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Fourth South Asia Forum on SDGs 

Special High-Level Event on Disaster and Climate Resilience in South Asia 

 

Virtual Meeting 

December 4 2020, 15:00-16:30 (Delhi Time), 16.30-18.00 (Bangkok Time) 

 

 

Event page: https://www.unescap.org/events/special-event-disaster-and-climate-resilience-south-asia 

Please register at https://forms.hubilo.com/fourthsouthasiasdgforum   

 

DRAFT SESSION SCENARIO AND ANNOTATIONS 

 

Background 

 

The convergence of COVID-19 with natural hazards has created a hitherto unseen complex, compounding, and 

cascading risk landscape in South Asia. Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, South Asian countries are being hit by 

cyclones, floods, landslides, and locust infestations. These cascading and complex risks are expected to continue to 

occur at greater rates. The pandemic has highlighted the existing cracks the interdependent economic and social systems, 

and there is an increasing realization that disaster preparedness for any hazard, whether natural or biological is a multi-

sectoral and a multi-stakeholder issue. The capacity for managing disasters and public health emergencies to respond 

to these converging risks is key to recover from the COVID-19 and prepare better for the future crises.  

 

The intersection of COVID-19 and extreme climate events reminds us once again the shared vulnerabilities of 

South Asia and urgency of sub-regional actions to address the crisis. It’s in this context that, on 9 July 2020, the UN 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) convened a virtual High-Level Policy Dialogue - 

COVID-19 and South Asia: Socio-Economic Impacts, National Strategies and Subregional Cooperation for Building 

Back Better. The dialogue was attended by the UN USG and Executive Secretary of ESCAP as well as the Secretary 

Generals of SAARC, BIMSTEC and the key ministers of all South Asian countries.  One of the key recommendations 

from the dialogue is to scale up the regional cooperation in building back better through building subregional platforms 

in coordination with SAARC and BIMSTEC secretariats and other development partners.  

 

During the Sixth Session of ESCAP’s Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction in August 2019, member States 

established the Asia Pacific Disaster Resilience Network (APDRN) to address the shared vulnerabilities in multi-hazard 

risk hotspots including those in South Asia. The core of this network is the regional platform for multi-hazard early 

warning systems supported by the key partners in the region.  

 

In parallel, during the Third South Asia Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Forum’s session on climate and 

disaster resilience, held in Dhaka in December 2019, member Countries from South Asia requested ESCAP to facilitate 

the integration of climate and disaster risks into development planning processes. The specific recommendations include 

a twin track strategy to begin with (1) ESCAP joining the South Asia Hydromet Forum (SAHF)  and (2) linking the 

SAHF to the South Asia SDG forum.  

 

In specific context of the regional co-operation to address the cascading risks and to bring together multiple 

stakeholders under one discussion platform, ESCAP with partners has been engaging in a multi-part webinar series to 

discuss building resilience to cascading disasters in South Asia. The first expert webinar jointly with the National 

Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM), Ministry of Home/Government of India, held on July 22, 2020  focused on 

innovative solutions to manage cascading disasters. The second expert webinar jointly with NIDM, SAARC TB and 

https://www.unescap.org/events/special-event-disaster-and-climate-resilience-south-asia
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HIV/AIDS Centre (STAC) and BIMSTEC Centre for Weather and Climate Centre (BCWC) was held on August 26, 

2020 and discussed the key pathways to manage cascading risks and protect people.  

 

The key recommendations by disaster risk reduction and public health experts emerged from these webinars include:  

• Promoting disaster risk reduction measures viz., multi-hazard early warning systems and resilient 

infrastructure as a public good.  

• Using existing global frameworks that address the disaster-health/pandemic nexus along with investments in 

green recovery to build back better.  

• Using existing regional cooperation mechanisms to scale up the pathways of putting in place people’s health 

at the Centre of disaster resilience in South Asia. 

 

Objectives and content 

 

In the backdrop of the Fourth South Asia Forum on SDGs, this special dialogue on Disaster and Climate Resilience in 

South Asia aims to take forward these recommendations and discuss the optimal ways to implement these 

recommendations in an integrated and systemic manner.  

