
TEXT FROM EDUCATION SECTOR PLAN 
Country: Fictionland 

 
(NB: The following text from the Education Sector Plan for Fictionland, addresses the issue of children accessing 

suitable primary and secondary school education) 
 
 
 
 
  

NARRATIVE 
 
Goal – Enhanced educational access and opportunities at all levels 
 
Primary and Secondary Education  
 
The financial situation facing many families, especially in rural communities, is a 
major constraint in ensuring all children of primary and secondary school age 
are attending formal education.  Whilst enrolment rates are high at the start of 
the year, attendance rates drop off significantly throughout the course of each 
semester.  Families from poor backgrounds, find it difficult to keep up with the 
means of meeting hidden costs (transport, clothing, lunches, etc) and it 
becomes too much over time to continue sending their children to school.  Very 
remote areas require children to travel for up to 2 hrs a day (one-way) to reach 
schools, which result in significant costs and also lack of motivation on behalf of 
both parent and child to endure this travel 5 days a week during the school 
term. 
 
Providing education to children with disabilities provides an extra dimension to 
the challenge, which is further complicated for those disabled children living in 
remote areas, requiring additional travel support.  Teachers in mainstream 
schools are not equipped with the skill set required to teach some students 
with disabilities, resulting in a reluctance of parents to send their child to such 
schools (which might be nearest). 
 
Finally, there is still some poor perception on the value of sending children to 
school, once again more problematic in rural and remote areas.  Many 
instances exist where both parent and child see little value in education, and 
the more problematic it is in reaching and financing a student’s education, the 
less likely it will be the child will attend school. 
 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR EXERCISE – PHASE 1 – Populating the EPIC Tool with Issue for Action(IA), Core Concepts (CCs) 
and Target Groups (TGs)   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Step 1: Creating a Policy Document 
 
Under the project “Regional Workshop on SDG Reporting Mechanisms (10-13 Sept, 2019)” create a policy 
document for your country team, and give it a suitable Title (eg “Country X: Education”) and Description (eg, 
“Test – Accessing Education”).  
 

Click “Next” 

 
 

 

 

Step 2: Identifying “Issues for Action (IA)” 
 
Based on the “NARRATIVE” above, identify all key issues that this policy document aims to address (Issues for 
Action) and need to be tracked over time through a suitable indicator/s.  
 

Step 2.1: Enter the title of the sub-section as “Access to Education – Primary and Secondary” 
 
Step 2.2: Enter the explanation of each “Issue for Action” by clicking the “+ Add Issue for Action” box and 

entering the description of the Issue in the “Narrative” column 
 

(NB: Complete for all “Issues for Action” before moving to next step) 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
  

Step 3: Attaching “Core Concepts”, “Reference Populations” and “Target Groups” to each IA 
 
For each IA identified in Step 2, click in the space for that IA to bring up the box requiring additional 
information and enter this information as follows: 
 

Step 3.1: From the list of Core Concepts (CCs) on the right of screen, identify those which are most 
applicable to the IA by ticking the box next to those CCs (NB: You should then see the name of 
the CC appear in the space provided for that IA, creating a list of IA/CC combos for that IA) 

 
Step 3.2: Provide details of the reference population that relates to that IA (eg, Primary Schools, 

Secondary School Students, etc) 
 
Step 3.3: Provide details of Target Groups (TGs) which were specifically mentioned or implied in the 

Narrative or Logframe 
 
Step 3.4: Provide some recommendations on additional TGs which should be considered for each IA/CC 

combo 
 

(NB: Provide these details for each IA listed, and then click the “Next” button for the first IA listed) 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR EXERCISE – PHASE 2 – Recommendations on choice of indicators  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 4: Mapping of Indicators 
 
For each IA/CC combo, under “Indicators” screen, review the lists of indicators provided at the policy, 
national, regional and global levels (lists found to the right of screen) and tick all indicators which could help 
monitor progress against that IA/CC combo.  Address one list at a time, and once ticked they will automatically 
appear in the main body of the screen. 
 
NB: The indicators suggested under each tab come from the following sources 
“Policy”: Comes from indicators proposed in the Education Sector Plan 
“National”: Comes from indicators proposed for education in the National Development Plan 
“Regional”: Comes from a regional set of education indicators 
“Global”: Comes from the Incheon Declaration addressing global education indicators 
 

 
(NB: After completing this task for each IA/CC combo within that IA, click “Next” at the top of screen to move 

to the next IA) 
 

 



 

Step 5: Recommendations on indicator selection for each IA/CC combo 
 
For each IA, make some recommendations on what indicator/s can best monitor progress with respect to each 
IA.  Recommendations can include the following: 
 

a) Selection of the most appropriate indicator out of those proposed in the EPIC tool, if its felt that’s the 
best indicator for tracking progress and only one indicator required 

b) Selection of more than one indicator, if it is felt 2 or more are best needed to track progress 
c) Make a suggestion on a suitable indicator, if no suggestions proposed after consulting the indicator 

frameworks in the EPIC tool 
d) A modification to a proposed indicator, if felt that modification helps monitor progress more suitably 

against that IA 
 

Write these recommendations down in the “comments” box in the “Indicators” screen 

 

 

 


