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What are the investment requirements 

to achieve the SDGs?

How is investment in the SDGs 

currently tracking?

What are the data and knowledge gaps?



WIR 14 assessed investment needs and gaps across 10 sectors



The SDG Investment Trends Monitor 

Double objective

• To provide an overview of investment trends in the 10 SDG sectors

• To identify data and knowledge gaps

Scope and approach

The scope is “eclectic”, combining many different 

types and sources of data

• Domestic and foreign 

• Public and private

• Financing and investment

• Capex and Opex

• Global and developing countries

Peer review - data has been verified with 

specialized agencies



What does the data show? 

Overall, the data paints a mixed picture of both investment trends and 

monitoring capacities. Signs of progress are evident in the following sectors:

Investment growth falls short of estimated investment gaps across the board. 
The transition towards sustainable-development-oriented investment is not 
happening at the necessary scale. 



What does the data show? (continued)

Investment in some sectors is either stagnant or declining: 



Why is it important to measure SDG investment 

trends in the Asia Pacific region?

Source: UN-ESCAP



Sectors with data availability for Asia-Pacific

• Transport infrastructure

• Telecommunications

• Climate change adaptation 



Transport infrastructure investment is gradually 

increasing globally

Investment in roads, airports, ports, rail and public transport facilities has 

increased continuously (Billions of dollars)



Private Participation in Infrastructure investment 
increasing in the Asia Pacific Region (Billions of dollars)



Belt and Road Initiative Projects becoming an important source of 

transport infrastructure finance especially in the Asia Pacific region



Telecommunications investment in developing economies is 

steadily rising, although remains flat in LDCs (Billions of dollars)



Asia Pacific region has highest capex increase 

in the telecom sector

Fixed and mobile-broadband subscription growth vs Capital Expenditure 

change, 2014-2016 (Per cent)



Capital expenditure on mobile communication 

set to rise in the Asia Pacific region (Billions of dollars)



Climate change adaptation investment globally 

has been slow to take off (Billions of dollars)



Almost half of all public climate adaptation 

investment is directed towards East Asia and 

the Pacific

Average annual climate finance breakdown by region of destination 2015-2016



Looking ahead

Other investment sectors emerging

• Gender equality

• Smart cities and housing 

Coordinated efforts are required for better SDG investment 

monitoring

• Including at the global, regional and national levels 

• Comprehensive approach could entail country surveys to 

assess investment in different SDG sectors

• However, considering technical capacity and resource demands 

of country surveys, alternative methods should be explored

• Critical role for regional commissions such as ESCAP for better 

SDG investment tracking



UNCTAD’s Action Plan for Investment in the SDGs

Transformative actions are required to mobilize 

investment into key SDG sectors



Challenges in monitoring SDG investment trends

Methodological challenges 

• Defining the scope and maintaining consistent parameters

• Accounting for overlaps across sectors

• Combining many different data sources, data typologies, terms, 

definitions

Significant knowledge and data gaps 

• Weak capacity in many developing countries to provide 

investment data

Data on impact of investment on SDG targets sparsely available



For further information:
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Thank you!



Annex slides



Investment requirements to achieve the SDGs

2014 World Investment Report Estimates (Trillions of dollars)



Power sector investment in developing countries 

has only marginally risen (Billions of dollars)



Telecommunications investment in developing economies 

is steadily rising, although remains flat in LDCs 

(Billions of dollars)



Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) investment 

levels are diminishing, or at best stagnant

Percentage of countries that reported sufficient finance to 
meet national WASH targets



Food and agriculture investment trends are positive

Gross fixed capital formation in agriculture, forestry and 

fishing (Billions of dollars)



Climate change mitigation investment has risen steadily

(Billions of dollars)



Ecosystems and biodiversity investment is growing, 

although from a very low starting point 

Percentage of countries reporting increasing, decreasing 

or neutral domestic public expenditure over time



Health capital investment in developing 

economies has risen, however declined in LDCs 

(Billions of dollars)



Education finance from public sources has decreased

Government expenditure in developing economies (Billions of dollars)