 

The event will have 2 parts.  

 

High-level Panel: This session will have ministers from South Asia will deliberate policy messages and outstanding 

issues on disaster and climate resilience.  

 

Experts Panel: The expert session with multi-sectoral experts will discuss the way forward, particularly through the 

linkages between the Climate service forums and the South Asia Forum on SDGs.  

 

Target audience 

 

The two sessions aim to engage ministers and technical experts responsible for disaster risk management, health, and 

planning to discuss how to take forward the recommendations from the prior webinars and the Fourth South Asia 

Forum on SDGs. 

 

Discussion points and guiding questions 

 

1. What are the opportunities and imperatives to overcome the challenges in implementing and systemic 

approach to disaster and public health risk management?  

 

2. What could be the strategies to capitalize on existing regional and sub-regional cooperation mechanisms 

including the South Asia Forum on SDGs to scale up multi-hazard and multi-sectoral preparedness systems 

for future cascading disasters?  
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Background documents 

 

1. Weaving a stronger fabric. Managing cascading risks for climate resiience in South Asia. Draft Summary for 

Policymakers. 
 

2. Scenario-based risk analytics for managing cascading disasters- A pathway to manage risks and protect 

people in South Asia 
 

3. Investing in innovative solutions to manage cascading disaster risks in South Asia: Key takeaways for 

stakeholders 
 

4. Pathways to manage cascading risks and protect people in South Asia: Key takeaways for stakeholders 
 

5. When crises converge: Responding to natural disasters in South Asia during Covid-19  
 

6. COVID-19 and South Asia: National Strategies and Subregional Cooperation for Accelerating Inclusive, 

Sustainable and Resilient Recovery  

 

  

https://www.unescap.org/resources/scenario-based-risk-analytics-managing-cascading-disasters
https://www.unescap.org/resources/scenario-based-risk-analytics-managing-cascading-disasters
https://www.unescap.org/resources/investing-innovative-solutions-manage-cascading-disaster-risks-south-asia-key-takeaways
https://www.unescap.org/resources/investing-innovative-solutions-manage-cascading-disaster-risks-south-asia-key-takeaways
https://www.unescap.org/resources/pathways-manage-cascading-risks-and-protect-people-south-asia-key-takeaways-stakeholders
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Policy%20brief_when%20crises%20converge_v1%20%284%29.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/resources/covid-19-and-south-asia-national-strategies-and-subregional-cooperation-accelerating
https://www.unescap.org/resources/covid-19-and-south-asia-national-strategies-and-subregional-cooperation-accelerating
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Programme 

15.00-15.45 (New Delhi), 16.30-17.15 (Bangkok) 

Welcome: Mr Nagesh Kumar, Director, South and South-West Asia Office, UNESCAP  

 

Part 1: High-level Panel 

 

Keynote Address: H.E. Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, United Nations Under Secretary-General and Executive 

Secretary of ESCAP 

Moderator: Mr. Nagesh Kumar, Director, South and South-West Asia Office, UNESCAP  

Panellists (5 minutes each) 

• H. E. Mr. Qasim Haidari, Deputy Minister of National Disaster Management and Humanitarian Affairs, 

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan  

• H.E Md. Enamur Rahman, State Minister for Disaster Management and Relief, Bangladesh 

• H. E. Mr Nityanand Rai, Minister of State for Home Affairs (Disaster Management), Government of India 

• H.E Ms. Khadeeja Naseem, Deputy Minister of Environment, Maldives 

• H.E. Mr. Malik Amin Aslam Khan, Adviser to the Prime Minister on Climate Change, Government of 

Pakistan  

 

Closing remarks by the moderator 

 

Part 2: Expert Panel 

15.45-16.30 (New Delhi), 17.15-18.00 (Bangkok)  

Moderator: Ms Tiziana Bonapace, Director, ICT and Disaster Risk Reduction Division, UNESCAP 

Panellists (5 minutes each) 

• Mr. Arjunapermal Subbiah, Director, Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early Warning System for Africa 

and Asia (RIMES) 

• Mr. Sangye Chewang, Director, Environment, Natural Disaster and Biotechnology Division, SAARC 

