
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expert Group Meeting: Advancing Co-deployment Financing 
through the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway in North and 

Central Asia 
 

 
 
 Almaty, Kazakhstan 
31 January-1 February 2019  
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY REPORT  
 



2 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
1 All the photos in the current report were taken by ESCAP  



3 

A. Organization of the Meeting 

1. The Expert Group Meeting (EGM) entitled Advancing Co-deployment Financing 
through the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway in North and Central Asia was organized 
on 31 January-1 February 2019 in Almaty, Kazakhstan, by the United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Information and Communications of the Republic of Kazakhstan. It was convened as a follow 
up to the United Nations Development Account project which focuses on strengthening 
capacity of selected countries (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Mongolia) and support of 
neighbouring countries in the sub-region. The aim of the project is to develop sustainable and 
inclusive development policies and mechanisms for trans-boundary infrastructure connectivity 
within the context of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The meeting was organized 
by the Information and Communications Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division 
(IDD) with support from the Transport Division, Social Development Division, 
Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development Division and Subregional Office for 
North and Central Asia (SONCA) of ESCAP. 
 

B. Objectives 

2. The objectives of the Expert Group Meeting are to: 
 

 raise awareness among government officials and partners on opportunities and 
challenges associated with infrastructure co-deployment and relevant financing modalities in 
the North and Central Asia subregion, 
 identify sub-regional and national initiatives or strategies which could benefit from 
integrating infrastructure co-deployment approach, 
  develop concrete plans of action, including policy updates and capacity development, 
within the framework of AP-IS and  

 share the information and national experience on infrastructure co-deployment, updates 
and achievements from previous meeting by project core countries.   
 
 

C. Attendance at the meeting 

3. The meeting was attended by participants from ministries and government agencies 
responsible for ICT infrastructure and development; economy; transboundary, rural and urban 
transport connectivity; energy connectivity; disaster management; infrastructure financing and 
capital market; and SDGs coordination from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Mongolia, as the 
project’s targeted countries.  
 
4. Government officials from the ministries and agencies involved in the three core 
infrastructure sectors (ICT, energy and transport) from the Russian Federation, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan also attended the meeting as part of the project supporting countries.  

5. The sessions of the meeting were successively moderated by the ESCAP secretariat, 
Ministry of Information and Communications of the Republic of Kazakhstan and ITU with 
interactive and vibrant discussions and presentations from the experts and participants. 

6. The meeting agenda is attached as Annex 1. 
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D. Proceedings 

31 January 2019 

Session 1: Introduction 

7. On behalf of ESCAP, Ms. Atsuko Okuda, Chief of ICT for Development Section, 
Information and Communications Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) 
delivered her opening remarks. Ms. Okuda described a critical role ICT plays towards the 
achievement of the SDGs, and broadband technologies as a sustainable development enabler 
through support to other critical infrastructure including trade, transport, ICT, energy grids and 
disaster risk reduction. At the same time, broadband connectivity is extending access to 
services and information to people for inclusive development.  

8. She highlighted that despite the rapid increase in broadband networks in the North and 
Central Asia region since 2007, a significant digital divide still remains and could be addressed 
through strategic investment in ICT, updating ICT policies and regulations and regional 
cooperation. Ms. Okuda pointed out that one of the means to expand broadband connectivity 
was identified as co-deployment of fibre optic cables along passive infrastructure such as roads, 
railways, power grids and oil/gas pipelines. An ESCAP study found that co-deployment could 
reduce as much as 57% of fibre optic cable deployment cost. This practice could be expanded 
in the North and Central Asian sub-region.   

9. In this context, she updated the participants on the project inception meeting which was 
held in Almaty in October 2018. The project “Addressing the Transboundary Dimensions of 
the 2030 Agenda”, and the Expert Group Meeting as a follow-up event, invited senior-level 
officials, relevant development and financial partners and private sector experts involved in 
ICT, transport and energy connectivity development in North and Central Asia. The project is 
expected to help address the challenges and opportunities by building capacity on infrastructure 
co-deployment and its relevant financing modalities. 

10. Closing her opening remarks, Ms. Okuda expressed hope that the discussions, 
knowledge and experience sharing during this meeting will be insightful and interactive and 
will serve as a solid basis for encouraging investments in ICT, transport and energy and 
accelerate the expansion of connectivity in North and Central Asia. 

