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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development:

-- a global commitment to 
transform the entire world 
into a world without 
poverty and with 
development pathways that 
are sustainable and 
inclusive.
-- rights-based and aiming to 
foster peaceful, just, and 
inclusive societies through a 
new global partnership. 

 The 17 SDGs are intended to focus and coordinate national 
policies towards the above vision for humanity.  



Core Values / Guiding Principles

 Universality – Agenda 2030 is universal in scope and applicable in all 
countries and contexts, at all times 

 Leaving no one behind – seeks to reach out and benefit all people, 
primarily those in need and deprivation, wherever they are, targeting 
their specific challenges and vulnerabilities  demand for local and 
disaggregated data to analyze outcomes and track progress

 Interconnectedness, indivisibility, integration – treating SDGs in their 
entirety, balancing the three sustainable development dimensions 
(social, economic and environmental), trade-offs, synergies, spin offs  

 Inclusiveness – participation of all segments of society irrespective of 
race, gender, ethnicity, and identity 

 Multi-stakeholder partnerships – for mobilising and sharing 
knowledge, expertise, technology and financial resources, to support 
the achievement of SDGs in all countries 



Dimensions of the 2030 Agenda

People
Prosperity
Planet
Partnership
Peace



Parliamentary engagement with the  
2030 Agenda and the SDGs (1)

Localizing the SDGs at country level: Ensure national development 
plans that integrate the SDGs and Agenda’s principles are 
developed/updated, country priorities and targets are identified. 

 Inclusive planning processes include parliamentarians and 
involve consultations with people to ensure that national SDGs 
reflect specific local needs and circumstances of specific groups. 

 Parliaments can demand governments to adopt locally 
appropriate indicators to track national progress. 

 Availability of data is crucial -- helps effectively target laws, budget 
and programmes -- parliaments can support strengthening NSOs 
and use of innovations and open data. 



Parliamentary engagement with the  
2030 Agenda and the SDGs (2)

 Parliament should formally adopt the national SDG plan 
following a comprehensive review and formal debate.

 Parliament should ask the government for a regular progress 
reports on the implementation of the national SDG plan.

 Parliaments’ participation in the global progress monitoring 
process -- take stock of progress and share information –

 Parliaments are particularly  encouraged to participate in 
Voluntary National Reviews. 

Parliament’s own institutional development in line with Targets 16.6 
and 16.7 – develop strategic plans based on the robust SDGs 
framework   



Core parliamentary functions -- critical 
to the implementation of the SDGs (1)

 Law-making: Ensure an enabling policy & legislative/regulatory 
environment (pro-poor, gender sensitive, human-rights based), 
and legislation and decision-making processes that promote 
public accountability, participation and inclusiveness. 

 Budgeting: Scrutinize how government funds are allocated to 
nationally defined SDGs (and whether sufficient funds will reach 
the most vulnerable), ensure fiscal/economic policies are aligned 
to the SDGs, and analyze the effectiveness of government 
expenditures on SDG attainment. 



Core parliamentary functions -- critical 
to the implementation of the SDGs (2)

 Oversight: Ensure implementation is on track, and if not, that it 
is recalibrated/accelerated in light of evidence and public 
feedback. Collect information through Question Time, written 
questions to government, parliamentary committee hearings of 
government officials and public hearings, and feed back 
knowledge into the planning and delivery mechanisms. 

 Representation: As elected representatives of the people, 
parliamentarians have an obligation to reach out to constituents 
(including the most vulnerable), and are in a position to identify 
gaps and weaknesses in SDG implementation that may not be 
caught in reports or national statistics. 



A self-assessment 
Toolkit
Developed jointly by IPU and UNDP 
with the purpose to assist parliaments 
and MPs to:
 Assess their preparedness to engage 
with the SDGs;
 Identify additional strategies, 
mechanisms and partnerships to 
support implementation of the SDGs 
more effectively.
The ultimate objective is to ensure 
that parliaments are fit for purpose to 
play a full role in realizing the 2030 
Agenda.

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/democratic-
governance/parliamentary_development/parliaments-and-the-sustainable-development-

l ht l



Self-Assessment = an institution 
strengthening exercise (SDG16)

 It is voluntary and aims to agree a shared vision of the current
situation, priorities for future action and recommendations on
how best to move forward.

 When? As soon as possible.

 Who? Parliamentarians are the principal stakeholders. High level 
leadership and the inclusion of a cross-section of parliamentarians 
increases the likelihood of the outcomes being broadly owned by the 
entire parliament. 

 How? A preceding informative seminar on the  key elements of 
Agenda 2030 and SDGs is recommended. In a bicameral system, 
both houses can run a self-assessment, either separately or together. 



Preparing for a Self-Assessment
Support from leadership • Has the presiding officer and or parliamentary 

leadership group endorsed the self-assessment? 

Organisation/ logistics • Who will initiate and organize the exercise? 
• Is there a cross-party leadership group to provide 

strategic guidance? 
• In a non-partisan parliament, is there an inclusive 

leadership group that can provide strategic guidance? 
• Is there a group within the secretariat that can 

organize logistics? 
• Are there sufficient resources to conduct the self-

assessment? 

