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I. Introduction 
 
1. The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), in 

collaboration with the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), 

organized a regional conference titled “Asia-Pacific Conference: Taking Collective Action to 

Accelerate Transformation of Official Statistics,” on 27-28 March 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand. 

The Conference brought together representatives from 28 national institutions of 21 countries, 

augmented by the presence of 11 key regional and global institutions, to reflect and bring 

forward recommendations on how collective efforts to enhance data and statistics can best 

support national SDG implementation in Asia-Pacific member States. The concept note, 

Conference programme and participant list are contained in the annexes.  

 

2. The Conference concluded with recommendations that mapped out concrete steps for 
implementing a framework of action so that “…by 2030, national statistical systems are 

enabled and empowered to lead development of and to deliver innovative, trusted and timely 

products and services for urgently needed and evolving statistical requirements of Agenda 

2030.”  This shared vision and the supporting collective actions, endorsed by the 5th session of 

the ESCAP Committee on Statistics in December 2016, served as a guide at the conference for 

the Asia-Pacific statistical community in identifying priorities for statistical capacity 

enhancement in the region and aids the process of identifying regional resources and 

mechanisms for undertaking capacity building collectively, at the national level.  

 

3. The outcomes of the Conference directly fed into deliberations involving governments, civil 
society, the private sector and other stakeholders on strengthening the means of implementation 

of the 2030 Agenda at the fourth session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 

Development on 29-31 March 2017.  Accelerating the transformation of official statistics to 

advance implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals requires complementary, 

collaborative and cooperative partnership initiatives, based on a common understanding of 

needs of countries.  The conference integrated this strategy into the Asia-Pacific Roadmap for 

SDG Implementation, discussing the use of indicator frameworks in national monitoring, 

strategies to produce the data required, the types of partnerships needed, as well as areas of 

immediate country actions that require support from partners. Important to all of these 

questions was careful consideration of the roles, responsibilities and participation of the 

partners involved, extending from the national institutions that drive demand for better 

evidence to the regional and global partners that stand ready to provide assistance to these 

institutions as they identify and close key capacity gaps. 

 

II. Outcomes  
 

4. A key meeting outcome was two key recommendations to the fourth session of the Asia-
Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development, (1) on the importance of integrating statistical 

planning into national development planning, and (2) urging governments to honor that 

commitment by making statistics development a national development target with the highest 

importance and adequate budgetary considerations.  

 

5. These outcomes were achieved through deliberations over the two-day meeting which focused 
on three areas of national strategic actions: (1) developing national comprehensive indicators; 

(2) compiling and using indicators for progress assessment; (3) and strengthening data and 

statistics, elaborated below. The meeting provided concrete recommendations on areas where 

regional support could play a key role. 
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A. National actions 

 

Developing national comprehensive indicators 

 

6. The Conference recognized that national comprehensive monitoring and indicator frameworks 
reflect the demand for statistical information. Therefore they are a key driver for the work 

programmes of the national statistical systems. The development and use of national indicator 

frameworks, stemming from the need for adequate monitoring data for policy assessments and 

evidence-based decision-making, must be initiated and led by the relevant national policy 

organization or the SDG coordination body (hereafter “NPO”) as owner of the demand for 

data and policy-relevant evidence. This is essential to ensuring the political, institutional and 

financial support for national statistical systems. The national statistical offices (hereafter 

“NSO”), through collaborative arrangements with the NPO and other relevant line ministries, 

are to provide technical advice in the proper formulation of the indicators, measurement 

frameworks and coordination across various data users and producers. The NSO should work 

closely with the NPO and other sectoral ministries to ensure that the national policy targets are 

specific, measurable, attainable, relevant, and time-bound (SMART), which would in turn 

serve as the basis for national statistical systems to produce and disseminate data for compiling 

comprehensive, relevant, and objective indicators. A critical component of developing 

comprehensive indicators is the systematic identification of relevant population groups in 

policy priorities and targets, in consultation with key civil society groups, to ensure that no one 

is left behind.  