11. Following Ms. Okuda’s remarks, Mr. Norimasa Shimomura, UN Resident 
Coordinator/ UNDP Resident Representative in Kazakhstan delivered his introductory 
remarks. Mr. Shimomura informed the participants of the adoption by the UN General 
Assembly in May 2018 of resolution on the repositioning of the UN Development System with 
the overall goal of strengthening the UN system to become able to more robustly support the 
countries to achieve SDGs. The role of UN Resident Coordinator has also been empowered to 
be directly accountable to the UN Secretary-General in ensuring UN’s systemwide coherence 
in Kazakhstan. Mr. Shimomura underline the very critical role of science, technology, and 
innovation in the work in the complex, hyperconnected and dynamic world. Digital technology 
can benefit the SDGs in many different ways: to help minimize inequality by providing access 
to basic services, such as e-health or online education. It can be used by governments to better 
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connect with their citizens through e-government tools, and to improve stakeholder 
engagement and information management. 

12. In this context, he highlighted progress that were made by Kazakhstan towards 
achieving the SDGs and mentioned that there still is more to do: Kazakhstan still needs to 
nationalize the SDG targets by adapting them in line with Kazakhstan’s development visions. 
Kazakhstan aims to join the ranks of top 30 most developed countries in the world and achieve 
OECD standards. The Prime Minister decided in August 2018 to establish a nationally-led and 
nationally-owned coordination architecture to better manage SDGs process given its broad 
scope and complexity. And technology and innovation play key roles to enable countries to 
make that necessary leap. 
 
13. In the end of his remark Mr. Shimomura expressed the belief that the program of the 
meeting discussions plays an important role in helping the participating countries to join hands 
to achieve something essential but innovative.   
 
14. Following Mr. Shimomura’s remarks Mr. Meyerbek Mukatov, Deputy Director of 
International Cooperation Department of the Ministry of Information and Communications, 
Kazakhstan, delivered his welcoming message. Mr. Mukatov highlighted the priority of 
Kazakhstan in ICT through the implementation of the “Digital Kazakhstan” State Program. He 
informed that within the period 2019-2023, the program will focus on five areas: 1) 
digitalization of the economy; 2) transition to a digital state; 3) implementation of the Digital 
Silk Road; 4) development of human capital; and 5) creation of an innovative system (business 
development, etc.). The sources of financing are government and local (regional) budgets, 
development partners, private investments and financial institutions. Closing his remarks, Mr. 
Mukatov invited all the EGM participants to attend the Summit “2.0 Digital Agenda into 
Globalization” panned to be held in Almaty next day on 1 February 2019. 
 
15. After Mr. Mukatov’s remarks, the ESCAP secretariat and the participants introduced 
themselves (please refer to Annex 2 for participant’s list). 
 
16. Closing the 1st Session, Ms. Elena Dyakonova, ICT Capacity Building Specialist, of 
ICT and Development Section of ESCAP, presented the objectives of the meeting. 
 
17. The session was closed, followed by a group photo session.  
 

Session 2: Harnessing Synergies through Infrastructure Co-deployment  

18. Session 2 was opened by Ms. Atsuko Okuda, Chief of the ICT and Development 
Section of ESCAP, who gave an overview presentation on co-deployment financing through 
the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway (AP-IS) in North and Central Asia. Ms. Okuda 
outlined the current status of broadband and digital divide in the region and provided 
information on the overview of AP-IS initiative which aims to increase the availability, 
affordability and resilience of broadband Internet across Asia and the Pacific. 
 
19. She indicated that one of the cost-efficient ways to reduce the cost of infrastructure 
deployment is to leverage the synergies of co-deployment of ICT infrastructure along transport, 
energy and other passive infrastructure. She briefly outlined the possible scope and types of 
co-deployment: (1) Co-deployment among telecom operators, (2) Co-deployment with 
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transport sector (3) Co-deployment with energy sectors with corresponding challenges and 
benefits. 
 
20. Ms. Okuda also gave an example of the Republic of Korea where co-deployments are 
established by law and most of the fiber optic cables are implemented by the highway 
authorities, e.g. Korea Expressway Corporation (KEC) while the highway was constructed.  
The estimated cost savings of the co-deployment was about USD 1,770 million. She also 
mentioned the ESCAP study on the case of Myanmar, where cost analysis and comparison 
between co-deployment and separate deployment of broadband network along the Asian 
Highway resulted in estimated savings of at least USD 7,379 per km, or 56.83% of the costs.  
 
