeting 

 
Time 5 October 2018 

08:30-09:00 Registration 

09:00-09:20 Session 1 
(ESCAP to moderate) 

 Opening remarks: ESCAP 
 Self-introduction by all participants 

09:20-09:35 Coffee/Tea Break 

09:35-12:00 Session 2: AP-IS implementation in North and Central Asia 
 

 Update on the implementation of the Asia-Pacific Information                 
Superhighway (AP-IS) by ESCAP 

 Current status on broadband connectivity in North and Central Asia,        
including the update from the Development Account inception meeting, 
2-4 October 2018 

 Partner presentations 
(Discussion) 

12:00-13:00 Lunch Break 

13:00-14:30 Session 3: AP-IS Subregional Implementation Plan in North and 
Central Asia 

    

• Trans-Eurasian Information Superhighway project  
by Mr. Hafiz Hajiyev Shakizo, Head of Traffic Analysis Unit, 
AzInTelecom LLC, Azerbaijan 

• North-South Armenian road corridor  
by Ani Gabrielyan, Leading Specialist, Foreign Relations and Programs 
Department, Ministry of Transport, Communication and Information 
Technologies, Armenia 

• Review of national and partner submissions on regional priority areas for 
AP-IS 

14:30-14:45 Coffee/Tea Break 

14:45-16:00 Session 3: AP-IS Subregional Implementation Plan in North and 
Central Asia (cont.) 

 

• Discussions 

16:00-16:30 Session 5: Closing 
 

 Closing remarks: ESCAP 
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Annex 2: List of Participants 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

 
MEMBER COUNTRIES 

 
ARMENIA 

 
Ms. Ani Gabrielyan, Chief Specialist of Foreign Relations and Programs Department, The 
Ministry of Transport, Communications and Information Technologies, Yerevan, email: 
ani.gabrielyan@mtcit.am. 
 
Mr. Mher Mkhitaryan, Representative, Embassy of the Republic of Armenia in Kazakhstan, 
email: mher@mkhitaryan.ru.  

 
AZERBAIJAN 

 
Mr. Emil Ahmadov, Senior Adviser, International Cooperation Department, Ministry of 
Transport, Communications and High Technologies, Baku, email: 
email.ahmadov@mincom.gov.az. 
 
Mr. Hafiz Hajiyev Shakizo, Head, Traffic Analysis Unit, AzInTelecom LLC, Ministry of 
Transport, Communications and High Technology, Baku, email: 
hafiz.haciyev@azintelecom.az. 

 
CHINA 

 
Mr. Hui Chen, Deputy Director, China Academy of Information Communications Technology, 

email：chenhui1@catr.cn. 

 
Mr. Huan Zhang, Deputy Director of Division of Policy and Tariffs, Department of Information 
and Communication Development, Ministry of Industry and Information Technology, Beijing, 
email: zhanghuan@miit.gov.cn.  
 
Ms. Li Yanting, Engineer, Industry and Planning Research Institute, China Academy of 
Information and Communications Technology, Beijing, email: liyanting@caict.ac.cn.  
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GEORGIA 
 

Mr. Giorgi Dapkviasvili, Head of Electronic Communications and Information Technologies 
Development Division, Communications, Information and Modern Technologies Department, 
Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development, email: gdapkviashvili@moesd.gov.ge.   

 
KAZAKHSTAN 

 
Ms. Meirgul Kuandykova, Acting Director, Department of International Cooperation, Ministry 
of Information and Communications, Astana, email: m.kuandykova@mic.gov.kz. 
 

KYRGYZSTAN 
 
Mr. Erkinbekov Daniiar, Specialist, State Committee of Information Technology and 
Communications, Bishkek, email: erkidan2016@gmail.com.  
 

MONGOLIA 
 
Ms. Andrai Uranchimgeg, Deputy Director, Communication and Postal Policy Planning 
Department, Communication Information Technology Authority, Ulaanbaatar, email: 
uranchimeg@cita.gov.mn. 
 
 
 

********************* 
 
 

SECRETARIAT 
 

Ms. Atsuko Okuda Chief, ICT and Development Section, ICT and Disaster Risk 
Reduction Division 

Mr. Osama Mostafa Rajkhan Social Affairs Officer, Subregional Office for North and 
Central Asia/Social Development Division 

Ms. Ma. Fideles Sadicon Economic Affairs Officer, Subregional Office for East and 
North-East Asia 

Mr. Channarith Meng Associate Economic Affairs Officer, ICT and Development 
Section, ICT and Disaster Risk Reduction Division 

    
 

********************* 
 

 


