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Background for
ESCAP Resolution 68/3
ESCAP Resolution on Enabling paperless trade
and the the cross-border recognition of electronic
data and documents (adopted in May 2012)

International
Supply Chain
Integration

Legal and technical barriers
in information exchange
(across borders)

Increased implementation of
(national) single window and
paperless trade systems, but
Rise of regional and global production networks
Need for cross-border paperless trade
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Challenges to moving forward
on cross-border paperless trade
 Adoption of common
International Standards
 Harmonization of legal
frameworks
 Capacity gaps among the
parties
 Cooperation between public
and private sectors
 Lack of intergovernmental
coordination mechanism

Overview of
ESCAP Resolution 68/3
 Invites member States to work towards the development of regional
arrangements on the facilitation of cross-border paperless trade
 And, request the Executive Secretary to:
1) support and facilitate the process for the development of regional
arrangements on the facilitation of cross-border paperless trade,
including by conducting studies, developing potential options, and
and in this regard to present its results to the Committee on Trade and
Investment at its third session
2) ensure that the regional arrangements take into account and are
consistent with the existing international and regional agreements,
mechanisms, and undertakings.
3) continue and further strengthen the secretariat’s support for capacitybuilding activities
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Progress in Implementing
ESCAP Resolution 68/3
 36 members and associate members have nominated focal points
to support implementation (as of February 2015)
Designated webpage for implementation: to maximize
transparency and availability of information related to
implementation progress (to be updated)
http://unnext.unescap.org/reso683.asp
Members are kindly requested to update existing national focal
points or nominate new ones
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http://www.unescap.org/resources/enhancing-regional-connectivity-towardsregional-arrangement-facilitation-cross-border

Benefits of
Cross-Border Paperless Trade

Annual regional export gains :
$36 bn (for partial implementation) to $257 bn (full implementation)
Export time reduction: 24% to 44%
Export cost reduction: 17% to 31%
Total direct cost savings across all trade: $1bn to $7bn annually
Source: http://www.unescap.org/resources/estimating-benefits-cross-border-paperless-trade

Progress in Implementing
ESCAP Resolution 68/3

Conduct
Study

Draft text of an
Agreement on
Cross-Border
Paperless Trade
Facilitation
proposed in Annex

Aug. 2012
- Feb. 2013

Expert
Review

Member
Consultation

ESCAP brings
together technical
& legal experts to
refine the text

4 (Sub)regional
informal
consultations are
held with Member
States on the text

Nov. 2012
- Mar. 2013

Jul. – Nov.
2013

* ERM: Expert Review Meeting

8 EGM: Expert Group Meeting

Report
To
CTI

ESCAP Committee
on Trade and Inv.
recommends
formal negotiation
begins

Nov.
2013

First Inter
Gover
nmental
Meeting
First
intergovernmental
negotiation of the
text of the regional
arrangement

April
2014

Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Meeting
on a Regional Arrangement for the Facilitation of Crossborder Paperless Trade
 Held in April 2014
 30 ESCAP member states participated
 Collectively reviewed and improved the draft text of a
regional arrangement, but needed more time to finalize it.
 Decided to stablish an Interim Intergovernmental Steering
Group (ISG) on Cross-border Paperless Trade Facilitation
to:
1) Further improve the draft text of the regional arrangement
2) Prepare a draft roadmap for the implementation of substantive
provisions in the draft text
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ESCAP resolution 70/6
 Adopted at the 70th session of ESCAP Commission in August
2014 and endorsed the decision of the Ad Hoc
Intergovernmental Meeting to create a Steering Group
 Noted that the work of the interim steering group on crossborder paperless trade facilitation would complement the work
being done in relation to the implementation of the WTO Trade
Facilitation Agreement
 Requests the Executive Secretary to support and facilitate the
establishment and operation of the interim intergovernmental
steering group on cross-border paperless trade facilitation
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Q6. What is the nature of the draft
Regional Arrangement for the Facilitation of CrossBorder Paperless Trade?
It is a UN treaty draft text
It is a voluntary agreement. Once text is agreed by all ESCAP
Members, each Member will have the opportunity to decide to join or not
to join, and when.
It is a framework agreement (FA). The primary focus of the draft text of
the regional arrangement is facilitation of cross-border paperless trade,
not cross-border paperless trade itself
 Most provisions center on measures facilitating cross-border
paperless trade, not on detailed prescription on how to engage in
cross-border paperless trade. In line with this focus, most provisions
are best endeavor in nature.
 Adoption of the FA will likely be followed by development (and
voluntary adoption) by all or some participants in the framework
agreement of more detailed protocols to electronically exchange
specific data and documents
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Objective and Scope
of the Regional Arrangement
[As of 2014]

Hereby agree as follows:
Article 1: Objective
The objective of this Arrangement/Agreement is to promote crossborder paperless trade by enabling exchange and mutual recognition
of trade-related data and documents in electronic form and facilitating
interoperability among national and subregional Single Windows
and other paperless trade systems.
Article 2: Scope
This Arrangement/Agreement applies to paperless trade between the
Parties.

Q7. What are key features of
the draft Regional Arrangement?

A set of Principles on which to base future cross-border paperless
trade implementation efforts.
A multi-layered institutional arrangement as an operating platform.
A comprehensive action plan (to be developed jointly by the
signatories): The collective implementation of the action plan is
expected to result in the emergence of practical standardized
solutions and protocols for cross-border paperless trade. Action plan
would include development of:
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technical and legal measures,
detailed actions for designing pilot projects and subsequent actual projects,
capacity building support and information
and experience sharing activities among members, etc.

ESCAP Capacity Building Support related to
Trade Facilitation and Paperlesss Trade
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Thank you
www.unescap.org/our-work/tradeinvestment/trade-facilitation
unnext.unescap.org
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Paperless Trade?
 Paperless Trade
Conduct of trade activities on the basis
of electronic rather than paper
documents e.g. electronic Customs
declaration, electronic cert. of origin

Forwarder
Shipper

eCO

Exporter

 Paperless Trade Systems
Legal/regulatory and technical
frameworks in which paperless trade
transactions take place e.g. electronic
Single Window facility, e-port
management systems, Framework Act
on Electronic Transaction (in RoK)
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Chamber

Customs

Importer

Inspection

Benefits of Paperless Trade
Government

Traders

Effective & Efficient
Deployment of
Resources

Cutting Costs
through
Reducing Delays

Correct
Revenue
Yield
Improved
Trader
Compliance
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Faster
Clearance &
Release

Paperless
Trade

Predictable
Application and
Explanation of Rules

Enhanced
Security

Effective & Efficient
Deployment of
Resources

Increased
Integrity &
Transparency

Increased
Transparency

Regional Arrangement
and WTO TFA
 Regional arrangement focuses on facilitating the application
and use of modern information and communication
technologies in trade facilitation, which complements and is
expected to ultimately facilitate WTO TFA implementation.
 Implementing the draft regional arrangement supports ESCAP
member States in easily meeting the requirements of many
provisions of the WTO TFA, such as Articles 7, 8 and 10,
including Single Window provisions.
 Single Window provision in WTO TFA:
1) at national level, not cross-border
2) either paper-based or electronic
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