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Moderator

Dr. Netithorn Praditsarn is the Vice President for Sustainability
and Communications at the Charoen Pokphand Group Co. Ltd.
He concurrently serves as the Deputy Secretary-General of the
Global Compact Network Association (GCNA). His role is
important in driving the establishment of the Global Compact
Network, Thailand, a local association of companies from
various sectors and in different sizes to promote sustainable
business practices in line with the United Nations Global
Compact sustainability principles. In addition, he is a member of
Netithorn the National Parliamentary Subcommittee on Promoting the
PRADITSARN National Image and Protecting Thai Nationals Overseas and the
National Committee on Strategies, Preparation, Monitoring and
Evaluation of the National Action Plan on Business and Human
Rights under the Ministry of Justice since 2016. Prior to work in
the private sector, Dr. Praditsarn served as Chief of the Human
Deputy Secretary General of the Rights Section in the Department of International Organizations,
Global Compact Network Ministry of Foreign Affairs and was posted at the Permanent
Association (GCNA) Mission of Thailand to the United Nations Office in Geneva.
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Panelists

Mr. Mitchel Lee is a career diplomat from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Singapore. He is now the Deputy Director of
Technical Cooperation Directorate of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Singapore, a position he has held since 2016. His
oversight includes policy on development work and capacity-
U building for Singapore's technical assistance and development
aid programme. Prior to this position, Mr. Lee was Deputy

Director of the International Organizations Directorate of the
Mitchel Ministry, in charge of human rights, social and development
Iitche issues. Before that he was serving as an Assistant Director of the
LEE ASEAN Directorate. He was posted in New York as Consul at the
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Singapore Consulate in New York (2008-2012) and in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia (2003-2006) as First Secretary. Mr. Lee
graduated from the National University of Singapore,
specializing in Sociology and Political Science.

Ms. Valerie Cliff is UNDP Deputy Director of the Regional Bureau
for Asia and the Pacific since 2017. Prior to that, she served as
the UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident
Representative in the Republic of Djibouti from 2014 to 2017.
Her previous assignments included senior management roles in
UNDP New York, and as UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP
Resident Representative in Kuwait. She has also worked in the
Occupied Palestinian Territories, Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Cambodia. Before joining the UN, Ms. Cliff worked in the
financial sector and served as a Volunteer for the International
Rescue Committee in Peshawar, Pakistan. She holds a Master of
Business Administration degree (MBA) from Harvard Business
School and undergraduate degrees from the London School of
Economics and Amherst College.

Mr. Thomas Parks is The Asia Foundation country
representative in Thailand, where he manages programs that
promote peaceful conflict resolution, economic policy reform,
regional cooperation, more responsive and transparent systems
of governance, and Thailand’s emerging role as a development
partner. Before this role, he worked at the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) as Senior Governance and
Fragility Specialist. He has been based in Thailand since 2008,
and has worked on the Foundation’s Thailand program for more
than 15 years in various roles. Mr. Parks first joined the
Foundation in 2001 as a Program Officer, later serving as
Assistant Director for Governance and Law. From 2008-2013, he
served as the Foundation’s Regional Director for Conflict and
Governance, based in Thailand. He managed the Foundation’s
Programme Partnership Arrangement (PPA) with the UK
Government’s Department for International Development
(DFID) Conflict, Humanitarian, and Security (CHASE)
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department. Mr. Parks studied Government at Harvard
University and International Affairs, focusing on Southeast Asia
Studies and International Economics at Johns Hopkins
University.

Dr. Alex Bello Brillantes Jr. is the President of the Asian
Association for Public Administration. He is affiliated to the
National College of Public Administration and Governance,
University of the Philippines Dilliman. He is also a professor of
Public Administration, specializing in anti-corruption,
comparative public administration, decentralization,
development and underdevelopment, and governance of
institutions and development. He served as Dean of the
National College of Public Administration and Governance for
two terms and as a Commissioner of the Commission on Higher
Education. He was also the Director of the Local Government
Academy of the Department of Interior and Local Government.
He has held positions in various organization among them,
Chair of the Philippine Social Science Counci and President of
the Philippine Society for Public Administration. Dr. Brillantes
has served as a consultant for several international institutions
including the Asian Development Bank, the World Bank,
the United Nations Development Programme, the Australian
Agency for International Development, the Canadian
International Development Agency and the United
States Agency for International Development.
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Ms. Joyce Zhang is the Vice Director-General of the Finance
Center for South-South Cooperation (FCSSC) and South South
Education Foundation. FC-SSC is a non-profit international
organization in Hong Kong which provides comprehensive
solution plans for South-South cooperation projects and uses
financial services as means to assist countries of the Global
South to propel industrialization and achieve sustainable
development towards achieving the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. FCSSC has a Special Consultative
Status with ECOSOC of the United Nations since 2017. As Vice
Director General of FCSSC, Ms. Zhang bridges partnership
between the private sector, the public sector and the
international organizations and institutions. Prior to this
position, Ms. Zhang had a career in investment in the private
sector in Hong Kong and Beijing. Her educational background is
in Finance and Law. She graduated with LLB from the London
School of Economics and is a qualified solicitor of England and
Wales.



