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Expert Seminar on Integrated Statistics for the Sustainable Development Goals 

11-13 December, Bangkok Thailand 

 

Report of the Seminar 

 

I. Introduction 

 

1. The Expert Seminar on Integrated Statistics for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) took place 

on 11-13 December 2017 in Bangkok. The aim of the seminar was to help the participants achieve a 

common and improved understanding of technical issues and challenges related to integration of 

statistics for integrated analysis, critical for the implementation and follow-up of the SDGs. The seminar 

was inspired by the “Collective Vision”, which was endorsed by the ESCAP Committee on Statistics in 

December 2016. 1  The collective vision and framework for action listed integrated statistics for 

integrated analysis as one of the five action areas, with the objective of developing an integrated 

statistical measurement framework for the SDGs. In the opening session, the details of the Collective 

Vision were articulated to highlight the importance of the Seminar and the tasks before statisticians in 

light of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

2. The sessions and a series of group discussions at the seminar were organized around four dimensions of 

integrated statistics: 1. Process integration; 2. Data Integration; 3. Conceptual Integration and 4. 

Disciplinary Integration. The participants shared the country experiences in various dimensions of 

integration in their respective statistical systems, their implication on production and use of statistics, 

shared challenges and good practices. The list of recommendations for international/regional and 

national level actions is presented at the end of this report.  

 

3. The meeting was attended by experts from Armenia, Cambodia, Estonia, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 

Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Russian Federation, Samoa, 

Singapore, Sri Lanka and Thailand, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and ESCAP 

Secretariat.  

 

4. Presentations from the seminar are accessible at http://www.unescap.org/events/expert-seminar-

integrated-statistics-sustainable-development-goals  

 

II. Summary and key messages from the discussions 

 

5. This section highlights the issues, ideas and opportunities relevant to development of integrated statistics 

for monitoring the SDGs.   

                                                 
1 Advancing Official Statistics 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development – Collective Vision, Available at  

http://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/E.ESCAP_.CST%285%29.1.Rev_.1.Collective_Vision.English.pdf  

http://www.unescap.org/events/expert-seminar-integrated-statistics-sustainable-development-goals
http://www.unescap.org/events/expert-seminar-integrated-statistics-sustainable-development-goals
http://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/E.ESCAP_.CST%285%29.1.Rev_.1.Collective_Vision.English.pdf
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Session 1: Integrated Statistics 

6. The session set the context for the seminar, outlining proposed dimensions of integration of statistics to 

structure the discussion on practical experiences presented by the participating experts.  

7. A background paper prepared by the secretariat was presented to stimulate a debate on the various 

dimensions of integrated statistics.2 The paper proposed four dimensions of integrated statistics to frame 

the subsequent deliberations:  

• Process integration to reduce duplication through improvements in data production processes 

• Data integration to increase usability and comprehensiveness 

• Conceptual integration to link concepts and data 

• Disciplinary integration to apply trans-disciplinary concepts such as Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) 

8. Country presentations from India and Samoa highlighted challenges within their statistical systems in 

relation to integration of statistics, as well as strategies used to address them. The two countries 

significantly differ in size (population, geography, socio-economic context), yet have some of the similar 

challenges that appear common also among other countries. Those include lack of coordination and 

institutional arrangements, fragmentation of processes/mechanisms in data collection and lack of 

capacity.   

Session 2: Process Integration 

9. Process integration was introduced through a Generic Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM), as 

an example that could be used to describe statistical processes and data production in a statistical 

organization.3 

10. This flexible model has the power to facilitate discussion among all stakeholders, support document 

production processes in support of modernization activities (harmonizing statistical computing 

infrastructures, facilitate sharing of software components), identify common processes across or within 

an organization and provide a framework for process quality assessment and improvement. In the 

context of integrated statistics, an important phase in the model is the “design” phase, which allows for 

establishing agreed concepts and language among all stakeholders involved. 