 

Compiling and using indicators for progress assessment 

 

7. The Conference underscored that the NSO should lead the development and maintenance of a 
national SDG data hub, incorporating sources relevant to national SDG and other development 

indicators, which would include custodians of administrative data. The NSO is also to lead the 

establishment of a national, integrated statistical reporting platform, incorporating national 

SDG and other development indicators, with open access to the public. The national indicator 

frameworks developed collaboratively between the NSO and the NPO should be used as the 

basis for statistical data collection and production, and inform the investment requirements and 

establishment of the appropriate legal setting that allows data producers to collect data from a 

wide range of sources, compile and process them in accordance with statistical principles.  

 

8. The Conference noted that administrative data have been proven to be an important and cost-
effective source of development data for statistical and monitoring purposes, and that building 

capacity around making better use of this data source is an important step towards addressing 

the leave no-one behind focus of the 2030 agenda. 

 

Strengthening data and statistics 

 

9. The Conference emphasized the need for national planning organizations to include statistical 
planning and development processes such as a National Strategy for the Development of 

Statistics (NSDS), as a component of national development plans, pointing out that investing 

in better data and statistics is more cost effective than ill-informed policies. The national 

indicator framework should be used by the NSO engaging the line ministries to identify the 

data and statistics requirements for monitoring the policies and gaps in availability and quality 

of data, and ensure that these needs are adequately integrated in developing and updating the 

NSDS.  NPOs need to ensure that budget plans to support the implementation of the NSDS are 

consulted and agreed upon and provided by relevant ministries. 
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B. Regional support 

 

10. The Conference highlighted the importance of regional support to country strategic  actions on 
a range of topics. Regional and global partners should play a role in advocating for greater 

NSO involvement in the development of goals, targets, and indicators, and strengthening the 

coordinating role of the NSO among high political leaders, including by promoting the 

enactment of statistical laws. This is necessary as NSOs typically do not have adequate 

political leverage in the national government structure nor technical capabilities to do so. In 

particular, the Conference recommended that there should be a regional platform to bring 

together stakeholders regularly for raising awareness of key issues about SDG monitoring and 

statistics development, including with support from the United Nations Country Team, and to 

call on governments to make statistical development part of national development priorities.  

11. The Conference called on regional and global partners engaged in development policy analysis 
and advocacy to seek out opportunities to support national implementing agencies, especially 

NPOs and line ministries, through training and technical advisory services, on the formulation 

of SMART targets, policy linkages, and the role of statistics in monitoring, as a means of 

strengthening demand for evidence and data. Such support is critical for NSOs to take a more 

active role in providing data support in a modernized way, including tthe improvement of 

complex systems for integrating administrative and other data sources.  

 

III. Summary of proceedings 
 

12. In addition to the welcoming and concluding sessions, the Conference focused on three 
substantive areas: review of national progress in implementing concrete SDG strategies, the 

development and use of national indicator frameworks, and a session proposing specific 

regional resources and mechanisms to be developed to support the use of national indicators 

and close statistical capacity gaps.  

 

13. The first session, focusing on SDG implementation strategies, began with an overview of 
national SDG implementation, pointing out that most countries in the region have national 

coordination mechanisms (some with thematic or sectoral working groups), that were 

responsible for adopting the SDGs into national development plans, often with indicators 

specified.  The meeting was informed that some countries had begun producing relevant SDG 

implementation documents, which have been uploaded to the ESCAP conference website.   

The session continued with a panel discussion with reflections on experiences from 

Azerbaijan, Malaysia, the Philippines, Samoa, and Sri Lanka.  The focus of the panel was to 

delve further in to some of the more interesting SDG implementation activities being 

undertaken by these member States.  

 

14. The second session focused on the need for national indicator frameworks, aiming to build 
consensus around their key requirements within the context of SDG implementation, and the 

potential challenges and opportunities for strengthening the national processes and 

mechanisms. The session began with a trigger presentation which described the importance of 

mainstreaming and localizing SDGs into national development plans, so that indicator 

frameworks are relevant to national policy priorities, link objectively to the appropriate policy 

targets, and are comprehensive of the policies and relevant population groups. The group 

discussion that ensued focused on three sets of questions: How can we ensure that indicators 

reflect national priorities? How can we ensure that indicators are driven by smart targets? And 

how can we ensure that indicators address sub-population identification requirements to leave 

no one behind?   