21. She presented the main outputs of the October 2018 Development Account Project 
Inception Meeting and the planned activities for the project in the coming month. She also 
informed the participants of the main outputs of AP-IS Subregional Steering Group Meeting 
for North and Central Asia, including 1) ESCAP has been requested to support the Trans-
Eurasian Information Super Highway (TASIM) project under the subregional implementation 
plan of AP-IS initiative, 2)  ESCAP has been requested to support and coordinate among the 
three countries Georgia – Armenia – Iran of the North-South Road Corridor initiative for 
smooth cross-border implementation, in addition to the above-mentioned Development 
Account project activities.  
 
22. At the end of her presentation Ms. Atsuko Okuda pointed out that Kazakhstan’s 
strategic location between China and Europe provides an important linking role, which, 
together with high-quality and affordable telecommunication infrastructure and increasing 
services, can support Kazakhstan initiatives to become an ICT subregional hub in Central Asia. 
 
23. Ms. Madhurima Sarkar Swaisgood, Economic Affairs Officer of Disaster Risk 
Reduction Section, ESCAP, made a presentation on “Building risk resilient infrastructure: 
incorporating disaster and climate risk into Energy, Transport and ICT Sector planning in 
Central Asia”. The presentation was delivered remotely via Skype.  
 
24. Ms. Swaisgood underlined two related trends currently being discussed: 1) why it’s so 
important that our investments in infrastructure, both current and future, are climate and 
disaster risk informed and 2) how can we develop and use risk metrics to help us achieve that. 
 
25. From her presentation, five key messages were delivered for participants’ attention, 
including:  
 

(1) Disaster and climate risk is outpacing resilience in North and Central Asia, where  
occurrence of disasters, especially from extreme weather events has been on the rise in 
the past two decades with damage and loss from disasters has been also on the rise;  
 
(2) Disasters are shared vulnerabilities that pose high risks to critical infrastructure 
sectors, disaster impacts are amplified because sectors are interconnected;  
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(3) Accounting for and estimating risks from current and future hazards need to be 
mainstreamed into infrastructure planning, including co-deployment projects;  
(4) Climate change, which is projected to accelerate in the sub-region, is going to 
exacerbate hazards and pose additional risks, probabilistic models need to be developed 
to account for these risks on infrastructure sectors; and  

 
(5) ESCAP has been at the forefront of providing disaster risk analysis to countries in 
Asia and the Pacific and is developing sector specific annual average loss (AAL) for 
countries in Central Asia under the Development Account project.  

 
26. In the end of her presentation Ms. Swaisgood pointed out that under the Development 
Account project, multi-hazard risk assessment and future cost estimates in Central Asia are to 
be developed in partnership with the Center for Emergency and Disaster Risk Reduction 
(CEDRR) to hold joint training and capacity development workshops in 2019. 
 
27. Mr. Kiyoung Ko, Director of the Asian and Pacific Training Centre for Information 
and Communication Technology for Development (APCICT), presented APCICT’s capacity 
building initiatives and the Centre’s strategic approach. The presentation was delivered 
remotely via Skype. 
 
28. APCICT is an ESCAP’s regional institute providing capacity building programmes on 
e-government. He informed the meeting that the objective of his office is to build the ICT 
human and institutional capacity of ESCAP member States through training, knowledge-
sharing, multi-stakeholder dialogue and partnerships. He stated that APCICT’s activities target 
audience include policy makers and civil servants, women entrepreneurs, and future leaders 
(students and youths, and institutions of higher learning). He informed the meeting of 
APCICT’s various activities in several ESCAP member countries and gave examples of 
utilization of the programs in different counties in Asia and the Pacific. He mentioned the 
training modules currently conducted by APCICT contribute to the four pillars of the AP-IS 
initiative and noted that existing modules needs to be updated to reflect trends in the changing 
ICT landscape. In this context, he also shared the Centre’s plan to develop new academy 
modules on data-driven governance and building resilient and smart infrastructure through co-
deployment of ICT. He also informed that the regional training of trainers (TOT) on data-driven 
governance is scheduled during 2Q in Central Asia. 
  
29. Mr. Juan Navas-Sabater, Lead ICT Policy Specialist of Digital                                                              
Development, World Bank, delivered his presentation on World Bank’s regional digital 
programs. Mr. Navas-Sabater started his presentation with the reasons why a Regional Digital 
Program was initiated for Central Asia and South Asia, including: (1) Central Asia & 
Afghanistan suffer from poor quality and expensive Internet connectivity due to incomplete 
policy and regulatory environments, geography, limited regional integration, limited use of ICT 
and  low level of private investment. (2) prices for international Internet bandwidth in Central 
Asia remain among the highest in the world.  
 
30. Against this background, Mr. Navas-Sabater briefly introduced the Digital Central Asia 
& South Asia Regional Program (Digital CASA). He informed that the Digital CASA Regional 
Program aims to increase access to more affordable Internet, crowd-in private investment, and 
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improve participating government’s capacity to deliver digital government services in Central 
Asia and parts of South Asia, through the development of a regionally integrated digital 
infrastructure and enabling environment. The first countries joined program are Kyrgyzstan 
(US$50 million), Afghanistan (US$51 million) and Uzbekistan (estimated at $300 million).  A 
dialogue is ongoing with Kazakhstan and Tajikistan. At the end of his presentation Mr. Navas-
Sabater updated the meeting with details of planned next steps of the Digital CASA program. 
 
31. Mr. Vladimir Kryuchkov, Chief Executive Officer, ITS-Russia, presented about 
national experience, perspectives and challenges of co-deployment. Mr. Kryuchkov informed 
about the meeting on co-deployment which was held in Bangkok 22 of November 2018 where 
several countries presented the national experience in co-deployment. He indicated that co-
deployment is not always easy to implement due to different legislations in countries. He was 
of the opinion that an international experts group on the subject matter may be helpful to engage 
in dialogue on an ongoing basis. 
 
32. In Russia, there are 10 large telecom operators including Rostelecom, MegaFon, 
TransTeleCom (TTK), VimpelCom (now VEON) and others. For example, Rostelecom owns 
an extensive backbone network and carries out cross-border projects. There are other examples 
and precedents, among them: Transit Europe – Asia (TEA), Europe Persia Express Gateway 
(EPEG). Another example is СARAVAN, an innovative project of Rosavtodor, supported by 
the Ministry of Transport of Russian Federation, which is aimed to create digital infrastructure 
on the network of federal roads for connected and self-driving vehicles, using technologies of 
cooperative ITS. The ITS route would begin from the biggest cities of Finland and run via 
Helsinki through the border with Russia to Saint Petersburg, Moscow, Kazan to the border with 
Kazakhstan, Mongolia and China. Mr. Kryuchkov emphasized the importance of 
transboundary cooperation, and recommended to arrange dialogs within each country, as well 
as leverage the international platforms like ESCAP’s AP-IS, 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and others.   
 
33. The representative of the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), Mr. Kirill 
Oparin, Head of CIS Regional Office, began his presentation by introducing the ESCAP-ITU 
interactive map highlighting that the global transmission map provided information on 
networks, location of fibre-optic cables, micro-wave links, submarine cables, satellite links and 
Internet Exchange Points (IXPs). He informed that ITU has been undertaking this project since 
2013 and now Map interface is passing through a complete redesign to make it more interactive.  
Mr. Oparin moved on to share new features of the redesigned interactive transmission map 
with new structure, clear navigation, visually segmented interactive lines and nodes, and 
completely responsive layout.  He noted that the interactive map will continue to provide policy 
makers with a useful tool on identifying cross-border fibre-optic cable links. 
 
34. On the new Interactive Map, it is possible to click on the nodes and lines to get more 
detailed information. A summary on a specific area/country can be called with new detailed 
information and current ICT statistics, also maps of ICT indicators are available. Finally, Mr. 
Oparin pointed out that the Interactive Maps is a great resource for network planning and also 
an investment analysis tool. It will be possible to see areas where coverage is most needed. In 
the future calculation on network deployment will be integrated to the project. 
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Session 3: Infrastructure Co-deployment and Financing 
 
35. Mr. Bekhzod Rakhmatov, Associate Economic Affairs Officer, Transport Division 
(TD), ESCAP, made the statement about transport aspects of co-deployment, identifying 
challenges for the North and Central Asia subregion and the target countries. Key challenges 
he specified include the below: 

 sub-standard condition of more than 7 per cent of the Asian Highway Network 
roads,  

 approximately USD 3.5 billion will be necessary for improving the sub-standard 
sections of the Asian Highway Network, 

 USD 76 billion to eliminate the missing links of the Trans-Asian Railway 
Network,  

 inadequate intermodal-linkage between different modes of transport.  
 

36. He mentioned the workshop on co-deployment organized by ESCAP in Bangkok on 22 
November 2018, where the results of a recently conducted study on co-deployment were 
discussed and listed the substantial outcomes of the expert discussions. He also noted that 
experts recommended the ESCAP secretariat to further utilize a well-established platform for 
intergovernmental agreements, regional norm setting and capacity building and a knowledge 
hub to enhance multi-sectoral cooperation in relation to developing connectivity across the 
borders in the region.   

37. Presentation on infrastructure financing was delivered by Mr. Ulukbek Usubaliev, 
Economic Affairs Officer, Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development Division 
(MPFD), ESCAP. Mr. Usubaliev listed the current sources of infrastructure investment funding 
the in the Asia-Pacific region and constraints in many developing countries on both public and 
private resources as well as foreign investments across countries. 

38. In addition, he mentioned different ways public resources are mobilized across the 
countries. He pointed out that financing from foreign sources is a main element for the 
developing countries and creates a great opportunity in supplementing their domestic resources 
in developing infrastructure. In addition, new international sources of finance and technical 
assistance through various multilateral and bilateral development partners and existing regional 
initiatives offer significant opportunities. Mr. Usubaliev noted that the role of international 
innovative private financing has been growing globally and presents an excellent 
supplementary opportunity to diversify sources of financing. 

39. Mr. Osama Rajkhan (PhD), Social Affairs Officer, Social Development Division 
(SDD) / Subregional Office for North and Central Asia (SONCA), ESCAP, made a 
presentation on incorporating social inclusion into infrastructure development policies. He 
mentioned that social inclusion when coupled with co-deployment can achieve the goal of 
reducing the widening digital divide and digital inequality in the sub-region. This means 
assisting government to amend policy and regulations to better target social groups, for 
example to offer social financing (i.e. zero-interest loans to female entrepreneurs who start 
small-businesses along the co-deployment corridor), improve human capital skill development, 
and the issuance of green bonds. 

40. Mr. Dong-ik Lee, Director General of Investment Operations III, Asia Infrastructure 
Investment Bank, delivered a presentation on the work of the Asia Infrastructure Investment 
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Bank (AIIB). Mr. Lee started his presentation with an overview of the AIIB, including its 
history, key facts, mission, strategy and values, as well as its management and organizational 
structure. Then he moved on to share the overview of the investment operations and informed 
that AIIB supports non-sovereign and private sector projects as well as engages in sovereign 
projects, outlining the funding scope and criteria and boundaries of the projects and investment 
approval process, value proposition and additionalities. He indicated the AIIB focus areas 
include rural infrastructure, energy and power, environmental protection, urban development 
and logistics, transportation and telecommunications, water supply and sanitation. He 
explained that there is 40 percent of infrastructure gap in developing Asia, and ICT 
infrastructure gap to reach nearly $1 trillion by 2040, with biggest divides in Africa and Asia.  
At the end of the presentation he described products and types of financing of the Bank and 
project selection and due diligence processes.  
 
41. Mr. Leonid Efimov, Deputy Head of International Cooperation Division of Eurasian 
Development Bank, delivered a presentation “Investment in Development and Integration”. 
Mr. Efimov started with the history and general information about the Eurasian Development 
Bank and listed its member states which are Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Russia, Tajikistan. He informed that Bank is open to new member states that share the Bank’s 
objectives. He indicated that the mission of the EDB is to promote the development of the 
market economy of the member states of the EDB, their sustainable economic growth and 
expansion of trade and economic ties through investment activities. 
 
42. The EDB pays attention to financing projects for the development of infrastructure, the 
power industry, the chemical and petrochemical industries, engineering, metallurgy and 
mining, the oil and gas industry, the agro-industrial complex in the member states of the Bank. 
He informed the meeting of integration and socio-economic effects of the operations and 
indicated that one of the most important tasks of the EDB is the analysis and forecast of the 
state of the economies and financial markets of the participating States. To accomplish this task 
the Bank publishes analytical materials, implements major research and applied projects, 
organizes conferences and provides financial support in conducting interstate, state and 
industry levels of pre-investment and innovative research.  
 
Session 4: Way Forward: Developing Plans of Action 
 
43. The Session 4 was dedicated to group discussions and exchange of ideas and knowledge 
among sectoral focal points of all participating countries and experts. As a result, the substantial 
inputs and feedback were received from the participants. The main outcomes of the followed 
discussion are summarized below:  
 

 Social inclusion tends to be missing from infrastructure projects, despite the fact that 
the projects aim to achieve inclusive and sustainable development. Therefore, integrating social 
perspectives, including gender, from the planning stage of infrastructure initiatives should be 
mainstreamed across sectors.  

 The digital revolution and economic sustainability are connected and to increase the 
success of future generation of students in finding decent jobs, innovation and the digital 
technologies, including AI, must be integrated in education and employment. 