11. Experts from Indonesia and Mongolia shared their experiences in using GSBMP. Mongolia established 

a unit within the National Statistical Office to implement the model. Indonesia expanded the “collection” 

step within the GSBPM to incorporate multiple data sources. 

12. During the group work, participants identified several challenges related to process integration. The 

experts found that transiting to a “system as a whole” design was the most challenging task in developing 

process integration. The current structures/governance systems of data production suffer from 

mismatches in processes, timing, technology, coordination issues and duplication of processes.  

                                                 
2 Bordt, M. 2017. Dimensions of integration in the statistical system. Background paper. Expert Seminar on Integrated Statistics 

for the SDGs. Dec. 11-13, 2017. UN ESCAP, Bangkok, Thailand. Available at 

http://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Dimensions_of_integration_in_the_statistical_system.pdf 
3 Generic Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM), available at https://statswiki.unece.org/display/GSBPM/GSBPM+v5.0 

http://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Dimensions_of_integration_in_the_statistical_system.pdf
https://statswiki.unece.org/display/GSBPM/GSBPM+v5.0
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13. The prevalence of poor quality administrative data creates a challenge for data integration. Process 

integration may be one approach for a stepwise improvement of the quality of administrative data and 

hence provide the basis for greater use of administrative data for statistical purposes. 

14. Key Recommendation/Observation – Institutional support and inter-agency coordination mechanisms: 

participants considered institutional and policy-level support for process integration critical. Defining 

clear roles and responsibilities, and specifically the coordination role (could be undertaken by NSO but 

not necessarily) is vital to success of process integration.  

Session 3: Data Integration 

Panel I – Integrating different data sources 

15. Examples of data integration practices from Armenia, the Russian Federation and Singapore illustrated 

challenges that range from the difficulties in ensuring full coverage of target population to issues related 

to lack of data, methodologies, disaggregation, capacity and integration of big data and GIS information.   

16. Countries applied various strategies to cope with data integration issues, such as creating social sphere 

administrative register, integration of administrative sources by using unique identification numbers, 

development of single window interfaces or common data warehouses to bring together all the data, 

including registers and new sources and provide standardized processing, classification and 

dissemination. 

17. Based on the group discussion, the common challenges in data integration include the variety of data 

formats used, the overlaps and inconsistencies in existing data, and the lack of standards and other 

guidance for data integration.  

18. Key Recommendations/Observations – i) Statistical Framework for SDGs -  Countries need to work 

towards developing a statistical framework for the SDGs, ensuring coherence, measurability and 

comparability of indicators (sources may differ) ii) Use of address registration for data integration – 

Singapore uses address registration data to produce geospatial statistics, and to provide various services. 

Addresses are being updated frequently through police stations and thus used for data integration 

purposes. This practice was regarded as a possible recommendation for other countries. 

Panel II – Use of technology for producing integrated statistics 

19. Experts presented very diverse examples and experiences from Estonia, Mexico and Tonga in the use of 

technology for the production, dissemination and use of statistics. 

 

20. Estonia has piloted public-private partnerships that involve the use of confidential administrative data. 

ICT companies were involved and made use of encrypted microdata of mobile users to produce statistics 

and analysis related to education, taxation, transportation and tourism. This technological development 

enabled legislative breakthroughs on privacy and data protection, paving the way for continued and 

increased engagement of the private sector in data production and dissemination.  

 

21. Mexico is one of only two countries in the world (the other being Brazil) in which the national geospatial 

agency and the national statistical office are embedded in the same organization. The country developed 

a plan and an inter-institutional governing mechanism for country-wide coordinated use of integrated 

statistics and geographic information. Through the established National System for Statistical and 
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Geographical Information (SNIEG), several subsystems were created: economic, government and 

justice, demographic and social, geographic and environmental. Each subsystem includes an exhaustive 

range of sectors that data are drawn from and processed for integration. The governance system of the 

SNIEG includes all the line ministries and data producing agencies. Further, a Technical Committee on 

SDG Indicators and 36 technical working groups meet regularly to advance in the process of integrating 

statistics for Information of National Interest.  