 

15. The third session focused on the role of partnerships and regional support in developing and 
implementing national indicator frameworks. The session envisioned the clear identification of 
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regional resources to be developed to aid in implementing indicator frameworks and closing 

data gaps, as well as agreeing on priority action areas of immediate country needs. The session 

began with a trigger presentation which highlighted ESCAP’s collective vision and framework 

for action. The session then moved to a group discussion focusing on three areas for regional 

support, including support in developing a comprehensive indicator set, including data 

disaggregation requirements; compiling and using a national indicator set; and using the 

national indicator set as the basis for investing in statistics and pursuing strategies to grow 

national statistical capacity. 

 

 

------------------------------------------------- 
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Annex I 
 
        

Asia-Pacific Conference: 

Taking Collective Action to Accelerate Transformation of Official Statistics for 

Agenda 2030 

 
27-28 March 2017 

 

United Nations Conference Centre, Bangkok, Thailand 

 

Concept Note 

 

I. Introduction 

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), in 

collaboration with the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), is 

organizing the above-mentioned regional conference. The Conference will bring together a broad 

range of national, regional and global stakeholder institutions to engender reflections and bring 

forward recommendations on how collective efforts to enhance data and statistics can best support 

national SDG implementation in Asia-Pacific member States.   

 

The recommendations will map out concrete steps for implementing a framework of action so that 

“…by 2030, national statistical systems are enabled and empowered to lead development of and to 

deliver innovative, trusted and timely products and services for urgently needed and evolving 

statistical requirements of Agenda 2030.”   This shared vision and the supporting collective actions, 

endorsed by the 5
th
 session of the ESCAP Committee on Statistics in December 2016

1
, serves as a 

guide for the Asia-Pacific statistical community in identifying priorities for statistical capacity 

enhancement in the region and aids the process of identifying regional resources and mechanisms 

for undertaking capacity building collectively, at the national level.  

 

The outcomes of the conference will directly feed into deliberations involving governments, civil 

society, the private sector and other stakeholders on strengthening the means of implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda at the fourth session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development on 

29-31 March 2017.  Accelerating the transformation of official statistics to advance implementation 

of the Sustainable Development Goals requires complementary, collaborative and cooperative 

partnership initiatives, based on a common understanding of needs of countries.  The conference 

seeks to integrate this strategy into the Asia-Pacific Roadmap for SDG Implementation.   

 

II. Objectives and outcomes 

 

The conference design will facilitate discussions that focus on national practices, challenges, and 

strategies to develop and implement comprehensive monitoring frameworks and indicators attuned 

to the national context and the requirements of national statistical systems to support the 

implementation of global SDG indicators.  

 

More specifically, the conference is expected to deliver the following outcomes:  

 

                                                 
1
 E/ESCAP/CST(5)/1.  http://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/pre-

ods/E.ESCAP_.CST(5).1.Collective_Vision.English.pdf 



 

 7 

A. Recommendations of key elements of a national strategy to: 1) develop and implement 

comprehensive national monitoring and indicator frameworks to support SDG follow-up 

and review at national and subnational levels and 2) enhance national statistical production 

and dissemination to support the compilation of national development indicators, including 

where relevant, the global SDG indicators; 

B. Recommendations of effective partnerships at regional and sub-regional levels to support 

national efforts in the above two areas that would feed into the implementation of the 

statistics pillar of the Asia-Pacific Regional Roadmap for Sustainable Development; 

C. Areas of immediate country actions that require support from statistics development 

partners.  

III. Conference design 

 

To generate the recommendations and highlight immediate support needed, the conference will 

cover the following topics organized around suitably designed sessions: 

 

• Key considerations for developing an effective comprehensive national monitoring and 

indicator framework to support SDG follow-up and review, including SDGs in national 

development plans and strategies, addressing leave-no-one behind focus, multi-stakeholder 

engagement, etc.   

