
Stream B summary notes 

Day 1 – Tuesday 12 November 
 
Session 1 13:00 – 13:45 – Chair: Ben Milligan 
 

Participants introduced themselves and shared what they would like to get out of participating in 

Stream B and in the global dialogue. Key themes that emerged from the discussion were: 

- Understanding how ocean accounts work 
- Identifying narratives that support the use of ocean accounts 
- Using ocean accounts in policy applications – immediate and general 

o Especially how oceans accounts can be integrated into national planning 
- Identify opportunities for regional and global coordination and cooperation 
- Understanding how ocean accounts and other ocean governance mechanisms and 

regulatory techniques (eg MSP) relate to and interact with eachother 
- How to institutionalise ocean accounts and attract support and financial investment 
- Prioritising uses for ocean accounts and decision-making processes in which they could be 

applied 
 

Session 2 15:00 – 17:00 – Chair: Ben Milligan 

After lunch, Ben Milligan gave a brief overview of ‘Ocean Accounts 101’ what ocean accounts are 

and how they work. This provided helpful context for the discussion to follow. 

The first presentation was given by Crystal Bradley from the Australian Government Department of 

Environment and Energy. Crystal outlined the work of Australian governments on environmental 

economic accounting, including a national strategy on environmental economic accounting agreed 

by the federal government and all states and territories in 2018. The objective of this strategy is to 

provide a nationally consistent approach to reporting on Australia’s environment, as well as helping 

to communicate environmental information, coordinate resources, etc. The Strategy adopts the 

SEEA framework. The Australian Government agreed to develop two core national accounts (land 

and waste) and also pilot ecosystem account studies including a pilot for Kakadu. 

Crystal underlined the importance of the ocean to Australia’s economy, and noted the many 

challenges/threats as well as the growth in marine economic sectors. Work on ocean accounts is 

supported as part of Australia’s participation in the High Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean 

Economy. It will be important to develop accounts that have clear application in policy and decision-

making. Crystal cited several examples of ocean accounting projects that have been undertaken in 

Australia, and noted that the government is working with diverse range of stakeholders both in the 

delivery of the project and also through the governance mechanisms for the environmental accounts 

strategy. 

Questions for Crystal included the motivation for the government to undertake ocean accounting (it 

is seen as a critical piece of work and there is a role for the federal government to ccordinate); the 

scale of the proposed pilot (small, location not yet determined, interested in tourism, natural assets 

present in marine parks, ecosystem services including carbon sequestration, will draw on existing 

methodologies); how the accounts fit into the High Level Panel (through the Blue Paper on ocean 

accounts requested by the panel members); consultation in developing ocean accounts (public 

consultation on the national strategy and the development of individual accounts); how politicians 



could be convinced of the benefits of the project (commitment from all jurisdictions, importance of 

champions for ocean accounts); who is assigned responsibility for different parts of the work (still 

being determined, working with ABS to determine if ABS should be lead agency because they are 

independent, have a strict quality assurance process); has the GDP figure statistic been helpful (has 

been helpful but there is a need for information for specific sectors to drive work on ocean 

accounts). 

Ken Findlay presented on the need for ocean accounts in Africa. Ken emphasised that the term ‘blue 

economy’ incorporates concepts of sustainability, inclusivity and equity within the framework (and 

this term is not necessarily interchangeable with ‘ocean economy’). There is a strong interest in blue 

economy development in the African region, including a range of initiatives at national and regional 

scale such as blue economy handbooks and an emphasis on unlocking the blue economy in South 

Africa’s National Development Plan. Ocean accounts are needed to understand growth and the 

contribution of oceans to the economy, and they need to include both market and non-market 

values. Despite the strong interest in the blue economy in the region, almost nothing has been done 

regarding ocean accounts. Ocean accounts are needed: 

- To enable informed decision making, from the ecosystem level to national accounts level. If 
countries are looking at ecosystem based management systems and resolution of spatial 
conflict, information needs to be available at the ecosystem level 

- To manage ocean change – human resource use is also changing, as is the way we measure 
oceans changing (technology and data) 

- To help integrate new data and identify data gaps and needs 
- To create broader ways of valuing ocean and ecosystem services – can’t use national 

accounts 
- To help justify value of research, management and policy for oceans 
- To support the positioning of strategy development, strategizing about which areas should 

be developed, etc. 
 
A key issue raised in response to the presentation was how to score the quality of an ecosystem. 
There are several possible measurement tools available including the ocean health index, IUCN Red 
List etc. 
 
Following the presentation, participants discussed two questions in small groups:  

1) What major decision-making processes exist in country related to oceans over the next 12 
months. What kinds of decisions are senior officials in your country going to be making 
about oceans? Identify three important processes. 

2) For each of these processes: what questions about the ocean economy or ocean 
environment do we need to answer in those processes? (eg if looking at marine protected 
areas, question might be: which areas to we protect and why?) What might a senior 
decision-maker ask you in order to make the decision? 

 
Responses to question 1) included: national mangrove restoration plan, protection of wetlands and 
mangroves, national strategy for plastic pollution, marine spatial planning (including MSP 
legislation), coral replanting, beach area clean up, decisions and regulations for fisheries 
management, development of ocean policy. Participants also discussed major drivers across al areas 
of policy, such as the exposure of small scale fishing communities to disasters, integrated coastal 
management planning, creation of alternative livelihoods and water pollution. 
 
Responses to question 2 were varied, and can be broadly grouped into four themes/question 
clusters: 



a) Status of the ecosystem and ocean economy: What are the ecosystem services produced by 
an environmental asset? What is the condition of environmental assets? What are the 
sources and impacts of pollution (eg plastic)? What are the risks from industrial activities? 
What kind of disaster risks are ecosystems and dependent economies exposed to?  

b) Benefits and costs of policy responses: What are the benefits of the policy/proposal? What 
will it cost to implement? What are the costs of not doing it (eg degradation of environment, 
losses from disasters, etc)? What are the growth opportunities? How can the policy produce 
value for money? 

c) Competing demands: How do we resolve conflicts between sectors? What are the trade-offs 
and how do we manage them? How do we prioritise competing environmental, economic 
and social objectives? What are the implications of a loss of an industry (eg fishing) or 
ecosystem (eg mangroves)? 

d) Measuring success: What are the goals and targets for the policy/proposal? Are we 
achieving our policy objectives? Are we meeting competing demands? Is our current 
activity/proposed future activity sustainable? 

 

 

 