 

22. Tonga developed a geo-portal as a data sharing platform for disaster-related statistics. The use of online 

space to create a geo-portal delivered a geospatial data entry point where data are compiled over time 

and made available to different users. The platform contains metadata and keywords, and was further 

developed for sharing geospatial and statistical data. The lessons learned in the process of the geo-portal 

development include: importance of conducting extensive and regular multi-stakeholder consultations; 

identifying available datasets and resources; identifying actors and their roles; implementing short and 

long-term plans.  

 

23. Key Recommendation/Observations – i) Future of Public-Private Partnerships - While 

recommendations within this session revolved around regional cooperation between NSOs (exchanging 

experiences and building technical skills of statisticians in using the new available technologies), it was 

observed that there was no inquiry/suggestion among the experts in this seminar on joint production and 

analysis of data between public and private sector at national and global/regional levels. The novelty 

and lack of extensive experience in different legal and governance systems are the characteristics of 

immature data production markets and thus many countries (particularly developing countries) may find 

it challenging to implement such joint ventures; ii) Integrate geo-portal into a wider framework - For 

geo-portals to be effectively used for data integration, they should be incorporated within an overarching 

framework, such as National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).4  

 

 

Session 4: Conceptual Integration 

 

24. Conceptual integration was introduced through a presentation on satellite accounts, followed by the 

example of the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA).  

25. The session also included a presentation on Policy-Data Integration. Conceptual integration requires an 

enabling environment where policy and data influence each other. It was suggested that a principle-

driven approach, for example focusing on the principle of human-rights (backed by various conventions) 

could ensure objective, structured and proactive communication. It was noted that principle-driven 

                                                 
4 This recommendation was made by an expert in the seminar based on the experiences in developed countries, such as UK and 

US. If the countries had integrated such portals as part of bigger frameworks like NSDI from the beginning, they would have saved 

considerable resources. The integration with such a framework would require a master plan/action plan at national level with 3 to 

5-year worth of tasks well-aligned with objectives, which in turn would require institutional support and high-level buy-in, followed 

by a series of inter-ministerial consultative meetings. For countries without frameworks such as NSDI, with aspirations to develop 

a geoportal, it is recommended to discuss both the geoportal and development of an overarching framework simultaneously.  
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approaches would require strong support from the highest political levels, sub-components of policy 

making, and institutions involved in the data production processes.  

26. Conceptual integration goes beyond process integration and data integration. The main challenges in 

relation to conceptual integration for SDGs include the lack of a comprehensive measurement 

framework for SDGs, and solutions to deal with the many existing custodians and methodologies. These 

challenges often lead to confusion on what is to be measured and why.  

27. Key Recommendation/Observations:  At national Level: i) SNA vs. New Framework: While some experts 

advocated for a new, comprehensive measurement framework for SDGs, some have suggested SNA to 

be used as a “mother” framework and all other sources of data linked to it ii) NSOs’ capacity - Regardless 

of the approach to the development of an overarching framework, NSOs will require capacity building 

to meet the challenges of conceptual integration, including technical and communication skills. Experts 

identified the need for statisticians to be able to “tell a story” through the data and allow for 

communication with policy makers on pertinent sustainable development issues that need to be 

measured and monitored. Technical skills will be needed to develop standardized and integrated 

concepts and processes, as well as guidelines for concept integration for sectors. Broadening data sources 

not only from local/national but also international/overseas agencies and companies will further require 

legislative frameworks, technological advances (using advanced ICT tools and techniques) and an 

overarching coordination body (An Apex Body or a Technical working group).  

28. Key Recommendation/Observations:  At regional levels: i) An Asia-Pacific statistics agency – the 

experts recommended a body at regional level, created to drive statistical development and establish 

country-to-country sharing of expertise; ii) UN agencies, through regional platforms and programmes 

of work could contribute to the development of and strengthening of conceptual integration in member 

countries. 

