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Objectives

▪ Provide examples of PHC questions 

relevant to SDG indicators.

▪ Identify indicators for which countries in the 

region may have relevant PHC questions.



Methodology

Reviewed countries PHCs questionnaires.

Developed a Matrix which links SDGs indicators to questions in the PHCs.

Analysed the question-indicator match following the Technical Report guidance.

Countries analysed: Afghanistan (2011), Australia (2016), Georgia (2014), Hong 
Kong (2011), Indonesia (2010), Islamic Republic of Iran (2011), Mongolia (2010), 
Republic of Korea (2010), Sri Lanka (2012), Thailand (2010), Vanuatu (2009).

The focus is on PHC questions, not on data quality and availability.



Classification of indicators by availability of 

questions in PHC questionnaires

Most countries Some countries

PHC form contains questions that 

could provide all necessary data for 

the indicator

A
(6 indicators)

B
(2 indicators)

PHC form contains questions that 

could provide data for the indicator, 

but not necessarily to the level of 

detail required or for the entire 

indicator

C
(16 indicators)

D
(5 indicators)

Category A: Countries may want to prioritize these indicators when investigating if they can use PHC 

data for measuring the SDGs, as it is likely they will find all relevant questions for these indicators in 
their PHC questionnaire.

Category B: Some countries will find all relevant questions for these indicators in their PHC 

questionnaire. For those countries, it would be worth investing if their PHC data can be used for these 
indicators.



A. Indicators for which PHC questions could provide 

all necessary data for the indicator in most countries

3.c.1 Health worker density and distribution (Tier 1, Group I).

4.1.2 Completion rate (primary education, lower secondary 

education, upper secondary education) (Tier 1, Group I).

7.1.1 Proportion of population with access to electricity (Tier 1, 

Group I).

8.5.2 Unemployment rate, by sex, age and persons with 

disabilities (Tier 1, Group I).

9.2.2 Manufacturing employment as a proportion of total 

employment (Tier 1, Group I).

6.1.1 Proportion of population using safely managed drinking 

water services (Tier 2, Group I).

Many countries 

with insufficient 

or no data



B. Indicators for which PHC questions could 
provide all necessary data in some countries

7.1.2 Proportion of population with primary reliance on 

clean fuels and technology (Tier 1, Group I). 

4.2.2 Participation in organized learning (one year before the 

official primary entry age) (Tier 1, Group I).

Many 

countries with 

insufficient or 

no data



C. Indicators for which PHC questions 

could provide some data in most countries

Educational and economic characteristics

4.3.1 Participation rate of youth and adults in formal and non-formal education and training 

in the previous 12 months, by sex (Tier 2, Group III).

For persons 5 to 45 years old: Is ___ currently attending school/university? (Afghanistan, 2011)

Are you currently studying in an educational institution? (Georgia, 2014)

May capture neither formal training nor non-formal education and training

Current attendance rather than in the previous 12 months

May not cover all age groups

8.6.1 Proportion of youth (aged 15-24 years) not in education, employment or training (Tier 

1, Group I).

Same questions as for 4.3.1 for education and training.

What was ___'s employment status? (Afghanistan, 2011)

Employment status (Georgia, 2014)

Similar to 4.3.1, questions may capture neither non-formal education and training nor formal 

training.



C. Indicators for which PHC questions 

could provide some data in most countries

Educational and economic characteristics

4.6.1 Proportion of population in a given age group achieving at least a fixed level 

of proficiency in functional (a) literacy and (b) numeracy skills, by sex (Tier 2, Group 

IV).

