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Moderator 

 
 

Sachin 

CHATURVEDI 
 

Director General 

 

Research and Information System 

for Developing Countries (RIS) 

Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi is Director General at the Research and 

Information Systems for Developing Countries (RIS), a New 

Delhi-based autonomous Think-Tank. He was also a Global 

Justice Fellow at the MacMillan Centre for International Affairs 

at Yale University. He works on development cooperation 

policies and South-South cooperation. He has also worked on 

trade and innovation linkages with special focus on WTO. Dr. 

Chaturvedi has served as a Visiting Professor at the Jawaharlal 

Nehru University (JNU) and has also worked as consultant to 

the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, World Bank, UN-

ESCAP, UNESCO, OECD, the Commonwealth Secretariat, 

IUCN, and the Government of India’s Department of 

Biotechnology and the Ministry of Environment and Forests, 

among other organizations. He has been a Developing Country 

Fellow at the University of Amsterdam (1996), Visiting Fellow 

at the Institute of Advanced Studies, Shimla (2003), and Visiting 

Scholar at the German Development Institute (2007).  



Panelists 

 
 

Jorge 

CHEDIEK 
 

Envoy and director 

 

United Nations office for South-

South Cooperation (UNOSSC) 

Since October 2015, Mr. Jorge Chediek has been the Director of 

the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation, leading 

United Nations system-wide promotion and coordination of 

South-South cooperation for development. In March 2016,  

Mr. Chediek was appointed by the United Nations Secretary-

General as his Envoy on South-South Cooperation. Prior to this, 

Mr. Chediek served as the UN Resident Coordinator/United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Resident 

Representative in Brazil (2010-2015). In that capacity, he was 

also the Director of the International Policy Centre for Inclusive 

Growth, UNDP’s global forum for policy dialogue and South-

South learning on social development innovations. He served as 

Resident Coordinator/UNDP Resident Representative in Peru 

(2005-2010); United Nations Resident Coordinator/ UNDP 

Resident Representative in Nicaragua (2001-2005); Preceding 

his United Nations career, Mr. Chediek worked at the 

Department of Legislative Analysis of the Argentinean 

Congress and as an independent consultant assisting in the 

design of financial investment systems in Argentina. 

 

 
 

Lee Yee 

CHEONG 
 

Chairman of Governing Council 

 

 International Science Technology 

and Innovation Centre for South-

South Cooperation under the 

auspices of UNESCO (ISTIC), 

Kuala Lumpur 

Dato' Lee is the Honorary Chairman of the Governing Council 

of the, International Science, Technology and Innovation Centre 

for South-South Cooperation under the auspices of UNESCO 

(ISTIC). He is Commissioner of ITU/UNESCO Broadband 

Commission for Digital Development; Member of the National 

Science and Research Council, Malaysia; Pro-Chancellor, 

Infrastructure University Kuala Lumpur; Chairman Global 

Council Inter Academy Partnership (IAP) Science Education 

Program; Vice Chairman, UN Sustainable Development 

Solution Network (SDSN) Malaysia. He was Co-author of the 

UN Millennium Project Science Technology and Innovation 

Task Force Study Report "Innovation: Applying Knowledge in 

Development", 2005. He published his autobiography "Think 

Malaysia, Act Global" September 2010. He was awarded the 

UN Office for South-South Cooperation 2014 Triangular 

Visionary Leadership Award; the Jang YoungSil Grand 

International Science and Culture Prize, Korea; the Malaysian 

State Awards of DPMP and KMN for services to engineering 

and the Honorary Officer in the Order of Australia (AO). 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Hongtao 

HU 
 

Acting Executive Director 

 

Partners in Population and 

Development (PPD) 

Dr. Hu Hongtao has been working as the Acting Executive 

Director of Partners in Population and Development (PPD) since 

December 2017 on request of the PPD Governing Board. Before 

taking over the charges of PPD Acting Executive Director, Dr. 

Hu Hongtao had been serving as the Advisor to the National 

Health and Family Planning Commission of the Government of 

China on South-South Cooperation in Population and 

Development. Dr. Hu Hongtao had been a veteran public servant 

having more than 30 years’ experience in promoting 

international cooperation in the field of population and 

development. He retired from the government service as the 

Commissioner of the Department of International Cooperation, 

National Health and Family Planning Commission (NHFPC), 

Government of the People’s Republic of China. Being a civil 

servant, Dr. Hongtao has not only made outstanding contribution 

in promoting international cooperation in health and population, 

he has always been a great proponent of South-South 

Cooperation in Population, Reproductive Health and 

Development.  

 
 

Naruemon 

THABCHUMPON 
 

Assistant Professor 

Director of MAIDs Program 

Centre for Social Development 

Studies, Faculty of Political Science, 

Chulalongkorn University  

Dr. Naruemon Thabchumpon is an Assistant Professor and 

programme Director of the Master of Arts in International 

Development Studies at the Centre of Social Development 

Studies (CSDS), Faculty of Political Science at Chulalongkorn 

University. CSDS is a think-tank which produces 

interdisciplinary critical research and provides a platform for 

multi-stakeholder debate on development issues.  In addition, Dr. 

Thabchumpon is the Director of the Asian Research Center for 

Migration (ARCM) which undertakes research and provides 

policy recommendations on issues relating to cross-border 

migration in Southeast Asia.   

Dr. Thabchumpon’s expertise lies in comparative democracies, 

politics of human rights and development and the role of civil 

society organizations in Thailand and Greater Mekong Sub-

region countries. She has published numerous books and journals 

in comparative politics, civil society politics and participatory 

democracy. She also has extensive research portfolios in the area 

of social movement studies and sustainable development. Dr. 

Thabchumpon received her Master’s and PhD degrees in Politics 

and International Studies from University of Leeds, United 

Kingdom.  



 
 

Myonghee 

KIM 
 

Executive Director 

Asia Pacific Women’s Information 

Network Center (APWINC) 

Dr. Myonghee Kim is the Executive Director of the Asia Pacific 

Women’s Information Network Center (APWINC) at 

Sookmyung Women’s University in Seoul, Republic of Korea. 

The center was established in 1996 with a view to promote 

gender equality and women empowerment in the Asia and 

Pacific region and beyond. APWINC has worked towards 

women's capacity-building through conducting research, field 

surveys, education and training as well as conferences and 

workshops in gender and ICT. Dr. Kim has been involved 

in numerous international development projects targeting 

women’s empowerment through ICT and leadership education in 

collaboration with international organizations, governments, and 

NGOs. She has conducted research on gender issues, including 

women leadership and empowerment. Dr. Kim has presented her 

works on the use of ICTs for promoting women entrepreneurship 

in the 4th industrial revolution in several international 

conferences, such as APEC Women and Economy Forum and 

Eurasian Women’s Forum. 
  