• Key considerations for implementing a comprehensive national monitoring and indicator 

framework, including but not limited to: 

o Use of the framework and indicators for national follow-up and review of SDG 

implementation 

o Arrangements for preparation and dissemination of national monitoring and progress 

reports  

o Arrangements of data procurement 

o Sustained statistical production and dissemination underpinning monitoring and 

indicator frameworks at all levels 

• Immediate and long-term actions at national, subregional and regional levels to achieve the 

above two 

These topics will be addressed through a series of sessions with combination of plenary and small 

group presentations and discussions: 

 

1. Plenary: Country practices in developing and implementing comprehensive monitoring and 

indicator frameworks for SDG follow-up and review: Issues and challenges 

2. Plenary: Regional and subregional support to national efforts in data mapping, indicator 

development and integrating SDGs in national development plans and strategies 

3. Parallel group discussions: Issues and opportunities for strengthening national efforts 

a. Developing comprehensive national monitoring framework and indicators 

b. Implementing comprehensive national monitoring framework and indicators 

c. Sustained statistical production and dissemination underpinning the monitoring and 

indicator frameworks at all levels 

4. Plenary: Pulling all together, next steps to strengthen partnership support to country efforts,  
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IV. Participation 

 

The conference targets participation of a judicious mix of senior officials and experts in developing 

and implementing national monitoring frameworks and indicators for SDG implementation. This 

would include senior representatives and experts from:  

 

• National SDG coordination entities 

Perspectives on the use of evidence and statistical information to support national SDG 

follow-up and review; opportunities for legal, institutional and budgetary support for 

sustained statistical production and dissemination 

 

• National statistical offices and other institutions of national statistical systems 

Perspectives on roles and responsibilities of national statistical systems in developing and 

implementing a monitoring and indicator framework; requirements for legal, institutional 

and budgetary support for sustained statistical production and dissemination 

 

• Civil society organizations, business sector and academia 

Perspectives on the roles and responsibilities of the respective sectors in the development 

and implementation of comprehensive national monitoring and indicator frameworks  

 

• Global, regional and sub-regional organisations 

Perspectives on opportunities for coordinated support to national efforts in developing and 

implementing national monitoring and indicator frameworks 

Limited funding is available to support participation by officials and experts from developing 

countries.  

 

V. Dates and venue 

 

The workshop is to take place on 27-28 March 2017 at the United Nations Conference Centre in 

Bangkok, Thailand.  

 

VI. Working language 

 

English will be the working language.  
 

------------------------------------------------- 
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Annex II 

 
 

Asia-Pacific Conference:  

Taking Collective Action to Accelerate Transformation of Official Statistics  

for Agenda 2030 

 

United Nations Conference Centre, Conference Room IV 

 

27–28 March 2017 , Bangkok 

 

DAY 1, 27 March 2017 

08:30 – 09:00 Registration 

Welcome and setting the scene  

09:00 – 09:40 

• Welcome and opening: Executive Secretary, ESCAP  

• Regional SDG Roadmap and Collective Vision: Ms Margarita Guerrero, Director, 

Statistics Division, ESCAP 

• Global  initiatives in support of measurement of SDGs: Mr Raj Mitra, Inter-Regional 

Advisor on Statistical Capacity Building, United Nations Statistics Division 

09:40 – 10:15 
• Orientation: Conference structure and expected results (ESCAP) 

• Introductions  (ESCAP) 

10:15 – 10:30 Group photo & coffee Break 

 

Session 1: SDG implementation strategies in Asia and the Pacific: Progress review 

 

Expected outcome: Participants have a shared understanding of SDG implementation at the country level, 

including establishing of national SDG coordination mechanisms, roles of respective government agencies in 

particular national statistical offices, and mainstreaming the goals and targets of 2030 Agenda in national 

development plans. 