Secretariat Kathmandu 

• Ms. Letizia Rossano, Director, APDIM, UNESCAP 

• Mr Ashish Mitra, Officer-in-charge, BIMSTEC Centre on Weather and Climate (BCWC), and Head 

NCMRWF, MoES, Gol 

• Maj. Gen. Manoj Bindal, Executive Director, National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM), India 

• CSO representative (3 mins) 

Open Discussion (15 minutes) 

 

Wrap up: Ms. Tiziana Bonapace, Director, ICT and Disaster Risk Reduction Division, UNESCAP 
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DRAFT SCENARIO 

 

(15 mins) Preparation: 14:45- 14:55 (Delhi time); 16:15 – 16:25( Bangkok time) 

Final round of equipment tests, SSWA-SRO ESCAP  

 

(5 mins) Webinar opens:  14:55- 15:00 (Delhi time) 16:25 – 16:30 (Bangkok time) 

Webinar opens. All panelists are expected to mute their microphones. 

 

High-Level Panel   

Moderator: Mr. Nagesh Kumar, Director, South and South-West Asia Office, ESCAP 15.00-15.45 

(New Delhi), 16.30-17.15 (Bangkok) 

 
*In the event the moderator is disconnected, Ms. Tiziana Bonapace, Director, ICT and Disaster Risk Reduction Division, 

ESCAP will moderate 

15.00-15.03 

(New Delhi) 

16.30-16.33 

(Bangkok) 

 

[3 minutes] 

Welcome: Mr. Nagesh Kumar, Director, South and South-West Asia Office, 

ESCAP  

 

Mr. Nagesh Kumar delivers welcome remarks highlighting the relevant and key 

messages from the 4th South Asia SDG Forum and then introduces the moderator 

and keynote speaker for the High-level Panel.  

 

[Mr. Kumar]: I would now like to invite our keynote speaker High-Level Panel, 

H.E. Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, United Nations Under Secretary-General and 

Executive Secretary of ESCAP, to deliver her keynote address.  

 

15.03-15.10 

(New Delhi) 

16.33-16.40 

(Bangkok) 

 

[7 Minutes] 

 

Keynote address and panel opening by H.E. Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, 

United Nations Under Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of ESCAP 

 

 

H.E. Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana delivers keynote speech  

15.10-15.15 

(New Delhi) 

16.40-16.45 

(Bangkok) 

 

[5 Minutes] 

Moderator Mr. Nagesh Kumar, begins moderation of the panel. 

 

[Moderator]: Thanks you your excellency. I would now like to invite H. E. Mr. 

Qasim Haidari, Deputy Minister of National Disaster Management and 

Humanitarian Affairs, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to deliver his remarks. Your 

Excellency, Afghanstan has been confronting the disaster-conflict and humanitarian 

nexus for some time. The COVID-19 pandemic  has added another layer. How does 

Afghanistan plan to implement a systemic approach for disaster and public health 

management. What are the key areas of  regional co-operation that you would like 

suggest? 

 

H. E. Mr. Qasim Haidari delivers his remarks.  

 

15.15-15.20 

(New Delhi) 

[Moderator]: Thank you Excellency. I would now like to invite H.E Md. Enamur 

Rahman, State Minister for Disaster Management and Relief, Bangladesh to deliver 

his remarks. Your Excellency, Bangladesh has been a success story in building 
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16.45-16.50 

(Bangkok) 

 

[5 Minutes] 

disaster and climate resilience. Amidst the pandemic what are the key opportunities 

and challenges in Bangladesh to implement a systemic approach for disaster and 

public health management? What are the prospects of  regional co-operation that you 

would like suggest? 

 

H.E Md. Enamur Rahman delivers his remarks.  

 

15.20-15.25 

(New Delhi) 

16.50-16.55 

(Bangkok) 

 

[5 Minutes] 

[Moderator]: Thank you Excellency. I would now like to invite H. E. Mr. Nityanand 

Rai, Minister of State for Home Affairs (Disaster Management), Government of 

India to deliver his remarks. Your Excellency, India has taken several initiatives to 

strengthen international and regional co-operation in disaster and climate resilience 

such as the The Coalition of Disaster Resilient Infrastructure. What is India’s 

perspective to implement a systemic approach for disaster and public health 

management in the country as well as to strengthen regional co-operation in South 

and South West Asia?  

