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Webinar Series: Towards Model Provisions for Trade in Times of Crisis and 

Pandemic in Regional and other Trade Agreements 

Summary 

 

As part of the Initiative on Model Provisions for Trade in Times of Crisis and Pandemic 

in Regional and other Trade Agreements, following the successful conclusion of a 

Policy Hackathon, this webinar series was  organized to discuss and build upon the top 

contributions received. With excellent contributions and the collaboration of ESCAP, 

UNCTAD, WTO, SMU, FAO and four other United Nations Regional Commissions, 

the webinar series successfully concluded on 2nd November 2020. 

More than 300 attendees registered for the webinar series. 16 presentations were 

delivered, followed by insightful comments from more than 20 experts. Drawn from 

the valuable discussion among all participants during the webinar series, key 

recommendations for Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) are summarized as follows.1 

Webinar 1: UNCTAD Trade Policy Dialogue: Towards model RTA provisions for trade 

in essential supplies in times of crisis 

The presenters called for more harmonization and mutual recognition of equivalence 

on technical regulations and conformity assessment of essential supplies (e.g. personal 

protective equipment). Given that many countries have employed temporary measures 

to recognize technical regulations and standards of other countries, the presenters also 

suggested converting temporary measures to permanent ones. The Panel recommended 

using the EU Mutual Recognition Agreements as a model, and further pointed out that 

trade agreements should also address issues such as export restrictions, stockpiling and 

asymmetric information in matching buyers/sellers; practical barriers to create the same 

standards considering different regulatory capacities. The Panel also recommended less 

binding Memorandum of Understanding as a short-term solution. 

Webinar 2: Towards model RTA provisions for building back better 

The presenters focused on two aspects that trade agreements need to improve: 

flexibility supported by transparency and sustainable development. It was suggested 

that trade agreements should provide a flexible framework for a more coordinated 

response, including a flexible definition of crisis; emergency provisions that allow 

countries to set their own measures, together with transparency requirements ensuring 

the proportionality;  and the establishment of an international coordination committee 

(the Panel suggested careful consideration of its composition), which may make the 

declaration of emergency that would trigger emergency provisions. As for sustainable 

development, recommendations include incorporation of provisions concerning gender, 

Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) and circular economy; and 

digitalization were highlighted. The Panel further emphasized the need to involve the 

 
1 Please see Annex 1 the programme of the webinar series. More information and recordings, slides of 

presentations are available at https://www.unescap.org/events/webinar-series-towards-model-

provisions-trade-times-crisis-and-pandemic-regional-and-other  

https://www.unescap.org/resources/initiative-model-provisions-trade-times-crisis-and-pandemic-regional-and-other-trade
https://www.unescap.org/resources/initiative-model-provisions-trade-times-crisis-and-pandemic-regional-and-other-trade
https://www.unescap.org/resources/online-repository-contributions-policy-hackathon-model-provisions-trade-times-crisis-and
https://www.unescap.org/events/webinar-series-towards-model-provisions-trade-times-crisis-and-pandemic-regional-and-other
https://www.unescap.org/events/webinar-series-towards-model-provisions-trade-times-crisis-and-pandemic-regional-and-other
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private sector; note the differences (e.g. capacity/scope/political backing) among RTAs 

and seek opportunities to reach solutions at multiple levels (bilateral, multilateral); and 

employ progressive provisions and assistance mechanisms considering different levels 

of capacity. 

Webinar 3: Towards model RTA provisions for agri-food trade in times of crisis 

The presenters proposed various improvements on trade agreements, among which 

paperless trade and information exchange were the most pivotal. They recommended 

establishing or improving information sharing mechanisms both within the industry and 

with/within regulators; using databases and electronic transmission for information 

sharing; and promoting electronic certification, payment and customs clearance. They 

also recommended streamlining Rules of Origin (ROO) and Certificate of Origin (COO) 

requirements (e.g. relevant provisions in CPTPP), strengthening regulations on export 

restrictions and including worker welfare provisions. The Panel further highlighted the 

importance of considering the entire value chain (from fertilizer sourcing to distribution 

to consumers) and technical assistance like and beyond that in the WTO Trade 

Facilitation Agreement (TFA). 

