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VNR Handbook – 2020 Edition

Countries could outline what steps are planned to enhance the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda in the coming four years

Countries could also indicate their plans for keeping the SDGs under 
review at the national and sub-national levels, including dissemination of 
VNRs and other national reviews and their findings

The section could highlight what lessons the country has learned from 
the review process, how it will apply them in the continuing 
implementation and what support it would need in the future for 
preparing such reviews



VNR Handbook – 2020 Edition (cont)

Some questions that could be considered include the following:

• How are the outcomes of the VNR being taken up at national level? Is 
the review being disseminated?

• What additional steps are planned to integrate the SDGs into 
government activities, e.g. the budgeting process and policies and 
programmes of line ministries, other institutions or legislation?

• Are there plans for regular review of progress at the national level on 
the implementation of the Agenda?

• What follow-up actions are being defined after the presentation of the 
VNR at the HLPF?



Country examples – Tonga VNR 2019 (1.5 pages)

Tongan stakeholders have identified a number of issues to consider to improve 
implementation outcomes and delivery of development priorities.

The core of the issues is focused on the need to continue with reforms aimed to 
strengthen:
• national planning systems;
• decision making processes;
• whole-of-government approaches;
• participatory involvement of civil society;
• efficiency in development cooperation;
• improved evidence and statistics for policy;
• and accountable leadership and governance.



Country examples – Tonga VNR 2019 (cont)

Some specific considerations include:

• Strengthen coordination on statistical systems
• Strengthen development aid coordination
• Strengthen the national monitoring and evaluation systems
• Closer engagement with the private sector and CSOs to increase coverage, improve 

collaboration and have robust service delivery
• Leadership and governance
• Establish/operationalize robust and predictable guidance and leadership for 

implementation of development priorities at all levels, including political, churches, 
CSOs, communities, and development partners

• Improve levels of accountability and oversight for better governance, through 
relevant institutions, and national stakeholders, including the media, and CSOs



Country examples – Vanuatu VNR 2019 (1 page) 

Some key next steps:

• Improve the alignment of planning with resource allocation.
• Continued development of a Medium-Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF) that links the NSDP 

(The Plan) with the budget process (as outlined in the NPF).
• The MTEF will also provide for improving the linkages among the annual budget statement, the 

NSDP and sector/corporate plans.

• Strengthening multi-stakeholder engagement (as has been seen throughout the NSDP process) is 
another area that Government will address.
• Ensure all stakeholders, including non-state actors have a role in implementing development 

programmes.

• Use this report and the presentation as an opportunity to strengthen linkages with donor partners 
in as a way of strengthening policy-making at all levels of government.



Country examples – Vanuatu VNR 2019 (cont)

In 2020 the Government of Vanuatu is planning the first stock-take of the progress of the 
NSDP. This stock take is scheduled at five-year intervals (2020, 2025 and 2030). During this 
stock take a review of progress a review of NSDP targets and indicators, and the SDG targets 
and indicators aligned within the NSDP M&E Framework will be completed.

This stock take review process is expected to include the following;
• Annual Development Report Overview (3-year progress)
• Review and revise NSDP targets and indicators as needed
• Review SDG Alignment with NSDP M&E Framework
• Review available baselines for both NSDP and SDG Indicators
• Review planned or ongoing data collection efforts like Agriculture Census, HIES or others
• NSDP Baseline Survey (VNSO) to be conducted from January 2019 through January 2020. 

We expected raw data to be available for review in preparation for the 2020 Stock Take



Next Steps: Desired approach for FSM

Need guidance here from FSM SDG WG


