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Simple Average ASEAN-4 East Asia-3

North and 

Central Asia - 

4

Pacific Islands 

Developing 

Economies

SAARC-4 AUS-NZL EU-3

ASEAN-4 76.2%

(3.4%)

East Asia-3 77.6% 53.3%

(6.0%) (2.9%)

North and Central 342.2% 170.1% 115.4%

Asia - 4 (0.2%) (-4.6%) (-3.8%)

Pacific Islands 167.6% 166.1% 367.4% 127.5%

Developing Economies (-9.6%) (-4.9%) (24.8%) (-7.3%)

SAARC-4 131.6% 123.3% 304.0% 289.5% 119.4%

(4.6%) (-1.9%) (8.6%) (-7.4%) (10.8%)

AUS-NZL 101.2% 86.8% 357.2% 83.8% 136.7% 54.1%

(2.4%) (-4.7%) (-0.9%) (-4.3%) (-6.3%) (-0.9%)

EU-3 105.1% 84.7% 149.2% 197.7% 113.6% 107.4% 42.1%

(-3.2%) (-1.1%) (-6.4%) (-8.4%) (-0.3%) (-2.9%) (-6.9%)

USA 86.7% 64.3% 176.0% 159.8% 113.1% 100.9% 66.9%

(7.2%) (3.0%) (-2.8%) (-4.8%) (5.7%) (1.7%) (0.4%)

http://www.unescap.org/resources/escap-world-bank-trade-cost-database

Trade Costs in Asia and the Pacific

Table 1: Intra- and extra-regional comprehensive trade costs in the Asia-Pacific 
region (excluding tariff costs), 2011-2016

Source: ESCAP-World Bank Trade Cost Database (June 2018 update), available at:

http://www.unescap.org/resources/escap-world-bank-trade-cost-database
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Contribution of natural barriers, behind-the border facilitation and 
trade-related practice to trade costs

0-10%*

60-90%*

10-30%*

Tariff Trade 
Costs

Policy-Related
Non-Tariff Trade 

Costs

Natural Trade Costs
(Geographical and 
Cultural Factors)

Direct Behind- & At-the border Trade Costs1%

6-7%

6-7%

16-18%

52-57%

Availability/use of ICT Services

Business (Regulatory) Environment

Maritime Connectivity/Services

Other Trade Costs:
•Non-tariff measures
•Indirect cost of trade 
procedure
•Currency fluctuation

* Illustrative based on casual observation of the data only. Natural trade costs for landlocked countries may be 
outside the range shown for natural trade costs.

Key factors in lowering trade costs –
Asia-Pacific Perspective 



UN Global Survey on 
Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation

conducted jointly by UN Regional Commissions
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UNTFSURVEY.ORG



Implementation of different groups of trade 
facilitation measures (2017)

5Source:  The second global survey on trade facilitation and paperless trade implementation (2017, preliminary)



Least implemented measures 
in Asia and the Pacific (also true globally) 

•WTO TFA-related measures

–Advance rulings

–Authorized operators programs

–[Electronic] Single Window systems

•Cross-border paperless trade measures

– E-exchange of SPS certificates

–Paperless letters of credit

•TF measures targeted at SMEs and Women

6https://unnext.unescap.org/content/un-global-survey-trade-facilitation-and-paperless-trade-implementation-2017

https://unnext.unescap.org/content/un-global-survey-trade-facilitation-and-paperless-trade-implementation-2017


Challenges to moving forward 
on cross-border paperless trade

➢ Adoption of common 
International Standards

➢ Harmonization of legal 
frameworks

➢ Capacity gaps among 
the parties 
(infrastructure & HR)

➢ Cooperation between 
public and private 
sectors

➢ Lack of 
intergovernmental 
coordination 
mechanism

Legal 

Framework



Expected gains from WTO TFA 
implementation in Asia-Pacific

• Trade cost reductions almost double if full 
implementation of binding + not binding measures (-10%)

• ICT applications in TF (i.e. paperless trade measures) 
have high trade cost reduction potential (additional 7%)
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On-going ESCAP work/support on reducing 
the cost of NTMs

• Capacity building of member states

– Regional workshop on Evidence-Based Trade Policy Making for Sustainable 
Development (focus on NTMs)

– NTM week 2018 & Workshop on Reducing the Costs of NTMs in North and 
Central Asia (Geneva)

– Research capacity building on NTMs in Uzbekistan & Kyrgyzstan 

• NTM data collection in Azerbaijan & Tajikistan

• Regional analysis of private sector perspective on NTMs in Asia-Pacific (with 
ITC)

•Database on the costs of NTMs
– Estimation of NTMs’ ad-valorem equivalents (AVEs) – at HS6 product and  bilateral level

•Development of indicators to link NTMs and SDG
–Micro-level assessments to be conducted in Bangladesh and Lao PDR 
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The Framework Agreement on Facilitation of 
Cross-Border Paperless Trade in Asia and the 
Pacific
- Newest UN treaty on trade and development (2016)

- Aims to accelerate implementation and interoperability 
of single window and other paperless trade systems

- Complements and supports digital implementation of 
WTO TFA

- Great potential to reduce the cost of NTMs + increase 
compliance to NTMs

- Already signed by 5 countries (incl. China), and ratified 
by Azerbaijan
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http://bit.ly/ESCAP_FA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5nywxwD62g



ANNEX – More details on ESCAP data initiatives on NTMs on SDGs
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NTMs and Sustainable Development

•Relate NTMs to SDGs

•Would need to go measure-by-measure (description) to see what 
measures may affect what – NTMs are not explicitly mentioned

•No clear matching between NTMs and SDGs, e.g.:



NTMs and Sustainable Development

•NTMs are by definition product specific, e.g.:

•So the key is to link the SDGs to NTMs via product 
codes 

reporter partner ntmcode ntm_chapter hs6
LAO WLD A140 A 010121
LAO WLD A830 A 010121
LAO WLD A840 A 010121
LAO WLD C300 C 010121
LAO WLD F610 F 010121
LAO WLD F650 F 010121
… … … … …



Examples 

•NTMs affecting importation of plastic bags (HS 
392690, 392310) are clearly linked to SDG 14 
(Oceans) indicator 14.1.1 (floating plastic debris). 

•NTMs affecting antiques and art (HS97) are likely to 
contribute to safeguarding world’s cultural heritage 
(target 11.4). 

•Arms-related NTMs (HS93) will relate to SDG 16 
(Peace and Security), target 16.1 (Significantly reduce 
all forms of violence and related death rates 
everywhere) and related indicators. 



Some NTMs affect a number of SDGs

•In many cases, measures affecting one product are likely to contribute to 
a variety of SDGs. 

•In the case of measures targeting plastic bags, they are also likely to 
positively contribute to 

–SDG 14 (Oceans) indicator 14.1.1 (floating plastic debris). 

–SDG 11 (Sustainable cities), Target 11.5 (reduce the number of 
deaths and the number of people affected and substantially decrease 
the direct economic losses relative to global gross domestic product 
caused by disasters)

–Less plastics would also reduce the adverse per capita environmental 
impact of cities (Target 11.6)

–Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of 
natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, protect and 
prevent the extinction of threatened species (Target 15.5)



NTM/SDG/Target matching

16

• HS 6 code 

• NTM code

• Keywords



Share of measures that 
“match” SDG 3
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Share of measures 
that “match” SDG 12
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More measures = less focus?
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The Cost of Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs): 
ESCAP Price-Based Model Estimations of AVEs
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Online gravity modelling tool for capacity building: 
now incorporating NTMs