Webinar 4: Towards model RTA provisions for trade in times of crisis: regional 

perspectives 

The presenters pointed out that the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated geopolitical 

tensions and triggered knee-jerk protectionist reactions. But the long-term solution 

remains international trade and cooperation. This crisis is also an opportunity for Least 

Developed Countries (LDCs) to make changes, such as fixing unreasonable regulations, 

building up the resilience of supply chains and their capacity for digitalization. 

Recommendations were made that African RTAs should focus on supporting MSMEs, 

paperless trade, regional cooperation in public health and food security, and financial 

assistance. Based on Chile’s experience, the presenters also recommended ensuring that 

benefits from new technologies and trade are distributed with a view towards gender 

equity. The Panel further recommended creating and enhancing a rule-based system 

that improves transparency, cooperation and therefore certainty; regulating export 

restrictions, especially those against LDCs; and reflecting on and improving exceptions 

responding to crisis under RTAs (national security considerations were highlighted). 

Webinar 5: Towards model RTA provisions for trade facilitation in times of crisis 

In addition to general advocacy of paperless trade, the presenters made technical 

recommendations on ROO and digital identity systems. They summarized some good 

practices of the EU: accepting electronic submission and electronic certificates; and 

allowing retroactive issuance of certificates under exceptional circumstances etc. They 

further recommended taking steps to harmonize E-certification on the regional level 

and helping all RTA parties with building the necessary infrastructure. The presenters 

highlighted that credible identification of suppliers and trust are fundamental to trade, 

especially as supply chains become more complex and digital. They called for the 

establishment of a trusted global digital identity system and recommended that specific 

provisions be included in RTAs such as streamlining identity verification systems 
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within official departments and ensuring interoperability and mutual recognition 

between systems of different countries. The Panel highlighted the importance of 

identifying both trade operators and the goods traded by them.  

Webinar 6: Towards model RTA provisions for E-commerce/digital trade in times of 

crisis 

COVID-19 has increased the pre-existing need for regulatory cooperation on digital 

trade. The presenters highlighted some new issues addressed by the Digital Economy 

Partnership Agreement (DEPA) – location of computing facilities, cybersecurity 

cooperation, digital identity, artificial intelligence etc. that could be addressed by other 

RTAs. They also recommend involving stakeholders in developing interoperable 

infrastructure and incorporating legal privacy frameworks to preserve consumer trust. 

The Panel pointed out the leeway in implementation under DEPA, and suggested 

strengthening implementation of digital trade provisions. The Panel further 

recommended eliminating data localization requirements, which lay a heavy burden on 

certain entities, especially MSMEs, but contribute little to security. The Panel also 

highlighted the need for working on harmonizing/recognizing standards of data 

protection, as well as clarifying responsibilities for breaching such standards. 

Webinar 7: Towards model RTA/IIA provisions for investment in times of crisis 

The presenters proposed recommendations for promoting investment during crises 

based on Singapore’s experience, including easing regulatory requirements, increasing 

leverage limits for greater flexibility etc. Reaffirming the importance of building 

investor confidence and an investment-friendly environment, they highlighted that 

RTAs must enhance transparency and help with fostering national/regional crisis 

handling capacities. The presenters also recommended promoting stakeholder 

involvement; establishing a system to notify investors of emergency measures; and 

ensuring policy space through emergency/force majeure provisions. The Panel further 

raised issues that should be taken into account when negotiating, such as stress testing 

for investors; policy flexibility; and in which parts of the supply chain the investment 

climate fosters resilience. Finally, the Panel emphasized balancing flexibility and 

certainty; and recommended a clear rules-based system to lower risk costs. 