 

10:30 – 10:55 

Presentation (10 min): Overview of national activities related to SDG implementation across 

the Asia-Pacific region 

Mr Christopher Ryan, Regional Advisor for Statistics, ESCAP 

Moderator: Mr Simil Johnson, Government Statistician, Vanuatu National Statistics Office  
 

Q&A (15 min) 

10:55 – 12:10 

Panel discussion I (60 mins): Learning from country experiences in mainstreaming SDGs, 

developing indicators, mapping data availability and developing action plans to strengthen 

statistics 

Moderator: Ms Rikke Munk Hansen, Chief, Economic and Environmental Statistics 

Section,, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

Panellists: 

• Mr Rasim Safarov, Head, Department of Sustainable Development Statistics, 

State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan (TBC) 

• Mr Mohd Uzir Mahidin, Chief Statistician, Department of Statistics, Malaysia 

• Ms Bernadette Balamban, Chief Statistical Specialist, Philippine Statistics 

Authority 

• Mr. Sefuiva Reupena Muagututia, Government Statistician, Samoa 

• Dr Amarajeewa Satharasinghe, Director General, Department of Census and 

Statistics, Sri Lanka  
 

Q&A (15 min) 

12:10 – 13:15 Lunch Break 
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Session  2: Developing and implementing national indicator frameworks to drive national SDG 

implementation: Further reflections 

 

Expected outcome: Participants agree on:  a) key requirements of a national indicator framework to support 

SDG implementation that is relevant, objective and comprehensive (R.O.C.); and b) potential challenges and 

opportunities for strengthening national processes and mechanisms of developing, compiling and using such an 

indicator framework, as well as enhancing data and statistics.  

 

13:15 – 13:45 

Trigger presentation (20min): Key elements of an effective national indicator framework to 

drive national SDG implementation 

 

Mr Arman Bidarbakht Nia, Statistician, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

 

Moderator: Mr Samaychanh Boupha, Head and Vice Minister, Ministry of Planning and 

Investment, Lao Statistics Bureau  

 

Q&A (10 min) 

13:45 – 15:15 

All participants to be divided into three sub-groups 

 

Parallel group discussions I (1hour and 30 mins): Further discussions on country actions in 

the following areas, including those that are coming up immediately (six months to one 

year):  

 

Group 1: Developing a comprehensive indicator set, including data disaggregation 

requirements 

 

Lead discussants:  

o Ms Saadh Aishath, Deputy Director General, Ministry of Environment and 

Energy, Maldives 

 

Group 2: Compiling and using the comprehensive indicator set for progress assessment 

and reporting  

Lead discussants:  

o Mr Kairat Orunkhanov, Vice Chairman, Committee on Statistics, Ministry 

of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan (TBC) 

o Mr Lal Shanker Ghimire, Joint Secretary, National Planning Commission, 

Nepal  

 

Group 3: Using the comprehensive indicator set to strengthen data and statistics  

 

Lead discussants:  

o Ms Liuksina Tekeeva, Deputy Chairman, National Statistical Committee of the 

Kyrgyz Republic (TBC) 

o Ms Sonam Chokey, Planning officer, Gross National Happiness Commission, 

Bhutan 

15:15 – 15:30 Coffee Break 

15:30 – 16:30 

• Reporting back to the plenary and identifying common country actions in the three 

areas, in particular actions to be taken over the next six months to one year 

o Rapporteurs of three sub-groups 

 

• Plenary discussions on challenges and opportunities to implement such actions 

 

Moderator: Mr Arman Bidarbakht Nia, Statistician, Statistics Division, ESCAP  

 

16:30 – 17:00 Wrap-up of day one  
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DAY 2, 28 March 2017 

Special issues session: SDGs for cities 

09:00 – 9:30 

Presentation: Monitoring and indicators to support SDG implementation at the municipal 

level: Perspectives from a mayor  

 

Ms Stephany Tan, City Mayor, City Government of Catbalogan, Samar, Philippines 

 

Moderator: Ms Mariko Sato, Chief, UN-Habitat Bangkok Office 

 

Q&A 

 

Session 3: Effective partnerships to support national efforts in developing and implementing national 

indicator frameworks 

 

Expected outcome: Participants will have identified:  a)  a set of regional resources to be developed and 

mechanisms for delivering such resources to support country efforts of developing and implementing national 

indicator frameworks as well as strengthening national statistical capacity: b) a set of priority actions of 

regional collaboration in view of immediate country needs  

 

09:30 – 10:00 

Trigger presentation (20 min): Regional/subregional resources and mechanisms to support 

national actions: Framework for Action by the Asia-Pacific statistical community 

 

Ms Sharita Serrao, Statistician, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

 

Moderator: Ms Phyllida Travis, Director, Department of Health System Development WHO 