 

H.E Mr. Nityanand Rai delivers his remarks.  

 

15.25-15.30 

(New Delhi) 

16.55-17.00 

(Bangkok) 

 

[5 Minutes] 

[Moderator]: Thank you Excellency. I would now like to invite H. E.  Ms. Khadeeja 

Naseem, Deputy Minister of Environment, Maldives to deliver her remarks. Your 

Excellency, what are the key opportunities and challenges in Maldives to implement 

a systemic approach for disaster and public health management to build back better? 

Could you suggest some key issues for  regional co-operation for addressing specific 

vulnerabilities of Small Islands Developmening States (SIDS) to take forward? 

 

H. E.  Ms. Khadeeja Naseem delivers her remarks.  

 

15.30-15.35 

(New Delhi) 

17.00-17.05 

(Bangkok) 

 

[5 Minutes] 

[Moderator]: Thank you Excellency. I would now like to invite H.E. Mr. Malik 

Amin Aslam Khan, Adviser to the Prime Minister on Climate Change, Government 

of Pakistan to deliver his remarks. Your Excellency, Pakistan has been at the fore 

front of taking up several new initiatives on adaptation and resilience to climate 

change. The challenge now lies in addressing disaster-health and climate change 

nexus.  How is Pakistan responding to the threat of cascading disaster? How would 

you like to see regional cooperation in this area move forward? 

 

H.E. Mr. Malik Amin Aslam Khan delivers his remarks.  

 

15.35-15.40 

(New Delhi) 

17.05-17.10 

(Bangkok) 

 

[5 Minutes] 

Moderator provides closing remarks recapping main points of the session. 

 

[Moderator]: I will now ask Ms. Tiziana Bonapace, Director, ICT and Disaster Risk 

Reduction Division, ESCAP to begin moderation of the expert panel. 

 

 

  



 

Page 7 of 9 
 

 

   

 

 

Expert Panel Moderated by Ms. Tiziana Bonapace, Director, ICT and Disaster Risk Reduction 

Division, ESCAP 

15.45-16.30 (New Delhi), 17.15-18.00 (Bangkok) 

 
*In the event the moderator is disconnected, Mr. Sanjay Srivastava, Chief, Disaster Risk Reduction Section, ICT and Disaster 

Risk Reduction Division will moderate.  

15.40-15.42 

(New Delhi) 

17.10-17.12 

(Bangkok) 

 

[2 Minutes] 

 

[Moderator]: Thank you Excellencies for the enriching discussion. Our expert panel 

will deliberate now on how to operationalize and take forward the key issues and 

recommendations that the High-Level panel has set forth.  

 

15.42-15.47 

(New Delhi) 

17.12-17.17 

(Bangkok) 

 

[5 Minutes] 

[Moderator]: I would now like to invite Maj. Gen. Manoj Bindal, Executive 

Director, National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM), India to deliver his 

remarks. Major General Bindal, NIDM is a centre of excellence in research and 

capacity development training in disaster and climate resilience. What is the role that 

NIDM can play to strengthen regional cooperation mechanisms to address systemic 

and cascading risks?  

 

Maj. Gen. Manoj Bindal delivers his remarks.  

 

15.47-15.52 

(New Delhi) 

17.17-17.22 

(Bangkok) 

 

[5 Minutes] 

[Moderator]: Thank you Major General Bindal. I would now like to invite Mr Sangye 

Chewang, Director, Envoronment, Natural Disaster and Biotechnolgy Division, 

SAARC Secretriat,  to deliver his remarks. Mr. Chewang, the Eighteenth SAARC 

Summit in Kathmandu in 2014 directed effective implementation of SAARC 

Convention on Cooperation on Environment and Thimphu Statement on Climate 

Change. It welcomed the decision to establish the SAARC Environment and Disaster 

Management Centre. How do you see the cooperation mechanisms including the 

South Asia Forum on SDGs to support the SAARC mechanism of regional co-

operation?  

