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1. The Regional Meeting on Handbook on Cross-Border Transport along the Asian 

Highway,  Multilateral Permit System and International Road Organization was held 

in Bangkok on 22-23 June 2017. 

 

2. The Meeting was attended by participants from Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

Cambodia, China, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Japan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, 

Pakistan, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Thailand, Turkey, 

Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Viet Nam. The representatives of the International 

Civil Aviation Organization and International Maritime Organization also took part in 

the Meeting. The list of participants and programme are attached as Annexes I and II 

respectively. 

 

3. The ESCAP secretariat presented the draft Handbook on Cross-Border Transport 

along the Asian Highway Network which was developed by the secretariat based on 

survey responses from member countries and on desk research under the project 

“Enhancing Efficiency and Effectiveness of Cross-Border Transport on the Asian 

Highway Network” funded by the Government of China. 

 

4. The ESCAP secretariat presented the cross-border transport performance indicators to 

assess efficiency and effectiveness of cross-border transport arrangements along the 

Asian Highway.  

 



 2 

5. The Meeting discussed and agreed that the draft Handbook on Cross-Border 

Transport along the Asian Highway would be finalized pending updated information 

from some of the Meeting participants. The Meeting also discussed the cross-border 

transport performance indicators and agreed that the secretariat would liaise with the 

participating experts to receive their comments and finalize the indicators by the end 

of 2017 as planned in the project document.   

 

6. The Meeting welcomed these two new products and appreciated the intention of the 

secretariat to publish and distribute them to relevant stakeholders. At the same time, 

the Meeting expressed the view that such products should be periodically updated and 

requested the secretariat to include their review and update in the working plan. It was 

suggested that the products could benefit more if presented in more easily accessible 

forms, e.g. digital interactive map.  

 

7. The Meeting acknowledged that the Handbook and cross-border road transport 

performance indicators will also strengthen the capacity of member countries to 

assess the operational conditions for cross-border transport and take measures for 

improving them as needed, as well as to plan and implement transport facilitation 

measures at national and bilateral levels.  

 

8. The Meeting recognized that despite efforts by ESCAP member countries the level of 

harmonization of rules, regulations, practices and standards remains low. This 

translates into a poor level of road transport facilitation, with cases of mandatory 

transloading of goods at borders persisting as common practice; consequently, 

regional transport connectivity is hampered, and road transport is prevented from 

fulfilling its role as growth enabler. 

 

9. The secretariat presented a study on the establishment and functioning of a 

multilateral permits system for international road transport on the Asian Highway 

Network and invited the participants to express their views related to the 

establishment of such a system, which draws upon the best features and related best 

practices of the existing multilateral solutions that have contributed to improving 

efficiency of road transport operations in other parts of the world.  
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10. The Meeting reiterated the need for such a permit system as an accompanying tool for 

efficient implementation of cross-border transport and traffic rights on the Asian 

Highway Network and beyond. The Meeting requested the secretariat to refine the 

study based on the discussions held, and to make every effort for finalizing and 

submitting the study for adoption at the Committee on Transport in 2018. 

 

11. The secretariat delivered a presentation on their study on the establishment of an 

intergovernmental international road organization to address overwhelming global 

challenges in the road sector identified under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, in particular in the Asia-Pacific region.,.  

 

12. Recognizing that non-harmonized or even divergent road regulations, standards and 

practices adversely affect sustainable transport connectivity, safety, security and the 

environment, as well as the seamless border-crossing of crew, the participants were of 

the view that an effective intergovernmental international road organization could 

help address these challenges.  

 

13. The Meeting had an exchange of views on the necessity and opportunity to establish 

an international road organization. The participants considered that such an initiative 

was a positive step. Some participants raised a number of concerns like the name, 

statute and funding of such an entity, the complexity of such an endeavour, as well as 

the role and competencies of the organization, mainly from the angle of possible 

duplication of competencies with other existing  bodies. The secretariat provided 

clarifications, based on the study. 

 

14. Many participants requested the secretariat to continue to liaise with the countries 

with interest in the establishment of an international road organization; some 

participants suggested that the secretariat should also liaise with countries interested 

in discussing the possible establishment of such an organization. The participants 

requested the secretariat to refine the study, facilitate consultations, and provide 

technical assistance to countries requesting it along the process. Some participants 

suggested to include in the study timelines for the various stages of the preparations, 
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and to expand the scope of the organization (e.g. to include public transport). It was 

suggested that consultations would benefit from the creation at the secretariat of a 

digital platform for more efficient dialogue between interested parties. 

 

15. Some of the participants indicated that they would report the discussions held and the 

outcome of the Meeting to their concerned authorities for internal consultation on of 

the proposal to establish an intergovernmental international road organization.  

 

16. The Meeting appreciated the ESCAP secretariat’s efforts in the development of 

seamless and efficient cross-border transport connectivity in Asia and the Pacific. 

 

17. The participants of the Meeting expressed gratitude to the Government of China for 

the generous financial support and to the ESCAP secretariat for organizing the 

Meeting. 

 

18. The participants of the Meeting expressed appreciation to the representatives of IMO 

and ICAO for sharing experience of their organizations in helping ensure safe, secure 

and environmentally sound transport by sea and air respectively. 

 

19. The report of the Regional Meeting on Handbook on Cross-Border Transport along 

the Asian Highway,  Multilateral Permit System and International Road Organization 

was adopted on 23 June 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand. 
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