Objectives • What are the objectives of the exercise? 
• How is a common understanding to be developed 

amongst parliamentarians and other participants on 
the usefulness and objectives of the exercise? 

Participation • Who will participate in the exercise? 
• How will parliamentarians be chosen to participate?
• Will non-parliamentarians participate, either as active 

contributes or as subject matter experts? 



Facilitators • How will the exercise be facilitated? Will there be a 
single facilitator for the overall exercise?

• How will the facilitator be identified and agreed upon?
• What kind of support will they need?
• Will funding be required for a facilitator, or can a 

partner organization be identified that could 
contribute a good facilitator?

Data sources • What data are available to inform the self- assessment?
• Are there existing government or parliamentary 

reports that can be used? 
• Are there relevant reports from international or 

regional bodies (including human rights treaty bodies)?
• Who will be responsible for collecting and collating 

information that the parliamentarians use?

Assessment outcome • What are the expected outcomes of the exercise? A 
report? A Plan of Action or both? 

• Who will be responsible for producing these 
outcomes? 

Follow up • What follow up is expected? By when? 
• Who is responsible for following up? 
• How will follow-up be monitored? 

Preparing for a Self-Assessment



Self-assessment questions 

Questions 1: Building understanding of the SDGs in parliament. 

Questions 2: Bringing the SDGs from the global to the local level. 

Questions 3: Mainstreaming the SDGs within parliamentary 
mechanisms 

Questions 4: Making laws in support of the SDGs

Questions 5: Financing the SDGs

Questions 6: Monitoring SDG implementation 

Questions 7: Engaging with the public

Questions 8: Ensuring the SDGs serve the most vulnerable 



https://www.undp.org/content/dam/
undp/library/Democratic%20Govern
ance/Parliamentary%20Development
/parliaments%20role%20in%20imple
menting%20the%20SDGs.pdf

Parliamentary 

Handbook developed 

by UNDP with 

GOPAC and IsDB



Group Discussions
Three groups discuss the following questions: 

1. How well prepared is your parliament, house and/or
committee to exercise the core parliamentary functions of
law-making (group 1), oversight (group 2) and representation
(group 3) in support of the SDGs, and how effectively each
function is carried out to spur progress in the implementation
of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs in your country? What
factors and circumstances are supporting and what are
hindering your parliament, house and/or committee in
carrying out the respective core parliamentary function more
effectively in support of the SDGs?

2. Are there any actions that you could take, propose or promote
to enhance your parliament’s fitness for purpose in relation to
the SDGs? (all groups)



Guiding questions: Law-making
1. How effectively do committees review draft laws through participatory 
and open committee processes?

• Do parliamentary committees engage the public to make use of their 
feedback on real-life SDG implementation issues?

• Do parliamentary committees invite submissions from outside experts on 
SDG implementation (including what is and what is not working)?

2. To what extent can committees/parliamentary units perform an 
“impact assessment” of draft laws from an SDG standpoint? 

3. To what extent does parliament consider the SDGs when discussing 
and adopting the budget?

4. How effective is the support provided to parliament? 
• Can current staffing levels provide MPs and committees with legislative 

research, SDG impact analysis and other support they need?

• What tools or information would parliament need to be able to take the 
SDGs into account more effectively when legislating?



Guiding questions: Oversight
1. To what extent does parliament review, debate and take action on 
relevant documents produced by the government about the SDGs and/or 
national sustainable development plans?
• Did parliament participate in the preparation of any progress reports, are these 

reports referred to parliamentary committees, how are parliamentary 
recommendations fed back into the government policy processes?

2. To what extent is parliament able to ensure follow up on 
recommendations about SDG implementation from HLPF? 
3. To what extent can parliament initiate and run its own inquiries into 
issues related to SDG implementation? 
• Is the authority to initiate inquiries actually used to examine issues around the 

government’s implementation of SDG-related programmes and policies?
• Do such parliamentary inquiries engage openly with the public or outside 

experts to make use of their feedback on real-life SDG implementation issues?

4. How effectively can parliament scrutinize expenditure and assess how 
this has served to advance SDG implementation?



Guiding questions: Representation
1. What is the level of women representation in your parliament? How 
many women MPs are committee chairpersons? How many women MPs are 
chairs or members of the budget and finance, public accounts, security and 
defense, or economic committees? 

2. What methods are used by MPs, individually, to regularly engage citizens 
and constituents to hear their concerns and ideas with regard to the 
implementation of laws, policies and programmes related to the SDGs? 

3. Are the groups at risk of being left behind identified in your country? 
Are parliamentary committees and MPs aware of their needs and concerns 
and take them into consideration when legislating or reviewing the 
implementation of laws, policies and programmes? Are parliament, 
committees and MPs systematically reaching out to the most vulnerable 
and marginalized populations?

4. What demographic, economic, social and environmental data can MPs 
access about their constituencies, and how often is this updated?