 

 

Mr Sangye Chewang delivers his remarks.  

 

15.52-15.57 

(New Delhi) 

17.22-17.27 

(Bangkok) 

 

[5 Minutes] 

[Moderator]: Thank you Mr. Chewang. I would now like to invite Mr Ashish Mitra, 

Officer-in-charge, BIMSTEC Centre on Weather and Climate (BCWC), and Head 

NCMRWF, MoES, Gol to deliver his remarks. Mr. Mitra, what are the key strategies 

to capitalize on existing regional and sub-regional cooperation mechanisms including 

the South Asia Forum on SDGs to scale up multi-hazard and multi-sectoral 

preparedness systems for future cascading disasters?  

 

Mr Ashish Mitra delivers his remarks.  

 

15.57-16.02 

(New Delhi) 

[Moderator]: Thank you Mr. Mitra. I would now like to invite Dr. Arjunapermal 

Subbiah, Director, Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early Warning System for 

Africa and Asia (RIMES) to deliver his remarks. Dr. Subbiah, what are the key 
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17.27-17.32 

(Bangkok) 

 

[5 Minutes] 

strategies to capitalize on existing regional and sub-regional cooperation mechanisms 

including the South Asia Forum on SDGs to scale up multi-hazard and multi-sectoral 

preparedness systems for future cascading disasters?  

 

Dr. Arjunapermal Subbiah delivers his remarks. 

 

16.02-16.07 

(New Delhi) 

17.32-17.37 

(Bangkok) 

 

[5 Minutes] 

[Moderator]: Thank you Dr. Subbiah. I would now like to invite Ms. Letizia 

Rossano, Director, APDIM, ESCAP to deliver her remarks. Ms. Rossano, APDIM 

as ESCAP’s regional institute is mandated to deliver information management serices 

for DRR and resilience. What role can APDIM play in addressing systemic and 

cascading risks?  What could be the key strategies to capitalize on existing regional 

cooperation mechanisms including the South Asia Forum on SDGs?  

 

Ms. Letizia Rossano delivers her remarks.  

 

16.07-16.10 

(New Delhi) 

17.37-17.40 

(Bangkok) 

 
[3 Minutes] 

 

[Moderator]: Thank you Ms. Rossano. I would now like to invite the CSO 

Representative to deliver their remarks.  

 

CSO Representative delivers remarks.  

 

16.10-16.28 

(New Delhi) 

17.40-17.58 

(Bangkok) 

 

[15+ Minutes] 

 

Open Discussion 

16.28-16.30 

(New Delhi) 

17.58-18.00 

(Bangkok) 

 

[2 Minutes] 

Wrap up by Moderator 
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Instructions for the Panellists 

 

1) General instructions: 

• Please try to join the actual webinar 20 minutes early to ensure you are able to connect.  

• You will maintain control of your microphone during the webinar, therefore please keep it muted.  

• You will also maintain control of your power point presentations and will be able to share your screen. 

• The moderator will address you when it is your time to speak according to the agenda or if, during the Q&A 

portion, a question is directed to you. 

• If you wish, you may look through the chat preview the types of questions being asked during the webinar.  

• If you run into any problems before or during the webinar, please email Ms. Uma Rao at raou@un.org.  

 

2) Audio-Visual tips: 

•  Close all other programs on your computer to prevent it from slowing down. 

• Avoid locations with low light or too much backlighting (windows in the background are often a challenge 

for webcams).  Ideally, you want to light yourself from the front with soft, indirect light. 

• Raise your camera up to a level where you’re looking straight at it, not down at it. This will help to give 

you a more natural look. You might need to put books under your laptop to lift it. 

• If possible, look into your video camera, not the screen. 

• The laptop’s camera should be arm’s length away.   

• Once set up, avoid moving the camera during the webinar.  

• You are required to use a USB microphone for better sound quality.  

• Your choice of background is also important. If possible, avoid clutter or movement in the background.  

• This video has good additional tips: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQwanxQmFnc 

    

mailto:raou@un.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQwanxQmFnc

