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>540 voluntary commitments relate to the reduction of marine pollution; 

strong focus on plastics, as well as on nutrient management

Support to members in implementing voluntary commitments 
by exchanging progress reports, experiences, lessons learned and good practices

Two webinars held, in June and September 2018, the latter on marine litter from land 

Focal Points: 

• Mr. Andreas Merkl, President, Ocean Conservancy

• Mr. Kitack Lim, Secretary-General, International Maritime Organization (IMO)

Join the Community, register a Voluntary Commitment!

https://oceanconference.un.org/coa/MarinePollution 
 

Asia-Pacific Day for the Ocean 

20 November 2018, Conference Room 4, UN Conference Centre, Bangkok 

Asia-Pacific is home to the most biologically diverse and productive marine ecosystems. From 

fisheries to marine-based tourism, our ocean is a vital source of livelihood, employment, nutrition 

and economic growth and is essential in balancing our climate. Marine and coastal ecosystems 

are the first line of defence from storms and saltwater inundation and are among the richest 

sources of biodiversity on our blue planet. Yet, rampant marine pollution, ocean acidification and 

warming, destructive fishing practices, unstainable trade and transport, unplanned urbanization, 

and inadequate coastal and marine governance threaten the health of our ocean and its capacity 

to nurture sustainable development. Countries in Asia-Pacific are both major sources of ocean 

degradation and highly vulnerable to its impacts, exacerbated by climate change. 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes the importance of protecting the 

ocean and its critical role for sustainable development. In 2017, the Ocean Conference redirected 

the focus to Sustainable Development Goal 14 on “Life below Water” and called for collective and 

urgent action1 to halt and reverse the decline in the health and productivity of our ocean and its 

ecosystems and to protect and restore its resilience and ecological integrity. In response, a 

multitude of actors and stakeholders across Asia-Pacific committed to accelerating action for a 

healthy ocean, with over 600 Voluntary Commitments registered in the Pacific and Indian Ocean 

basins alone2. The United Nations have launched multi-stakeholder Communities of Ocean Action 

to follow up on implementation, to catalyse new initiatives, and to facilitate collaboration and 

networking in support of SDG 14, inclusive of science, business and civil society.  

At the halfway mark between the 2017 Ocean Conference and the next global meeting in 2020, 

the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), in close cooperation with 

custodian agencies of the Communities of Ocean Action and the UN Special Envoy for the Ocean 

are organizing the first Asia-Pacific Day for the Ocean. The event invites member States, UN 

agencies, civil society and other ocean stakeholders to take stock of progress made on Voluntary 

Commitments in the region, to share lessons learned from ongoing efforts, expand the 

Communities, and catalyse new commitments for a healthy ocean in our region. Review of 

activities and Commitments will take place in the form of interactive discussions and 

presentations, exhibits and side events, along the themes of the Communities of Ocean Action3 

and SDG 14 targets, in line with regional priorities. All stakeholders currently implementing 

Voluntary Commitments in ocean basins, seas and countries in Asia-Pacific or working on 

initiatives for a healthy ocean in the region, interested in making a Voluntary Commitment and/or 

joining a Community of Action are invited to register as participants by 15 November at: 

https://www.unescap.org/events/asia-pacific-day-ocean  

If you are implementing a Voluntary Commitment in Asia-Pacific and are interested in joining as a 

presenting entity, kindly contact us at escap-edd@un.org with the subject line “Asia-Pacific Day 

for the Ocean” and provide us with information on your Voluntary Commitment. 

 

                                                           
1 In the declaration "Our ocean, our future: call for action", member States agreed on the follow-up to The Ocean 

Conference. Find the Call for Action at: https://oceanconference.un.org/callforaction  
2 Find the registry of Voluntary Commitments under the Ocean Conference website at: 

https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/  
3 The nine Communities of Ocean Action are: Coral reefs, Implementation of international law as reflected in United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, Mangroves, Marine and coastal ecosystems management, Marine pollution, 

Ocean acidification, Scientific knowledge, research capacity development and transfer of marine technology, 

Sustainable blue economy, Sustainable fisheries. Find more information at: https://oceanconference.un.org/coa  



VCs on marine pollution

150 VCs on marine 

pollution in our region

>50% plastics or litter in 

marine environment 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17193OCVC_in_depth_analysis.pdf





Closing the Loop

generate evidence in pilot cities

» understand the plastic waste value chain

» informal contributions: collection, sorting, scrap shops, recycling

» where do informal activities & the formal system meet? challenges & opportunities

» case study, policy guidance, regional dialogue (19 Nov)

identify inclusive solutions

» build partnerships with informal stakeholders

» increase recovery & recycling & reduce plastic waste leakage



– South Asia: 82%

– East & Southeast Asia: 65%

– Pakistan: 78%

– India: 85%

– Thailand: 43%

– Indonesia: 73%

– Viet Nam: 86%

Why the informal?

data source: ILO



3000 waste pickers 600 small-

medium & 50 large scrap shops

86%

8%

6%

70% of plastic waste is 

packaging

A closer look at

50% of plastic 

waste is collected 

& recycled

USD 10m
saved annually

50,000 tonnes of annual 

CO2 emissions avoided

this is equivalent to emissions 

from 10,423 passenger cars

2000 tonnes 

of waste daily

<50% collected by 

informal workers

only 8.3% is 

PLASTIC
but…



An inclusive approach

» recognize & legitimize informal waste workers

» provide adequate space & equipment

» provide clear labelling to identify material

» increase demand & design for recycling

» detailed mapping of value chains and actors

» integrated policy making

» participation and stakeholder engagement

» align approaches & coordinate across partners



thank you
ขอบคุณคะ่

contact us: natalie.harms@un.org



What progress are Voluntary Commitments making in our region, what are 

main challenges/priorities/opportunities for action?

What regional mechanisms/platforms are useful to follow up and energize 

action?

How to better align support and reporting for SDG 14 across COAs and 

frameworks?

How can COAs become more relevant to developing countries?

What are next steps to strengthen the COAs and regional action toward 2020?

Guiding questions