Session 5: Disciplinary Integration 

29. The presentation on “boundary objects” delivered in this session highlighted the need but also the 

complexity of disciplinary integration, which goes beyond process, data and concepts. Disciplinary 

integration requires disciplines and cultures to work together and move towards transdisciplinary nature 

of work. It entails convergence of concepts and creation of new concepts, contexts and frameworks.  

Boundary objects, such as “sustainable development”, or “ecosystem services”, have emerged as 

opportunities to trigger disciplinary integration, and although they maintain interpretative flexibility (ex. 

SDGs and targets, contribution of ecosystems to well-being), they can bring about more coherent 

measurement through indicators.  

30. Major challenges in disciplinary integration include the lack of common “language”, for example 

standard definitions and interpretations of “value”. Policy makers are not equipped to engage in 

inter/trans-disciplinary work. This challenge is also experienced at the level of experts/researchers 

(scientists and academia). Science/policy interface appears weak, and there is a need for 

science/policy/statistics cultures to understand each other and communicate. Inter/trans-disciplinary 

thinking is required to deliver on policies and aspirations such as “Leave No One Behind”.  

31. Solutions proposed include more intensive collaboration and work of different experts on common 

projects. Conceptual development of policy directions at global level should engage national experts, 
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academia and the science community. Further, “generalists” may add value to the discussion on policy, 

institutions and instruments, by being rotated among different domains (science, policy, statistics).  

32. It was acknowledged that transdisciplinary research remains challenging, and requires new definitions, 

methodologies, contexts and communication channels to create an effective interface between 

science/academia and policy. Boundary objects exist, and it is critical to acknowledge different 

“understandings” of them, as well as strive towards creating enabling environments for interdisciplinary 

teams to work on development of transdisciplinary concepts.    

Special Session – Practical Steps towards systems integration (joint session with participants from 

the parallel event entitled “Capacity building workshop for national civil registration and vital statistics 

(CRVS) Focal Points”) 5 

33. The special session addressed practical examples of systems integration through countries’ experiences 

in integrating civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS) with specific sectors such as the health sector 

in Fiji and for providing the backbone of the national ID system and service delivery in the case of 

Bangladesh.  

34. The country-level examples illustrated the complexity of systems integration from the dimensions of 

process, data and concepts. Recommendations that resulted from the group discussions were aligned 

with those suggested in seminar sessions 1-5: Experts highlighted the need for improving national 

coordination platforms, mapping legislative and regulatory frameworks for the broader CRVS systems 

and reflecting systems integration into national development plans and national strategies for the 

development of statistics.  

35. Emphasis was placed on enabling integration of systems, possibly using personal identification numbers 

given at birth through the civil registration system and developing capacity of human resources for 

increased data and systems linking and integration.  

 

Conclusions and Recommendations (outcomes from Sessions 6 and 7) 

At regional level:  

36. Expert Group(s)/Experts Network - The participants of the seminar considered practical ways of 

implementing the “Collective vision” which recommends the establishment of an expert group, or a 

network of multiple expert groups that would engage in a range of dimensions and aspects of statistics 

integration.  

37. Participants put forward key areas around which the work of such mechanism may be clustered: 

i) integration of new technologies to include special and big data, e-governance etc.  

ii) new ways of working to define the new roles of NSOs, partnerships, linking statistics to policy, 

SDG interlinkages etc; 

iii) new measurement frameworks such as SEEA, disaster risk, satellite accounts, and frameworks 

that address quality, processes, etc.  

iv) new statistical products such as analytical outputs, online data etc. 