New Dehli (TBC) 

 

Q&A (10 min) 

10:00 – 10:15 Coffee Break 

10:15 – 12:00 

All participants to be divided into three sub-groups  

 

Parallel group discussions (1 hour and 45 min): Recommendations on priorities of regional 

collaboration to support country actions  in:  

 

Group 1: Developing a comprehensive indicator set, including data disaggregation 

requirements  

 

Group 2: Compiling and using the comprehensive indicator set for progress 

assessment and reporting 

 

Group 3: Using the comprehensive indicator set to strengthen data and statistics 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch Break 

13:00 – 14:00 

Reporting back on the recommendations from the three sub-groups(30 min), Rapporteurs of 

three groups 

 

Responses to recommendations: 

• Mr Enrico Bisogno, Chief, Data Development and Dissemination Unit, UNODC 

(TBC) 

• Mr Ananda Dias, Regional Coordinator, Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, 

UNEP 

 

Moderator: Mr. Yanhong Zhang, Chief, Population and Social Statistics Section, Statistics 

Division, ESCAP 
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14:00 – 15:00 

Panel discussion II (45 min): Prioritizing and planning the implementation of 

recommendations to support country actions (reference to the Framework for Action, in 

particular Action Areas A and B)  

 

Moderator: Mr Hongjoo Hahm, Deputy Executive Secretary, ESCAP  

 

Panellists:  

• Mr. Yanhong Zhang, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

• Ms Linda Hooper, Statistician, UNSD 

• Ms Karen Carter, Secretariat of the Pacific Community  

• UNDP Asia Pacific 

• Ms Maria Melinda (Malyn) Ando, Asian-Pacific Resource and Research Centre 

for Women  

• Ms Wah Wah Maung, Director General, Central Statistical Organization, 

Myanmar  

• Mr Pham Quang Vinh, Deputy Director General, General Statistics Office of 

Viet Nam (TBC) 

 

Q&A and plenary discussion (15 min) 

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee Break 

 

Session 4: Summary and conclusions 

 

Expected outcome: Participants will have reviewed and agreed on a set of recommendations at country and 

regional levels, including messages to be brought to the fourth session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on 

Sustainable Development  

 

15:30 – 16:30 

• Summary of recommendations: 

o Country actions to strengthen and accelerate development and 

implementation of national indicator frameworks, including actions to be 

taken over the next six months to one year 

o Enhancing partnership support to country actions, prioritized to support 

immediate country actions 

• Key messages to be brought to the fourth session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on 

Sustainable Development (29-31 March 2017), in particular actions to be taken by 

government political and policy decision-makers to strengthen and accelerate 

development and implementation of national indicator frameworks 

 

Moderator: Ms Margarita Guerrero, Director, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

16:30 – 17:00 Closing of the conference (ESCAP) 
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Annex III 
 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

MEMBERS 
 

AZERBAIJAN 
 

Mr Rasim Safarov, Head, Department of Sustainable Development Statistics, State Statistical 

Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Baku 
 

BANGLADESH 
 

Ms Rokeya Khaton, Deputy Secretary, Economic Relations Division, Ministry of Finance, Dhaka 
 

BHUTAN 
 

Ms Sonam Chokey, Planning Officer; Plan, Montioring and Coordination Division (PMCD), Gross 

National Happiness Commission, Thimphu 

 
Mr Phub Sangay, Chief Statistical Officer, National Statistics Bureau, Thimphu 
 

CAMBODIA 
 

Mr Heang Kanol, Deputy Director General, National Institute of Statistics, Ministry of Planning, 

Phnom Penh 
 

CHINA 
 

Ms Wang Ping, Division of Statistical Methodology, Department of Statistical Design and 

Management, National Bureau Statistics of China, Beijing 
 

INDONESIA 
 

Mr Sentot Bangun Widoyono, Director, Statistical Analysis and Development, BPS-Statistics  
Indonesia, Jakarta 
 

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) 
 

Mr Seyedmahdi Hosseininejad, Expert on Productivity Indices and Consumption Pattern,  
Statistical Centre of Iran, Tehran 

