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Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, 
provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels

12 Targets

16.1 Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere 

16.2 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of children 

16.3 Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and ensure equal access to  
justice for all 

16.4 By 2030, significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, strengthen the recovery and 
return of stolen assets and combat all forms of organized crime 

16.5 Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms 

16.6 Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions  at all levels 

16.7 Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at all levels 

16.8 Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries in the institutions of 
global governance 

16.9 By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth registration 

16.10 Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms, in accordance with 
national legislation and international agreements 

16.a Strengthen relevant national institutions, including through  international cooperation, 
for building capacity at all levels, in particular in developing countries, to prevent  violence 
and combat terrorism and crime 

16.b Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for sustainable development. 



Preamble of the UN 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development 

We are determined to 
foster peaceful, just and 

inclusive societies 

which are free from 

fear and violence.



Facts and Figures

Official 
• 12 (10+2) goals and 24 

global indicators (out of 17 
goals, 169 targets, 232 
indicators) 

• Located between 15 
sectoral goals (social, 
economic and environment) 
and MoI (SDG 17) 

• Vision: Peaceful, Just and 
Inclusive Societies 

• Titles and Names : 
➢ Justice->Peace, 
➢ Peace, Justice and Strong 

Institutions

‘Unofficial’
• Most complex and political 

➢ PHD (Peace, Human Rights and 
Democracy) 

➢ Political equality (5-gender, 10-
economic) 

• Goal and Means (both What and 
How)

• Enabler or accelerator of SDGs 
(whole-of-government/society 
approach) 

• Civic space or enabling 
environment

• Goal for human rights defenders or 
democracy advocates 

• Originated from the MDG 9 of 
Mongolia 

• Invisible or forgotten goal 



PHD Approach to SDG 16

Peace

Democracy
Human 

Rights

• 16.1, 2, 4, a, … P

• 16.3, 9, 10, b, …H

• 16.3, 5, 6, 7, 8, …D



Approaches to SDG16

SDG16 alone
SDG16+ 

(Nexus) 

Cross-cutting 

goals SDGs and 

Peace

• SDG16 alone : 
➢ one of 16 sectoral or thematic goals 
➢ Governance goal 

• SDG16+  
➢ Linking SDG16 to other goals (Nexus)
➢ Pathfinders for SDG16+ 

• Cross-cutting Goal 
➢ Goal 5, 10, 16 and SDG 17 (systematic 

issues)  + 4.7, 13, etc. 
➢ Equality (5-gender, 10-economic, 16-

political) 
➢ Peace, human rights ( justice) and 

democracy (institution) (PHD) 
➢ Mainstreaming 

• SDGs and Peace 
➢ UNESCAP Sustainable Development 

and Sustaining Peace
➢ UN-World Bank “Pathways for Peace” 
➢ UNSG’s Agenda for Disarmament –

Securing our common future 
➢ 1986 UN Declaration on the Right to 

Development (Article 7 on 
disarmament) 











An Agenda for Disarmament 
(Geneva, 24 May 2018) 



Article 7 
All States should promote the establishment, 

maintenance and strengthening of 
international peace and security and, to that 

end, should do their utmost to achieve 
general and complete disarmament under 
effective international control, as well as to 

ensure that the resources released by 
effective disarmament measures are used for 
comprehensive development, in particular 

that of the developing countries.





Pathways for Peace by UN and WB

• Violent conflict is 
increasingly 
recognized as one of 
the big obstacles to 
reaching the SDGs.

• Preventing fragility, 
conflict and violence 
is central to reducing 
poverty and 
achieving shared 
prosperity. 



SDG 16 – Justice and Peace
Negative(passive) to Positive (Proactive) Peace 









Global Partnerships on SDG16 

• Data Initiative www.SDG16.org
• Transparency, Accountability and Participation 

(TAP) Network 
• Global partnerships to end violence against 

children – Target 16.2 / 16.9 
• Open Government Partnership (OGP) – Target 

16.10
• Business and Human Rights (BHR) – Target 16.3 

and 16.5  
• UN Draft guidelines for States on the effective 

implementation of the right to participate in 
public affairs – Target 16.6 and 16/7

http://www.sdg16.org/


Challenges and suggestions  

• Opportunities for 2019 – 2020 
➢2019 – HLPF (July and Sept.), C20/G20 (Japan),
➢2020 – Tokyo Summer Olympics 

• Linking SDG16 to systemic issues of SDG 17 
(coherence, partnership and data) 

• Mainstreaming and Nexus approach to SDG16 in 
VNR report and global monitoring 

• Linking VNR to UPR (Universal Periodic Review) –
human rights-based approach (HRBA) to SDGs : 

• Making SDG16 a permanent annual priority goal 
at HLPF from 2020 



Challenges in NEA 

• Shrinking civic space or little space for 
independent CSOs in some countries

• Lack of inter-governmental cooperation 
mechanisms in NEA on issues related to 
SDG16.

• Diversities, gaps and imbalances among 
countries : economic, social and political. 



Some Initiatives in Asia on SDG16

▪ Ulaanbaatar Process on Peace in NEA 
▪ Seoul ODA Conference (13 Sept. 2018) 
▪ Gwangju World Human Rights Cities Forum 

(WHRCF) (18-20 Oct. 2018)  
▪ Open Government Partnership (OPG) Asia 

Pacific Meeting (Seoul, 5-6 Nov. 2018)
▪ Ulaanbaatar Democracy Forum (UBDF) on 

SDG16+  Community of Democracies (CoD) 
with ADN / ADA (UB, Mongolia, Dec. 2018)

▪ Busan Democracy Forum (BuDF) (Feb. 2019) 
– SDG17 and Target 4.7 