                                                 
5 Details of the workshop available at  http://www.unescap.org/events/capacity-building-workshop-national-civil-registration-

and-vital-statistics-crvs-focal-points  

http://www.unescap.org/events/capacity-building-workshop-national-civil-registration-and-vital-statistics-crvs-focal-points
http://www.unescap.org/events/capacity-building-workshop-national-civil-registration-and-vital-statistics-crvs-focal-points
http://www.unescap.org/events/capacity-building-workshop-national-civil-registration-and-vital-statistics-crvs-focal-points
http://www.unescap.org/events/capacity-building-workshop-national-civil-registration-and-vital-statistics-crvs-focal-points
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38. Seminar participants also noted that the mechanism should focus on delivering added value to the 

statistics community and other stakeholders in the form of training, knowledge generation related to 

applied new standards, technology, lessons learned and replicable strategies, as well as conferences and 

forums for sharing.  

 

39. International/Regional platforms – the role of UN and regional organizations was envisaged to 

facilitate creation and management of platforms for development of an overarching SDG statistical 

framework for countries to use as reference and assist countries in integrating modern technologies in 

production, use and dissemination of statistics. 

 

40. The international organizations would also continue to assist and coordinate capacity building and 

development of tools such as portals, e-learning platforms and mechanisms for knowledge sharing.   

 

41. Considering the four areas or work streams listed in para 37 and the varied expertise required to take 

each of them forward, the seminar considered that dynamic networks of experts attached to each work 

stream may be the more appropriate mechanism for regional implementation of the action area 

“integrated statistics for integrated analysis” of the Collective Vision. Such networks could be formed 

through widely distributed calls for expression of interest. Their work could be pursued through issue 

papers produced by network members and discussed at expert meetings. 

 

At national level: 

 

42. Renewed Commitment - The 2030 Agenda and its goals and targets calls for a renewed engagement 

of National Statistical Offices to produce demand-driven, output-oriented statistical services that 

address priority needs and concerns of policy-makers and other users. Commitment and engagement 

are required also from higher level decision-makers to pursue and support the necessary reforms to 

deliver evidence-based policies and national strategies and enable the national statistical systems to 

provide their part of the underlying evidence.  

 

43. Building infrastructure - The NSOs are facing a new reality of technologies, big data and e-

governance, including a developing market for the private sector to use the technologies for collecting 

and disseminating statistics. A collective effort is required to better understand the application of 

modern technologies, create adequate legislative frameworks and measurement frameworks to integrate 

those at all the levels of statistics integration (process, data, conceptual and disciplinary). To deliver 

new statistical products for better measurement of SDGs and delivery of more focused and result-based 

statistics, there is a need for a single spatial data platform (built upon a National Spatial Data 

Infrastructure). Mechanisms and portals are required to deliver integrated multi-source data and 

analysis. Integrated surveys with consistent reference periods should be further explored. 

 

44. Developing soft skills (communication, client-oriented approach) - This new reality calls for building 

capacities of statisticians and practitioners to not only integrate the new tools and sources of data, but 

also to communicate effectively with policy makers and various users to ensure production of coherent 

and comprehensive, relevant and accurate statistics. The experts in the seminar also acknowledged the 
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need to develop statistical literacy and raise awareness on national statistics at national/international 

levels. The development of communication between statistical offices and other stakeholders would 

lead to the institutionalization of practices for linking data to evidence for more effective and informed 

policy making. 

45. Governance – Statistics integration for integrated analysis will necessitate revision of the institutional 

governance systems to better coordinate statistics producing entities, development of infrastructure and 

communication with users and policy makers. Participants repeatedly highlighted the need for a 

coordinating body (Apex body), which may be an NSO or any other alternative governance solution 

that facilitates the integrated production and use of official statistics for national decision making. 
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Annex I Programme

  

 

  PROGRAMME 
Expected Seminar outcomes: 

1. Insights on the various dimensions of integration in the statistical system and their implications 

on production and use of integrated statistics; 

2. A list of good practices and challenges that countries face in the compilation of integrated 

statistics; 

3. Initial guidance to address issues pertaining to integrated statistics and the SDGs; 

4. Recommendations on future regional collaboration on integrated statistics for the SDGs   

 

Monday, 11 December 2017  

08.30 – 09.00 Registration  

09.00 – 09.30 

 

Opening and introductions 

Ms Rikke Munk Hansen, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

09.30 – 10.30 Session 1: Integrated systems 

Session chair: Mr Chui Tian Wei, Singapore  

 

The session will provide an overview of integrated systems and how the various dimensions 

of integration are relevant to and affect the national statistical system. It will further explore 

how analysis of the multi-dimensional and interrelated SDGs can be supported by integrated 

statistical systems. 

