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Framing the Issues

• Internet penetration is lagging/adoption rates are slowing in Asia
• Gender digital divide is particularly acute in South Asia

• Women are 28% less likely than men to own a mobile device
• Women are 58% less likely to use the mobile Internet 

• Many innovative efforts are underway, but data about these 
projects are scant, ad hoc, and focus on success stories

• Focus has been on national level statistics, but problems and 
interventions are often local

• We need systematic data at the community level of scalable, 
sustainable ways to connect the unconnected



What: Global research project to study grassroots 
projects that connect the unconnected
Started: 2016
Database: 1,085 projects | 151 countries
Interviewed: 125 case studies | 52 countries
Data at: 1worldconnected.org



Asia in the 1WC database: 254 initiatives in 40 countries



Asian case studies: 29 projects in 11 countries







Synthesizing the Data

• Goal: data-driven analysis of what actually works

• Comparative analysis of cost effectiveness by technology
• Cross-project comparison of mHealth case studies
• Planned future studies on gender, digital literacy, community 

networks, eGovernment, agriculture, fixed wireless, and challenges
• Possible studies on mobile money, public-private partnerships, 

wholesale models, access to electricity, seniors, youth, and disability
• Regional overviews of Asia, Africa, Latin America, & North America



Field Work/Controlled Trials

• The next step: measuring connectivity’s impact on sustainable 
development goals

• Focus: economic development, education, health
• Last year: baseline assessment of 30 sites in Rwanda for controlled 

trial on socio-economic development and education
• This year: post-treatment assessment in Rwanda and baseline 

assessment in Nepal and Vanuatu for controlled trials in health
• Future: post-treatment assessments in Nepal and Vanuatu, 

controlled trial in Vanuatu on education, future collaborations
• Key: access to government data aggregated at the community level



What Comes Next?

• Recognize that mobilizing governments requires moving past 
connectivity for its own sake and showing benefits for SDGs

• Continue drafting reports synthesizing learnings from the data
• Look for venues where we can share our findings with governments 

and the international finance community
• Look for government/network partners for future controlled trials