 Due to the geographical location and the level of digital development, Kazakhstan can 
serve as a hub for regional connectivity and expanding affordable broadband access by 
offering: 1) developing Data Centres to stimulate national and subregional Internet traffic and 
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offer solutions in the field of Big Data and AI (artificial intelligence) and the provision of cloud 
computing services, while providing governments with data storage facilities, 2) strengthening 
IXPs (Internet exchange points) in Almaty to improve the efficiency of managing Internet 
traffic, thereby reducing the cost of broadband access and increase the flexibility of using 
existing cables, and 3) a stable policy and regulatory regime. 

 Kazakhstan is working to digitize many parts of the economy with e-Government, 
human capital development, and the Digital Road Silk within the next five years. 

 Disaster risk mitigation requires network redundancy, thus redundancy must be built in 
with more cables and data centres to become resilient. 

 A participant from Mongolia indicated that co-deployment was crucial for connecting 
border crossing cities to ensure sustainable economic development to meet the SDGs.  

 A participant from Tajikistan requested for additional connectivity to Kazakhstan to 
make Internet connectivity more affordable. 

 In the case of the Russian Federation, a participant noted that satellite data transmission 
was becoming cheaper than terrestrial fiber optics and therefore, it should be considered as an 
option. 

 The representative of the Russian Ministry of Transport reported on the experiment 
conducted in the Russian Federation on the laying of fiber optic cables using the road Right of 
Way, as well as of the normative legal regulation of engineering communications placement 
along highways and consideration of the norms of the Eurasian Economic Union. He noted the 
need of supporting information regarding the expected effect of the project for various sectors 
of the economy, including the road sector as well as a need of a comprehensive study of the 
placement of telecommunications infrastructure which takes into account the roads Right of 
Way with the participation of ESCAP member States road sector representatives. 

 The representative of Cisco System underlined the importance of support to small and 
medium businesses which require a suitable and enabling environment to develop tech talent 
and standardization. 

 The EGM acknowledged the usefulness of both meetings in October 2018 and January 
2019 and thanked ESCAP for organizing it. 
 
Session 5:  Closing 
 
44. On behalf of the government of Kazakhstan, Mr. Meyerbek Mukatov delivered the 
closing remarks. 
 
45. On behalf of ESCAP’s secretariat, Ms. Okuda thanked the participants and resource 
persons for their active participation and contributions to the meeting which resulted in a 
fruitful outcome and clear guidance for the future activities of the project.  
 
46. The meeting was closed. 
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1 February 2019 

47. The participants attended the sessions of the Summit “Digital agenda into the 
globalization 2.0”. More information available on http://digitalforum.kz/  
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Annex 1: Agenda of the Meeting 

 
 
Time 

 
   31 January 2019 
 

08:30-09:00 Registration 
 
09:00-09:30 

 
Session 1: Introduction, MC - Mr. Osama Rajkhan (PhD), Social Affairs Officer, 
Social Development Division (SDD)/Subregional Office for North and Central Asia 
(SONCA), ESCAP 
 
1. Opening remarks:  
a. Ms. Atsuko Okuda, Chief of ICT for Development Section, Information and 
Communications Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD), ESCAP 
b. Mr. Norimasa Shimomura, UN Resident Coordinator/ UNDP Resident 
Representative, Astana, Kazakhstan  
c. Mr. Meyerbek Mukatov, Deputy Director of International Cooperation 
Department of the Ministry of Information and Communications, Kazakhstan 
 
2. Self-introduction by all participants 
 
• Objectives of the meeting  
    Ms. Elena Dyakonova, ICT Capacity Building Specialist, ICT and    Development 
Section (IDD), ESCAP  
 

9:30-10:00 Photo Session and Coffee/Tea Break 

10:00-12:00 Session 2: Harnessing Synergies through Infrastructure Co-deployment  

Moderator: Mr. Meyerbek Mukatov, Deputy Director of International Cooperation 
Department of the Ministry of Information and Communications, Kazakhstan 

d. Presentation on Infrastructure Co-deployment aspects (15 min)     
Ms. Atsuko Okuda, Chief of ICT for Development Section, ESCAP  
 
e. Presentation on Disaster Resilience: Kazakhstan specific infrastructure 
resilience issues and the intended outcomes of the ongoing ESCAP Development 
Account Project (15 min) 
Mr. Sanjay Kumar Srivastava and Ms. Madhurima Sarkar Swaisgood, Disaster Risk 
Reduction Section, ESCAP 
  
f. Presentation “APCICT’s Capacity Building Initiatives” (15 min) 
Mr. Kiyoung Ko, Director, APCICT, (Skype, Remotely) 