Webinar 8: Towards model RTA provisions on government procurement: ensuring 

efficient trade flows in public procurement markets in times of crisis 

Noting that procurement plays an important role in the trade of essential goods during 

a crisis, the presenters proposed a bottom-up incremental solution in RTAs (that often 

build on the plurilateral WTO Government Procurement Agreement) to develop 

provisions on tracking and data collection; to enhance transparency; and leveraging 

technology to achieve digitalization. The Panel highlighted accountability, 

transparency and the clarification of conditions for the use of emergency provisions as 

means to combat corruption and enhance the role trade can play in helping overcome 

crises. The Panel recommended a comprehensive reflection on current exceptions under 

trade agreements and their relationship with countries’ needs under actual exceptional 

circumstances, both in regard to government procurement and trade more generally. 
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Annex 1 IMP Webinar Series Programme 

 

UN Webinar Series: Towards Model Provisions for Trade in 
Times of Crisis and Pandemic in Regional and other Trade 

Agreements 
 
 
 

Following the successful conclusion of a Policy Hackathon as part of the 
Initiative on Model Provisions for Trade in Times of Crisis and Pandemic 
in Regional and other Trade Agreements, a webinar series is organized to 
discuss and build upon the top contributions received. Access to the 
online repository of the Policy Hackathon HERE.  
 
The webinar series is organized by ESCAP, UNCTAD, WTO and SMU in 
collaboration with FAO and four other United Nations Regional 
Commissions. More information can be found HERE. 

• Towards model RTA provisions for trade in essential supplies in times of 

crisis (UNCTAD Trade Policy Dialogue) 

• Towards model RTA provisions for building back better 

• Towards model RTA provisions for agri-food trade in times of crisis 

• Towards model RTA provisions for trade in times of crisis: regional 

perspectives 

• Towards model RTA provisions for trade facilitation in times of crisis 

• Towards model RTA provisions for e-commerce/digital trade in times of 

crisis 

• Towards model RTA/IIA provisions for investment in times of crisis 

• Towards model RTA provisions on government procurement in times of 

crisis 

 
Dates: 28, 29, 30 October and 2 November 
 

https://www.unescap.org/resources/online-repository-contributions-policy-hackathon-model-provisions-trade-times-crisis-and
https://www.unescap.org/events/webinar-series-towards-model-provisions-trade-times-crisis-and-pandemic-regional-and-other
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28 October 
 
 
 
Webinar 1: 
17:00 – 17:10 Bangkok 
Webinar series – welcome and opening remarks, ESCAP  
17:10-18:10 Bangkok (11:10-12:10 Geneva) 
UNCTAD Trade Policy Dialogue: Towards model RTA provisions for trade in essential 
supplies in times of crisis 
Moderator: Miho Shirotori, Chief of Trade Negotiations and Commercial Diplomacy 
Branch, UNCTAD 
Presentation: 

• Divya Prabhakar & Seul Lee & Mingcong Li & Chi Le Ngo [C142] Based on PH 
contribution “Strengthening International Regulatory Cooperation for Medical 
Supplies in Times of Medical Emergencies” 

• Joseph A McMahon, University College Dublin & Jiangyuan Fu, Chinese 
University of Hong Kong [C46] Based on PH contribution “More Restriction or 
Facilitation on PPE amid COVID-19: Limitations and Options of International 
Trade Law” 

Panel:   

• Paul Baker, Chief Executive, International Economics Consulting Ltd., 
Mauritius 

• Simon J. Evenett, Professor of International Trade and Economic 
Development, University of St. Gallen 

• Taisuke Ito, Economic Affairs Officer, UNCTAD 
 
 
 
Webinar 2: 
18:20-19:20 Bangkok 
Towards model RTA provisions for building back better  
Moderator: Mia Mikic, Director of the Trade, Investment, and Innovation Division, 
UNESCAP  
Presentation: 

• Tracey Epps, Chapman Tripp [C103] Based on PH contribution “Facilitating a 
Coordinated International Response in Times of Crisis” 

• Katrin Kuhlmann, New Markets Lab, Washington, D.C. [C145] Based on PH 
contribution “Re-conceptualizing Free Trade Agreements Through a 
Sustainable Development Lens” 

Panel:  

