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1. INTRODUCTION 

TO THE WATER 

SITUATION IN 

MALAYSIA  



MALAYSIA IS CONSIDERED RICH IN WATER 

RESOURCES  

Å ANNUAL RAINFALL  =  3,000 mm  

Å > 150 RIVER SYSTEMS  

Å Total Water=990 billion m3 (bcm) per year 

Å SURFACE FLOW =  566 bcm    

Å GROUNDWATER =  64 bcm   

CURRENT ANNUAL WATER DEMAND IN MALAYSIA (2000) 

 = 9,543MLD (< 3% SURFACE FLOW)  

Table 1: Malaysiaôs Water Resource Base 



BUT PENANG & MANY STATES ARE VERY ñPOORò 

IN WATER RESOURCES WHEN COMPARED TO THE 

REST OF MALAYSIA 

Table 1:Classification of States according to water availability in Malaysia. 

______________________________________________________________ 

Water-Rich States   Moderately Water-Rich States Water-Poor States 

______________________________________________________________ 

Perak   Kedah    Perlis 

Pahang      PENANG 

Terengganu      Selangor 

Johor       Melaka 

Kelantan      Negeri Sembilan 

Sabah 

Sarawak 

______________________________________________________________ 
80 % OF PENANGôS WATER SUPPLY 

COMES FROM SG MUDA WHICH 

HAS ITS ORIGINS IN KEDAH 
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