KAZAKHSTAN 
 

Ms Saltanat Sabitova, Attache, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, Astana 
 

Mr Kairat Orunkhanov, Vice Chairman, Committee on Statistics, Ministry of National Economy of 

the Republic of Kazakhstan, Astana 

 
Mr Gani Agadilov, Expert, Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Astana 
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KYRGYZSTAN 
 

Ms Liuksina Tekeeva, Deputy Chairman, National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic,  
Bishkek 
 

LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
 

Mr Samaychanh Boupha, Head and Vice Minister, Ministry of Planning and Investment, Lao 

Statistics Bureau, Vientiane 
 

MALAYSIA 
 

Mr Mohd Uzir Mahidin, Chief Statistician, Department of Statistics Malaysia, Putrajaya 
 

MALDIVES 
 

Ms Saadh Aishath, Deputy Director General, Sustainable Development Goals Division, Ministry of 

Environment and Energy, Male 

 
Ms Ashiyath Shazna, Statistician, National Bureau of Statistics, Male 
 

MONGOLIA 
 

Ms Oyunjargal Mangalsuren, Senior Statistician, National Statistical Office, Ulaanbaatar 
 

MYANMAR 
 

Ms Wah Wah Maung, Director General, Central Statistical Organization, Nay Pyi Taw 
 

Ms Nyo Nyo San, Assistant Director, Central Statistical Organization, Nay Pyi Taw 
 

NEPAL 
 

Mr Lal Shanker Ghimire, Joint Secretary, National Planning Commission, Nepal, Kathmandu 
 

Mr Nebin Lal Shrestha, Deputy Director General, Central Bureau of Statistics, Kathmandu 
 

PHILIPPINES 
 

Ms Arlene Ruiz, Chief Economic Development Specialist, National Economic and Development 

Authority, Pasig City 
 

Ms Bernadette Balamban, Chief Statistical Specialist, Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), Manila 
SAMOA 

 

Mr Sefuiva Reupena Muagututia, Government Statistician, Samoa Bureau of Satistics, Apia 
 

SRI LANKA 
 

Dr M Mudiyanselage Sugath Yalegama, Additional Secretary (Sustainable Development), Ministry 

of Sustainable Development and Wildlife, Colombo 
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Dr Amarajeewa Satharasinghe, Director General, Department of Census and Statistics, Colombo 
 

THAILAND 
 

Ms Nattha-ake Dutsadeeprasert, Policy & Plan Analyst, Office of the National Economic and Social 

Development Board, Bangkok 
 

Mr Ajin Jirachiefpattana, Deputy Director General, National Statistical Office of Thailand, 

Bangkok 
 

Ms Sanonoi Buracharoen, Chief, Statistical Information and Data Dissemination Service Group, 

National Statistical Office of Thailand, Bangkok 
 

Ms Kanjana Phumalee, Chief, Statistical Standard Group, Statistical System Management Bureau, 

National Statistical Office of Thailand, Bangkok 
 

VANUATU 
 

Mr Simil Johnson Youse, Government Statistician, Vanuatu National Statistics Office, Port Vila 
 

VIET NAM 
 

Mr Pham Quang Vinh, Deputy Director General, General Statistics Office of Viet Nam, Hanoi 

------------------------------------ 

 

 

UNITED NATIONS SECRETARIAT 

 

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE ON DRUGS AND CRIME (UNODC) 

 

Mr Enrico Bisogno, Chief, Data Development and Dissemination Unit, UNODC, Vienna 

 

UNTIED NATIONS DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS, (DESA) 

 

Mr Raj Mitra, Inter-Regional Advisor on Statistical Capacity Building, United Nations Statistics 

Division, DESA, New York 

 

Ms Linda Hooper, Statistician, Statistics Division, DESA, New York 

------------------------------------ 

 

UNITED NATIONS BODIES 

 

UNITED NATIONS CENTRE FOR HUMAN SETTLEMENTS (HABITAT) 

 

Ms Mariko Sato, Chief, UN-Habitat Bangkok Office, Bangkok 

 

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (UNDP) 

 

Mr Bishwa Nath Tiwari, Programme Specialist, HDR, Inclusive Growth and Sustainable 