• Gabrielle Marceau, Senior Counsellor, Research Division WTO 

• Mark Wu, Professor, Harvard School of Law, Harvard University 

• Stephen Olson, Research Fellow, Hinrich Foundation 

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/142%20Final-Team%20Divya%20Prabhakar-Switzerland_0.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/142%20Final-Team%20Divya%20Prabhakar-Switzerland_0.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/46%20Final%20Team%20Jiangyuan%20Fu-Hong%20Kong_0.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/46%20Final%20Team%20Jiangyuan%20Fu-Hong%20Kong_0.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/46%20Final%20Team%20Jiangyuan%20Fu-Hong%20Kong_0.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/103%20Final-Team%20Tracey%20Epps-New%20Zealand.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/103%20Final-Team%20Tracey%20Epps-New%20Zealand.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/145%20Final-Team%20Katrin%20Kuhlmann-USA.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/145%20Final-Team%20Katrin%20Kuhlmann-USA.pdf
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29 October 
 
 
 
Webinar 3: 
16:00-17:00 Bangkok 
Towards model RTA provisions for agri-food trade in times of crisis 
Moderator: Marcio Castro de Souza, Senior Fishery Officer, FAO 
Facilitators: Georgios Mermigkas, Economist, FAO & David Vivas, Legal Officer, 
UNCTAD 
Presentation: 

• Tang Yi & Yanxuedan Zhang, Shanghai Ocean University [C20] 
Based on PH contribution “Provisions for trade of fish and fish products in trade 
agreements in times of crisis and pandemic: recommendations for negotiation and 
capacity building” 

• Steven Clarke, Hinrich Global Leaders Team [C108] 
Based on PH contribution “Practical Responses to Pandemics: Evidence and 
recommendations from case studies of agri-food trade in the EU, Asia-Pacific and 
American regions during Covid-19” 
Panel:  

• Bipul Chatterjee, Executive Director, CUTS International 

• Markus Pikart, Economic Affairs Officer, UNECE 
 
 
 
Webinar 4: 
17:15-18:15 Bangkok 
Towards model RTA provisions for trade in times of crisis: regional perspectives  
Moderator: Sebastian Herreros, Economic Affairs Officer, UNECLAC 
Presentation: 

• Prachi Agarwal & Mulenga Chonzi, Jawaharlal Nehru University [C129] 
Based on PH contribution “Impact of COVID-19 on International Trade: Lessons for 
African LDCs” 

• Javiera Cáceres & Felipe Muñoz, University of Chile [C134]  
Based on PH contribution “Towards Crisis-Sensitive Trade Provisions: An Analysis of 
the Pacific Alliance” 
Panel:  

• Deborah Elms, Executive Director, Asian Trade Centre and Vice Chair, Asia 
Business Trade Association 

• Peter Draper, Executive Director, Institute for International Trade, University 
of Adelaide 

• Simon Mevel, Economic Affairs Officer, UNECA 
 

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/20%20Final-Team%20Tang%20Yi-China.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/20%20Final-Team%20Tang%20Yi-China.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/20%20Final-Team%20Tang%20Yi-China.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/108%20Final-Team%20Steven%20Clarke-Hinrich%20Global%20Trade%20Leaders.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/108%20Final-Team%20Steven%20Clarke-Hinrich%20Global%20Trade%20Leaders.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/108%20Final-Team%20Steven%20Clarke-Hinrich%20Global%20Trade%20Leaders.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/129%20Final-Team%20Prachi%20Agarwal-India.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/129%20Final-Team%20Prachi%20Agarwal-India.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/134%20Final-Team%20Felipe%20Mu%C3%B1oz-Chile%20.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/134%20Final-Team%20Felipe%20Mu%C3%B1oz-Chile%20.pdf
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30 October 

Webinar 5: 
16:00-17:00 Bangkok 
Towards model RTA provisions for trade facilitation in times of crisis 
Moderator: Yann Duval, Chief of Trade Facilitation Unit, UNESCAP 
Presentation: 

• Sara Ashour, Decent Work for Women in Egypt and Tunisia Project, International 
Labour Organization [C49] 

Based on PH contribution “Lessons learned from Covid-19 Stress test:  Filling the Gaps 
in Rules of Origin Provisions” 

• Emmanuelle Ganne, Senior Analyst, WTO & Nadia Hewett, World Economic 
Forum [C86] 

Based on PH contribution “Super Charging Trade with A Trusted Global Digital Identity 
System” 
Panel:  

