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Summary 

Representatives of 21 countries shared their experiences with senior officials from the Asia-Pacific 
region at the High Level Seminar “Policy-data nexus: experience sharing between European Union 
and Asia-Pacific countries”. The seminar preceded the Sixth Meeting of the Statistical Committee of 
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). 

High quality official statistics and information were recognised as valuable assets for decision mak-
ers, planners and the community.  This information is enhanced when there is a strong partnership 
and regular productive communication between the key users and the data producers. It was also 
recognised that producers need to reach beyond the recognized “key users”, and raise statistical 
awareness amongst those potential users who do not know how useful statistics could be to help 
them reach their goals. 

The information that needs to be used for reporting against national indicator frameworks and the 
global Agenda 2030 SDGs is drawn from a range of data sets including surveys and administrative 
data. Increasingly, other sources such as commercial data sets (e.g. scanner data and mobile phone 
data) and satellite imagery are also being utilised to create statistical indicators.  Making effective 
use of these alternative sources is dependent on the expertise, analytical skills and capacity of Na-
tional Statistical Offices and their relationships with other government agencies and data produc-
ers within their country, and building partners with the wider data science community. 

 

Context 

▪ Many countries recognised at the highest level, e.g. up to Prime Minister level, that reliable 
and timely statistics are indispensable for evidence based decision making and the success-
ful implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Such positive en-
gagement and recognition by political leaders should be encouraged. 

▪ Adherence to the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics and accepted standards is 
essential to ensure trust and quality, and these principles have been adopted in different 
parts of the world through regional and national codes of practice, such as the European 
Statistics Code of Practice, the African Charter on Statistics and the Asean Community Sta-
tistical System Code of Practice. 

▪ The SDGs and supporting Indicators have brought statisticians and policy-makers closer to-
gether, and this positive relationship needs to be maintained and enhanced. 

▪ In “Leaving no one behind”, national level statistics are not always sufficient.  There is a 
need to focus down to sub national and local levels, as well as groups within society e.g. 
gender, age, etc.  
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Agenda 2030 

▪ Agenda 2030 provides a unique opportunity to develop statistical systems for the wider 
good, and maximum advantage should be taken of this opportunity. 

▪ SDG goals, targets and indicators must be relevant to national circumstances.  They should 
be adapted to meet countries’ individual needs (e.g. by omitting non-applicable goals/tar-
gets/indicators, adding extra ones and providing sub-national breakdowns). 

▪ Agenda 2030 involves multiple data producers and data sources. The NSOs need to play a 
strong leadership role as the coordinator of producers and validator of statistics and related 
processes to ensure trust in official statistics. 

 

Investment and resources 

▪ Mobilising and sustaining investment in the NSO and statistical products and services is an 
issue for all countries.  Investment in national statistical systems needs to align with require-
ments for statistical products and services demanded by users, including SDG products and 
services.  Countries reporting greater success with investment were those where the NSO 
is involved in budget processes, even to the extent where SDG costs are explicit in the an-
nual budget document.  

 

Planning 

▪ A holistic approach to policy making and statistical planning is needed to ensure that those 
most in need do not fall through the gaps. The social, economic and environmental aspects 
need to be integrated and not treated individually. 

▪ Statistical development, including for Agenda 2030, should be mainstreamed into National 
Development Policies and Plans, including Statistical Development Policies and Plans, pref-
erably by law.  Timeframes do not have to be aligned.  For example, a country may embed 
the 2030 Agenda into their 2050 national plan whilst another may align the 2030 Agenda 
with their 5 year NSDS. However, this does not mean that the Agenda 2030 targets are set 
aside, but are integrated into the national plans.  

 

User-Producer Dialogues 

▪ User-Producer dialogues are essential for linking policy with data.  Dialogues must be con-
tinuous and wide-ranging.  

▪ The main users are national governments, but also include regional authorities, civil society, 
researchers and the public.  NSOs need to engage with and address needs of all parts of 
society, raising public statistical awareness, for example in schools. 

▪ User-producer dialogue generally takes place by means of formal committees, events such 
as workshops and established user groups. It can also involve improved communication 
and dissemination, and new methods such as online discussion forums, blogs and social 
media. 

▪ Statisticians must encourage effective two-way dialogue and use language appropriate for 
the audience. 
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▪ Producer-Producer dialogue is likewise essential for collaboration and coordination of the 
national statistical system, for example the NSO providing guidance, advice, protocols and 
standards for harmonisation to other producers. 

 

Engagement and Advocacy 

▪ Engagement and advocacy are critical to ensuring the relevance and use of official statis-
tics. 

▪ Engagement mechanisms, such as the celebration of a Statistics Day or organising awards, 
such as for excellence in official statistics and use of statistics in journalism, should be en-
couraged to sustain engagement, motivation and advocacy efforts. 

▪ Engagement with parliamentarians is of particular importance to ensure trust in official sta-
tistics, increase statistical literacy among decision-makers and improve policy awareness 
among statisticians. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

▪ The roles and responsibilities of the NSO and actors in the National Statistical System need 
to be specified and clarified, preferably in law. 

▪ In many countries, the NSO and/or Chief Statistician is closely aligned with policy making. 
Whilst this is helpful, there may be a risk and price to pay regarding independence. A key 
message is to be involved but “stay on the edge”. Professional independence should not 
mean isolation. 

 

Exchanges of best practice 

• The exchange of best practice should be encouraged - with peer countries, others in the 
region, external experts, development partners and through twinning arrangements 

 

 

 