Does ___ know how to read and write? (Indonesia, 2010)

Speaking, reading and writing ability. [Yes/No], by language (Sri Lanka, 2012)

No questions on numeracy

Literacy question based on self-assessment

Occupation

5.5.2 Proportion of women in managerial positions (Tier 1, Group I).

Current Occupation - If employed, specify responsibilities and position (Thailand, 2010)

Main activity of the work place; Job (Islamic Republic of Iran, 2011)

Depending on the questions asked in the census, they may not reflect differences in women’s 

level of responsibility



C. Indicators for which PHC questions 

could provide some data in most countries

Educational and economic characteristics

9.5.2 Researchers (in full-time equivalent) per million inhabitants (Tier 1, Group IV).

In the main job held last week, what was the person’s occupation?; What are the main tasks that the 

person usually performs in the occupation? What best describes the industry or business of the 

employer at the location where the person works? What is the level of the highest qualification the 

person has completed? (Australia, 2016)

What is this person’s main occupation? What is the main industry? What is the highest level of 

education this person has completed(Vanuatu, 2009)

Although these questions may be sufficient to identify “researchers”, they may not be sufficient to 

distinguish certain activities that are similar to R&D, such as “research technician” or “market 

researcher”

4.c.1 Proportion of teachers in: (a) pre-primary; (b) primary; (c) lower secondary; and (d) 

upper secondary education who have received at least the minimum training (Tier 2, Group 

III).

See examples above

May not provide information on the training of teachers



C. Indicators for which PHC questions 

could provide some data in most countries

Industry (branch of economic activity)

8.3.1 Proportion of informal employment in non-agricultural employment, by sex (Tier 

2, Group III).

For persons 5 years old and above: What was__’s main occupation during the past year? What 

type of industry did__work? What was__’s employment status (Afghanistan, 2010)

To be asked from ages 15 and over: What is your occupation? (specify); What is the main 

economic activity of your work (organization); What is your employment status? (Mongolia, 

2010)

These questions may not be sufficient to capture the informality of employment

Labour force status

8.7.1 Proportion and number of children aged 5-17 years engaged in child labour, 

by sex and age (Tier 2, Group III).

See examples above

For most countries, lack of information on economic activity below age 15

No information on unpaid household services



D. Indicators for which some PHC questions 

could provide some data in some countries.

Income

1.1.1 Proportion of population below the international poverty line, by sex, age, 

employment status and geographical location (urban/rural) (Tier 1, Group III).

1.2.1 Proportion of population living below the national poverty line, by sex and age 

(Tier 1, Group III).

10.2.1 Proportion of people living below 50 per cent of median income, by sex, age 

and persons with disabilities (Tier 2, Group III).

What is the total of all income the person usually receives? (Australia, 2016)

In the PHC questionnaires analyzed, only Australia had a question providing 

monetary information. Moreover, according to the P&R (4.384), the collection of 

reliable data on income, especially income from self-employment and property 

income, is extremely difficult in general field enquiries, particularly population 

censuses



D. Indicators for which some PHC questions 

could provide some data in some countries.

Additional census topics

5.b.1 Proportion of individuals who own a mobile telephone,by sex (Tier 2, Group III).

As of 1 July 2010, which of the following items does your household have? [..Mobile phone] (Thailand, 

2010)

What kind of telephone does this household have? [..Cellular phone] (Indonesia, 2010)

Few questions on the individual ownership of a cellular phone. As seen above, questions are at the 

household level.

Composite index

1.3.1 Proportion of population covered by social protection floors/systems, by sex, distinguishing children, 

unemployed persons, older persons, persons with disabilities, pregnant women, newborns, work-injury victims 

and the poor and the vulnerable (Tier 2, Group IV).

Sources of livelihood: [9 Social assistance] (Georgia, 2014)

Did you have any other cash income in June? [for example, comprehensive social security allowance] 

(Hong Kong, 2011)

The question does not distinguish the types of benefits relevant to this indicator.



Conclusion

▪ All SDG indicators presented in the technical report 

have relevant questions in at least some of the PHC 

questionnaires analyzed.

▪ For 22 out of 29 indicators, most countries have 

PHC questions that could provide some if not all the 

necessary data. By using PHC data, NSOs could 

potentially provide more disaggregation for these 

indicators.

▪ Some indicators for which PHC questions could 

provide data in most countries have either no data 

or insufficient data (1 data point). A wider use of 

PHC data for SDGs might help filling this gap.
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