• Alexandre Larouche-Maltais, Trade Logistics Branch, UNCTAD 

• Nathalie Grand, Economic Affairs Officer, ESCWA 

• Patrik Jonasson, Public Policy Director, Asia – Pacific, GS1 Global 
Webinar 6: 
17:15-18:15 Bangkok 
Towards model RTA provisions for E-commerce/digital trade in times of crisis 
Moderator: Henry Gao, Associate Professor, Singapore Management University 
Presentation: 

• Leslie Tay, Singapore Management University [C175] 
Based on PH contribution “COVID-19 & the Little Red Dot- Important Lessons for Trade 
in Times of Global Pandemic Based on Singapore’s Experience” (E-commerce chapter) 

• Javiera Cáceres & Felipe Muñoz, University of Chile [C134] 
Based on PH contribution “Towards Crisis-Sensitive Trade Provisions: An Analysis of 
the Pacific Alliance” (E-commerce chapter) 
Panel:  

• Mira Burri, Senior lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Lucerne 

• Paul Baker, Chief Executive, International Economics Consulting Ltd., 
Mauritius 

Webinar 7: 
18:30-19:30 Bangkok 
Towards model RTA/IIA provisions for investment in times of crisis 
Moderator: Henry Gao, Associate Professor, Singapore Management University 
Presentation: 

• Dhiraj Chainani, Singapore Management University [C175] 
Based on PH contribution “COVID-19 & the Little Red Dot- Important Lessons for Trade 
in Times of Global Pandemic Based on Singapore’s Experience” (Investment chapter) 

• Katrin Kuhlmann, New Markets Lab, Washington, D.C. [C145] 
Based on PH contribution “Re-conceptualizing Free Trade Agreements Through a 
Sustainable Development Lens” (Investment chapter) 
Panel:  

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/49%20Final-Sara%20Ashour-Egypt.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/49%20Final-Sara%20Ashour-Egypt.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/86%20Final-Team%20Hanna%20Norberg-Sweden.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/86%20Final-Team%20Hanna%20Norberg-Sweden.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/175%20Final-Team%20Henry%20Gao-SMU.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/175%20Final-Team%20Henry%20Gao-SMU.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/134%20Final-Team%20Felipe%20Mu%C3%B1oz-Chile%20.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/134%20Final-Team%20Felipe%20Mu%C3%B1oz-Chile%20.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/175%20Final-Team%20Henry%20Gao-SMU.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/175%20Final-Team%20Henry%20Gao-SMU.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/145%20Final-Team%20Katrin%20Kuhlmann-USA.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/145%20Final-Team%20Katrin%20Kuhlmann-USA.pdf
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• Deborah Elms, Executive Director, Asian Trade Centre and Vice Chair, Asia 
Business Trade Association 

• Mark Wu, Professor, Harvard School of Law, Harvard University 
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2 November 

 
 
 
Webinar 8: 
16:00-17:00 Bangkok (10.00-11.00 Geneva, 09.00-10.00 London) 
Towards model RTA provisions on government procurement: ensuring efficient 
trade flows in public procurement markets in times of crisis 
 
Moderator & Introduction to the topic: Anna Caroline Müller, Legal Affairs Officer, 
Intellectual Property, Government Procurement and Competition Division, WTO 
 
Presentation: 

• Anja Blaj, Future Law Institute [C100]  
Based on PH contribution “Measures to Improve Transparency and Cooperation in 
Government Procurement & Trade in Times of Crisis” 

• Nadia Garcia Santaolalla, School of Government and Public Transformation 
[C57]  

Based on PH contribution “A Proposal to Reform ‘Security-Emergency’ Exceptions in 
Trade” 
 
Panel:  

• Mihály Fazekas, Scientific Director, Government Transparency Institute and 
Assistant Professor, Central European University 

• Mona Pinchis-Paulsen, Assistant Professor of Law, London School of 
Economics 

 
 
 
17:00-17:15 Bangkok 
Webinar series closing – way forward for the initiative, ESCAP 
 

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/100%20Final-Team%20Anja%20Blaj-UK.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/100%20Final-Team%20Anja%20Blaj-UK.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/57%20Final-Nadia%20Garcia-Mexico_0.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/57%20Final-Nadia%20Garcia-Mexico_0.pdf