 Q&As 

o Presentation on World Bank’s regional digital programs (15 min) 
Mr. Juan Navas-Sabater, Lead ICT Policy Specialist, Digital                                                                       
Development,  World Bank 

o Presentation on National Experiences related to Co-deployment  
(20 min) 
Mr. Vladimir Kryuchkov, Chief Executive Officer, ITS-Russia  

o Presentation of ITU (15 min) 
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Mr. Kirill Oparin, Head, Regional Office CIS, International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU)  
 Q&As 

12:00-13:00 Lunch Break 

 
13:00-14:00 

 
Session 3: Infrastructure Co-deployment and Financing 
 
Moderator: Mr. Kirill Oparin, Head, Regional Office CIS, International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU)  
 
o Intervention on Transport Aspects of Co-deployment (5 min) 
Mr. Bekhzod Rakhmatov, Associate Economic Affairs Officer, Transport Division 
(TD), ESCAP 
 
o Intervention on Infrastructure Financing (5 Min)   
Mr. Ulukbek Usubaliev, Economic Affairs Officer, Macroeconomic Policy and 
Financing for Development Division (MPFD), ESCAP  
 
o Intervention on Social Inclusion (5 Min)   
   Mr. Osama Rajkhan (PhD), Social Affairs Officer, Social Development Division 
(SDD)/Subregional Office for North and Central Asia (SONCA), ESCAP  
 
g. Presentation from Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) (10 min) 
Mr. Dong-ik Lee, Director General of Investment Operations III, Asia Infrastructure 
Investment Bank, Beijing, China  
 
h. Presentation from Eurasian Development Bank (10 min) 
Mr. Leonid Efimov, Deputy Head of International Cooperation Division 
• Q&A 
 

14:00-14:15 Coffee/Tea Break 

 
14:15-15:30 

 
Session 4: Way Forward: Developing Plans of Action 

Moderator: TBD 

o Sharing of information and national experience on infrastructure co-
deployment, updates and achievements from previous meeting by project core 
countries: 

 Kazakhstan 
 Kyrgyzstan 
 Mongolia 

o Discussions on concrete initiatives, pilots, policy updates and capacity 
development 
 Q&A 

15:30–16:00 Session 5:  

MC - Mr. Osama Rajkhan (PhD), Social Affairs Officer, Social Development 
Division (SDD)/Subregional Office for North and Central Asia, (SONCA), ESCAP 

 Summary 
 Closing 
 

Time 1 February 2019 
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08:30-09:00 Registration 

 
09:00-16:30 

 
Participating in the sessions of the Summit Digital agenda into the globalization 2.0  
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Annex 2: List of Participants 

 
MEMBER COUNTRIES 

 

KAZAKHSTAN 

Mr. Aidar Kazybayev, Managing Director, Astana International Financial Centre Authority, 
Astana 

Ms. Meirkul Kuandykova - Acting Director of the Department of International Cooperation, 
Ministry of Information and Communications, Astana 

Mr. Meirbek Mukatov, Head of International Cooperation and Eurosian Integration 
Department, Ministry of Information and Communication of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

 

KYRGYZSTAN 

Ms. Elvira Isaeva, Head of IT Sector, Ministry of Economy of the Kyrgyz Republic, Bishkek 

Mr. Taalaibek Sharapov, Chief Specialist, Ministry of Transport and Roads of the Kyrgyz 
Republic, Bishkek 

Mr. Almaz Kerimovich Stamaliev, Chief Specialist of the Energy Department, The State 
Committee for Industry, Energy and Subsoil Use of the Kyrgyz Republic 

Mr. Myrzakmat Begmatov, Chief specialist of Department of External Affairs, State 
Committee of Information Technologies and Communications of the Kyrgyz Republic, 
Bishkek 

Mr. Apsamat Murzakmatov, Leading specialist of Department of ICT policy, State Committee 
of Information Technologies and Communications of the Kyrgyz Republic, Bishkek 

 

MONGOLIA 

Ms. Uranchimeg Andrai, Deputy Director, Communications and Information Technology 
Authority, Ulaanbaatar 

Mr. Ulziibayar Luvsnasharav Erkhii Mergen, Director of the Policy coordination department, 
National Emergency Management Agency of Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar 

