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Current state of SDGs in Asia-Pacific



Snapshot of SDG 

Progress: Asia and 

the Pacific

Source: ESCAP (2017)



Will the region be able to achieve the targets by 2030?

Source: ESCAP (2017)



Asia and the Pacific region will need to increase the pace 

of progress on all goals to achieve the SDGs

Key message

Uneven

across goals/targets

The region is making 

satisfactory progress 

on a few SDGs, but it 

is off-track on all 

goals 

Unequal

across sub-regions

Inter and Intra-

regional disparities 

highlight the need for 

policy prioritizations 

at the sub-regional 

level



• The Pacific region, under the Pacific Roadmap 

for Sustainable Development, compiled the 

first regional report in 2018.

• This was presented at HLPF 2019

• The next regional report will be compiled in 

2022.

• Co-ordinated by PIFS, drafted by CROP and 

UN agencies. 



Selected key messages

Poverty

In the Pacific, there is a focus on 
hardship, lack of
economic opportunity and social 
exclusion. 

While extreme poverty remains relatively 
low, household surveys in 7 Pacific 
Island Countries and Territories (PICTs) 
show an estimated one in every four 
Pacific Islanders living below their 
national poverty lines.



Disability

At least 1.5 million Pacific islanders are 
living with some

form of disability. 

Persons with disabilities in the Pacific are 
among the poorest and most marginalised 
in their communities. 

They are over represented among those 
living in poverty and underrepresented in 
social, economic and public life, including in 
national decision-making. 



Non-communicable diseases

Non Communicable Diseases (NCDs) 

are at crisis levels in the Pacific. 

The region has some of the highest 

rates of premature mortality from NCDs 

and account for in some cases up to 84 

percent of deaths. 

Obesity and diabetes rates are among 

the highest worldwide. 



Finance

Accessing finance for sustainable development and climate 

change adaptation remains an ongoing challenge for PICs. 

Financing options determine how PICs can effectively invest in 

people, sustainable enterprises, institutions and resilient 

infrastructure and how they play a critical role in meeting the 

development challenges of the region.



2030 Agenda - investment/ financing 

requirements



Background

• In the business-as-usual scenario, the Asia-Pacific region will 

not be able to achieve the SDGs by 2030

• In the business-as-usual scenario, Pacific SIDS will not 

achieve any of the 17 SDGs by 2030

• How much would it cost to achieve the SDGs?



Using various costing models, ESCAP’s Economic and 

Social Survey 2019 finds that an additional investment 

of $1.5 trillion per year would allow Asia-Pacific 

developing countries to end extreme poverty and 

ambitiously move towards universal health coverage, 

quality education and enabling infrastructure, while 

staying on track to limit climate change. 

How much would it cost to achieve the SDGs?



• Builds on costing models used by specialized agencies in their 

respective area of work

• Intervention- and unit cost-based costing for most social 

and infrastructure sectors

• Integrated models for energy and the environment 

• Some SDGs do not have clear numerical targets

• Establishing a baseline is challenging for some SDG sectors

• Data limitation for SIDS, aggregation issues, etc. 

General methodology and challenges



An investment gap of $1.5 trillion per year or 5% of GDP for 

developing Asia-Pacific countries

Source: ESCAP Survey 2019



Just under a dollar per person per day



Investment gaps rise to 16% of GDP in LDCs
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Similarly, Pacific SIDS face steep 

challenges due to high vulnerability to 

climate change, but results are not 

shown given limited data availability. 
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Infrastructure financing needs in Asia-Pacific SIDS, 2018-2030

(% of GDP)

Source: Branchoux, Fang and Tateno (2018)



However, achieving the Goals is NOT JUST
about money

Goals whose achievement depends heavily on other factors 

(e.g. laws and regulations) and on effective mainstreaming 

across all SDG investments



Do countries have the fiscal space to invest in the SDGs?

Some potential from taxes and limited potential from 
traditional donors of ODA

Evolution of Official Development Assistance from Asia-

Pacific, 2011-2017
Changes in Tax Revenue as per cent of GDP, 

2017 vs 2012

Source: ESCAP based on IMF (2018). Government Finance Statistics Database. Available from 

www.imf.org/en/Data
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Investment needs can be reduced substantially 
through improved efficiency
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Governments could actively engage private sector
to meet the required investment
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Summary

• The Asia-Pacific region as a whole need to invest an 
additional $1.5 trillion per year

• Specific areas where SDG progress is lagging or financing is 
perceived to be challenging would need attention

• These needs can be affordable, by mobilizing more sources, 
with improved efficiency and by involving the private sector

• Development partnership and regional cooperation will be 
essential for those who do not have sufficient funding 
capacity and also to address the global issues such as 
climate change and conservation of biodiversity

• National authorities and development partners could work 
together to make SDG costing a useful tool

• National development plans and strategies can be 
accompanied by financing strategies



Tenk yu tumas!



Visit http://www.unescap.org

twitter.com/unescap

facebook.com/unescap

youtube.com/unescap


