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Insufficient progress across Asia and the Pacific...

Source: ESCAP, Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress Report 2019



… mirrored in South East Asia

Source: ESCAP SDG Gateway



Despite institutional architecture established 
across A/P…
• Often building on existing MDG structures

• Integration into national development plans & policies and national laws

• Adaption to national context

• Institutional strengthening & coordination 

» Mapping responsibilities

» Creation of coordination bodies

• CSO involvement in implementation structures (some)



… and active participation in Follow-up and Review

Countries in A/P

o Countries participate regularly 
in the APFSD

o 12 yet to do a VNR (8 in 2020)

o Requested stronger role for 
regional FuR (ESCAP/RES/75/2)

Analysis of goals and targets

o Limited focus on LNOB

o Data & statistics remain a 
concern
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48%

Statistical data

source: UN DESA (2018)



Why are we 
not making 
more 
progress?

Achieving the SDGs require 
shifts in implementation 
strategies 

• More focus on the comprehensive 
means of implementation, 
including financing the SDGs

• More holistic and integrated 
policy approaches

• Stronger focus on empowerment, 
inclusion and equality of all



Substantial barriers to participation and voice
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Source: UNESCAP, ADB, UNDP (2019), Accelerating Progress: An empower, inclusive and equal Asia Pacific. Bangkok.

Source: CIVICUS 2018



Adverse norms and discriminatory institutions

• In parts of the region, over 
70 per cent of surveyed 
women face gender-based 
violence. 

• Significant economic costs, 
in some places amounting 
to over 2 % of GDP. 

• Empowerment and 
inclusion can make a 
difference.

Source: UNESCAP, ADB, UNDP (2019), Accelerating Progress: An empower, inclusive and equal Asia Pacific. Bangkok.



Inaction on human rights and justice

• Human rights lie at the heart of the 2030 Agenda.

• Access to justice is intimately linked to the exercise of 
all human rights identified in the Universal Declaration 
on Human.

• In some places of Asia and the Pacific, long-standing 
inaction on human rights, including economic, cultural 
and social rights, has fostered extreme levels of 
inequality and exclusion.

• For example: In 18 out of 24 countries in the region 
whose legal frameworks were reviewed, existing laws 
do not address the issue of land rights of indigenous 
communities in protected areas



Wide 
disparities in 

access to 
resources and 

capabilities
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Best practices exist … need upscaling and outscaling

72 out 116 (i.e. 60%)
Acceleration Actions cover 
Asia and the Pacific.

13 originate from within the 
region.

51 case studies 
received for the 
2018 SDG 
Partnership Report

ESCAP’s SDG HelpDesk
contains 51 best 
practices from across 
the region

112 case studies 
received for the 
Environmental 
Change Through 
Participation 
publication

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgactions
https://sdgasiapacific.net/knowledge-product
http://sdghelpdesk.unescap.org/
https://www.unescap.org/resources/environmental-change-through-participation


Asia-Pacific Forum on

Sustainable Development

APFSD

• Annual, inclusive and

intergovernmental

• Support countries & enhance

their capacity for implementation

of the 2030 Agenda

• Provide regional perspective,

identify regional trends, share

best practices and lessons

learned

• Support follow-up and review,

assess progress and enable peer

learning related to HLPF themes

Sub regional 
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Partnerships on Knowledge 
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A Regional Road Map for Asia and the Pacific

Expected Impacts

• Strengthened

regional cooperation 

on priority issues

• Continued and more 

efficient and 

coordinated support

• More effective 

knowledge sharing

Practical means of implementation

• Data and statistics

• Technology

• Finance

• Policy coherence

• North-South, South-South, international and 

regional partnerships

Thematic areas

• Leave no one behind

• DRR & resilience

• Climate change

• Management of natural resources

• Connectivity

• Energy



Conclusions

• Implementation much faster than for the MDGs

• But change is not happening fast enough

• Need to pay more attention to the structural 
barriers to development

• More attention is required towards integrative 
stakeholder engagement (or engaging 
integration)

• We do see good examples – these need to be 
scaled up and out!

• APFSD and the Regional Roadmap provide for a 
platform and regional framework.



Thank you !

Environment and 
Development 

Division
ESCAP