Mr. Ugtakhbayar Onchuud Mashbat, Senior Officer, Ministry of Roads and Transport 
Development, Ulaanbaatar 
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Mr. Khalik Byekbolat, Officer at the Monitoring, Assessment and Internal Audit Department, 
Ministry of Energy, Ulaanbaatar 

 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

Mr. Anatoly Glukhov. Head of Division, Department of state policy in public road system, 
Ministry of transport, Moscow 

 

TAJIKISTAN 

Mr. Ukumatsho Aksakolov, Head of Planning and Assessment of Roads Section, Ministry of 
Transport, Dushanbe 

Mr. Zokirov Komilboy Samarkhonovich, Deputy Head of the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering, Defense Industry and Chemistry, Ministry of industry and new technologies of 
the Republic of Tajikistan, Dushanbe 

 

UZBEKISTAN 

Mr. Akmal Zakirjanovich Arifjanov, Head, Department of Telecommunications Infrastructure 
Development, Ministry of Development of Information Technologies and Communications  

 Mr. Furkat Yusupov, Head of the Department of International Cooperation and Work with 
Telecom Operators of Uzbektelecom JSC  

Mr. Shoakbar Tashpulatov, Head of the Linear Cable Management Department of the 
Telecommunications Networks Operation Department of Uzbektelecom JSC  

Mr. Gulom Ruzimatov, First Deputy Director of the Transport Telecommunications Network 
Branch of Uzbektelecom JSC  

**************************************** 

 

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND RELATED ORGANIZATIONS 

 

International Telecommunication Union 

Mr. Kirill Oparin, Head of Regional Office CIS, Moscow, Russian Federation 
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UNDP Kazakhstan 

Mr. Norimasa Shimomura, UN Resident Coordinator/ UNDP Resident Representative, Astana, 
Kazakhstan 

**************************************** 

OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank 

Mr. Dong-ik Lee, Director General of Investment Operations III, Beijing, China 

Mr. Paul Lam, Young Professional, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, Beijing, China 

 

Eurasian Development Bank 

Mr. Leonid Efimov, Deputy Head of International Cooperation Division 

Mr. Arman Ahunbaev, Leading expert of the Centre for Integration Studies 

 

World Bank 

Mr. Juan Navas-Sabater, Lead ICT Policy Specialist, Digital Development, Brussels, Belgium 

Mr. Oleg Petrov, Washington DC, USA 

**************************************** 

PRIVATE SECTORS 

CISCO 

Ms. Yaila Kadyrbekova, Program manager for CDA in Kazakhstan 

iBEC Systems 

Mr. Ruslan Rakhimbayev Muratovich, Executive director/Operation process management, 
Almaty, Kazakhstan 

TNS (Part of the VEON Group) 

Mr. Oleksandr Muratov, Chief Technology Officer, Almaty, Kazakhstan 

Mr. Sabi Omirserikov, Chief Operating Officer, Almaty, Kazakhstan 

**************************************** 
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EXPERTS 

Mr. Galym Omarov, Department of "Economics and Business", The International Information 
Technologies University (IITU), Almaty, Kazakhstan 

Professor Vitaly Salnikov, Dean of the Faculty of Geography and Environmental Sciences, al 
–Faraby Kazakh National University, Almaty, Kazakhstan 

Mr. Vladimir Viktorovich. Kryuchkov, Chief Executive Officer, Intelligent Transport System, 
Russia. 

**************************************** 

SECRETARIAT 

Mr. Norimasa Shimomura UN Resident Coordinator/ UNDP Resident 
Representative in Kazakhstan 

Mr. Kiyoung Ko Director, APCICT 

Ms. Atsuko Okuda Chief, ICT and Development Section, ICT 
and Disaster Risk Reduction Division 

Mr. Osama Mostafa Rajkhan          Social Affairs Officer, Social Development 
Division 

Mr. Ulukbek Usubaliev 

 

Economic Affairs Officer, Macroeconomic 
Policy and Financing for Development 
Division 

Mr. Tae Hyung Kim Economic Affairs Officer, Space 
Applications Section, ICT and Disaster Risk 
Reduction Division 

Ms. Madhurima Sarkar Swaisgood Economic Affairs Officer, Disaster Risk 
Reduction Section, ICT and Disaster Risk 
Reduction Division 

Mr. Bekhzod Rakhmatov Associate Economic Affairs Officer, 
Transport Division 

Ms. Elena Dyakonova Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway, 
ICT Capacity Building Specialist, ICT and 
Development Section, ICT and Disaster Risk 
Reduction Division, IDD 

 


