
PROCESSES FOR REGIONAL FOLLOW-UP 

AND REVIEW OF THE SDGs
including SDG roundtables during APFSD  & planning for the future



BACKGROUND

• Follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda, takes place at the national, 
regional and global level (custodian Agencies)

• The Asia Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development (APFSD) is 
the agreed platform for regional follow-up and review, feeding into the 
global High Level Political Forum (HLPF) and also supporting national 
progress. 

• APFSD has a mandate to review progress on the regional road map for 
implementing the 2030 Agenda

• The Regional Coordination Mechanism (RCM) is a modality for 
follow up and review of the 2030 Agenda for the UN Agencies

• Follow- up and review as a multi-stakeholder process (ensuring a 
strong science base, transparency, ownership, etc.)



Sound inputs to follow up & review process – good data, insights 
from multiple perspectives 

Dialogue and interpretation of the progress – underlying 
reasons, key challenges 

Discussing integration across goals – how?

Sound recommendations - widely disseminated to foster action 
and peer learning across countries

Developing/strengthening regional follow up and 

review – some steps for success
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ROUNDTABLES FOR APFSD

• Roundtables focusing on each goal and their interrelations organized at 4th 

and 5th APSFD for participatory, multi-stakeholder discussion on 
each of the SDG in focus at HLPF

• Organized in partnership with UN Partners Members, who co-
hosted each roundtable, as a modality for follow up and review of the 2030 
Agenda

• Overtime: seeking to build upon that success, by creating working 
groups/communities of interest who can share and collaborate on 
each goal, whether or not it is going to be in review the following year, in a 
continuous process

• Looking at engaging UN Partners, Governments, Private Sector, 
Academia and overall Civil Society



ROUNDTABLE 

OBJECTIVES

 Establish a shared 

understanding of  

outlook/progress on goals and  

interlinkages between goals in 

the cluster

 Jointly develop policy 

recommendations on regional 

priority for action to make 

further progress on the goals 

that are included in the Chair’s 

summary of the APFSD 

transmitted to HLPF



GOAL PROFILES







Start preparation 
early

Engage very 
systematically with 
UN Partners at the 

regional level

Multi-stakeholder 
dialogue on progress 

can work!

UN-system 
collaboration & 

ownership – long 
term effort

Truly effective multi-
stakeholder support 
on the development 
of the goal profiles

Similar roundtables 
for in-depth review 

could be 
institutionalized at 
the national level

The process has 
developed mini 
communities of 

practice and fostered 
great collaboration

Keep

learning !

Need specific effort 
on emerging issues 

and innovations

LESSONS LEARNT FROM 

LAST  YEAR 



Preparing for APFSD 2018

 In the long term: 

▪ Develop groups of custodians of each goal - of UN Agencies, 

Governments and other stakeholders willing to contribute to a 

sustainable discussion 

▪ Have continuous FUR processes at the regional level on each goal by 

keeping a compendium of goal profiles

▪ Strengthen follow up and review – before, during and after the APFSD

 APFSD 2019:

▪ Identifying UN custodians for each of the SDG 6,7,11,12 &14 

▪ Survey?

▪ Map and engage with other stakeholders willing to contribute to the 

outlook profiles for each goal (perception of progress, emerging issues, 

case studies of approaches that work in practice)

▪ Strengthening the process, dialogue and outreach of the outcomes

PREPARING FOR APSFD 2019 

AND BEYOND



Volunteerism:

▪ In your country context, what could be the role of volunteering in 

ensuring engagement and citizen participation towards achieving the 

SDGs?

▪ What needs to be in place for volunteers to be effectively engaged 

and recognized? 

Integration:

▪ How to ensure integrated and policy coherent implementation of 

the SDGs?

▪ What institutional set up is needed to support integrated SDG 

implementation and stakeholder engagement?

QUESTIONS FOR PLENARY 

DISCUSSION



Follow-up and review:

▪ Would you like to share your previous experience and lessons 

learnt from last years’ roundtables?

▪ Identify synergies with follow-up review at the national level, 

potentially in the context of the VNR? 

▪ Ideas for engaging more effectively with stakeholders?

▪ How to ensure better dissemination of the outcome in order to 

foster action?

QUESTIONS FOR PLENARY 

DISCUSSION