Development, UNDP, Bangkok 

 



 

 16 

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (UNEP) 

 

Mr Ananda Dias, Regional Coordinator, Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok 

 

UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND (UNFPA) 

 

Mr Christophe Lefranc, Regional Population and Development Technical Adviser - Census and 

Data, UNFPA, Bangkok 

------------------------------------ 

 

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS (FAO) 

 

Mr Mukesh K. Srivastava, Senior Statistician, FAO, Bangkok 

 

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION (ILO) 

 

Ms Marina Cruz de Andrade, Intern, Regional Economic and Social Analysis Unit (RESA), Bangkok 

 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION (IOM) 

 

Ms Mariko Tomiyama, Senior Regional Policy and Liaison Officer, Bangkok 

 

UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND (UNICEF) 

 

Mr Bertin Gbayoro, Monitoring Specialist, UNICEF, Bangkok 

 

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 

(UNESCO) 

 

Mr Roshan Bajracharya, Programme Specialist, UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS), Bangkok 

 

Ms Aurélie Acoca, Assistant Programme Specialist, UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS),  

Bangkok 

 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

 

Ms Phyllida Travis, Director, Department of Health System Development, WHO, New Delhi 

------------------------------------ 

 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 

 

PACIFIC COMMUNITY (SPC) 

 

Ms Karen Carter, Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Specialist, Statistics for Development 

Division, SPC, Noumea 

------------------------------------ 
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION (SPECIAL CONSULTATIVE STATUS) 

 

ASIAN-PACIFIC RESOURCE AND RESEARCH CENTRE FOR WOMEN (ARROW) 

 

Ms Maria Melinda (Malyn) Ando, Senior Programme Officer, Bangkok 

------------------------------------ 

 

OTHER ENTITIES 

 

ASIA PACIFIC ALLIANCE FOR SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND RIGHTS 

(APA) 

 

Ms Alexandra Johns, Executive Director, APA, Bangkok 

 

DATA2X 

 

Mr James Knowles, Consultant, Nakhon Ratchasima 

 

PLAN INTERNATIONAL INC. 

 

Ms Sudawadee Limpaibul, Monitoring Evaluation and Research Manager, Bangkok 

 

Ms Lada Phadungkiati, Regional Monitoring, Evaluation and Program System Coordinator, 

Bangkok 

 

RESEARCH AND INFORMATION SYSTEM FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

 

Mr T.C. James, Visiting Fellow, New Delhi 

 

Mr Pratyush Sharma, Research Assistant, New Delhi 

------------------------------------ 

 

RESOURCE PERSON 

 

Ms Stephany Tan, City Mayor, City Government of Catbalogan, Samar, Philippines 

------------------------------------ 

 

SECRETARIAT 

 

Ms Margarita Guerrero Director, Statistics Division (SD) 

 

Ms Rikke Munk Hansen Chief, Economic and Environment Statistics Section (ESS), SD 

 

Mr Yanhong Zhang  Chief, Population and Social Statistics Section (PSS), SD 

 

Mr Chris Ryan  Regional Adviser on Statistics, Office of the Chief (OC), SD 

 

Mr Michael Bordt  Regional Adviser on Environment Statistics, OC, SD 

 

Mr Arman Bidarbakht Nia Statistician, OC, SD 
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Mr Eric Hermouet  Statistical Information Systems Officer, Statistical Data   

    Management Unit, SD 

 

Ms Zeynep Orhun Girard Statistician, EES, SD 

 

Mr Daniel Clarke  Statistician, EES, SD 

 

Mr Michael Biddington Statistician, EES, SD 

 

Ms Tanja Sejersen  Statistician, PSS, SD 

 

Ms Sharita Serrao  Statistician, PSS, SD 

 

Ms Farzana Shermin  Associate Statistician, EES, SD 

 

Mr Sean Lovell  Associate Statistician, PSS, SD 

 

------------------------------------ 

 

STATISTICAL INSTITUTE FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC (SIAP) 

 

Mr Ashish Kumar  Director, Chiba, Japan 

 

Mr Jan Smit   Senior Statistician/Lecturer, Chiba, Japan 

 

_________________________ 

 

 
 

 