This will be done through panel presentations of country experiences with strengthening 

one or more dimensions of integration in national statistical systems, followed by group 

discussion and summary.  

 

Background paper and trigger presentation 

• “Dimensions of integration in the statistical system” by Mr Michael Bordt, 

Statistics Division, ESCAP 

Panel presentations:  

• Mr Akhilesh Kumar, India  

• Mr Ponifasio Vasa, Samoa  

Plenary Q&A and discussion  

10.30 – 10.45 Group photo and coffee/tea break 
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10.45 – 12.30  Session 1 (continued): Integrated systems 

Group discussion: Dimensions of integration 

The group discussion will illustrate each of the four dimensions of integration (process, 

data, conceptual and disciplinary integration, outlined in the concept note for the Seminar) 

through country examples. The groups will also reflect on the guiding questions (see 

below).  The aim is to establish a common reference framework for discussions during the 

Seminar. 

Each group will discuss examples of their delegated dimension of integration based on 

experiences from the members of the group and present discussion highlights in plenary.  

Guiding questions:                                                                                                                                                                    

• Is the schema of four components of integration (process, data, conceptual, 

disciplinary) useful and complete? If not, what would you add? 

• Are there other examples of process, data, conceptual and disciplinary integration 

that could be added to the concept note? 

• Do you agree with the assumptions in the “trigger” presentation? 

o Statistical systems become more integrated over time. 

o Existing statistical frameworks (SNA, SEEA, SAM...) can be linked to 

address complex issues. 

o NSOs can learn from what worked and what did not work. 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve integrated statistics in the region? 

 

Presentation by each group 

 

Summary of session 1 (by the session chair) 

12.30 – 14.00  L U N C H 

14.00 – 15.30 Session 2: Process integration 

Session chair:  Ms K.A.S. Kodikara, Sri Lanka  

The session focuses on process integration for reduction of duplication and assurance of 

coherence. It will illustrate related approaches and statistical tools applied by countries to 

improve process integration, including for SDGs monitoring. 

Panel presentations on process integration will be followed by discussion and summary. 

Overview of GSBPM – Eric Hermouet, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

Panel presentations 

• Mr Samaychanh Boupha, Lao PDR  

• Mr Ariunbold Shagdar, Mongolia  

• Mr Hadi Susanto, Indonesia  

Plenary Q&A and discussion                                     

Guiding questions:  

• What initiatives in process integration have proven successful and why?  
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• What initiatives in process integration have not been successful and why? 

• Which structures/institutional frameworks are required to facilitate process 

integration (legislative, institutional etc.) 

• Who are the stakeholders that could contribute to process integration? How can 

their involvement be facilitated? 

• Which technical skills are needed to foster process integration? 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve process integration in the region at 

national level and what type of support could be generated at regional level? 

 

Summary of session 2 (by the session chair) 

15.30 – 15.45 Coffee/Tea break 

15:45 – 17.00  Session 3: Data Integration  

Session Chair:  Mr Ponifasio Vasa, Samoa  

The session will focus on the application of innovative approaches and tools for data 

integration and how efficient data integration can increase data usability in different sectors.  

The session will include two panels, each comprising presenters and discussants.  

 

Session 3 Panel I: Integrating different data sources 

 

Presenters 

• Mr Chui Tian Wei, Singapore  

• Ms Hasmik Soghomonyan, Armenia  

• Mr Sergey Egorenko, Russian Federation  

•  

Discussants 

• Arman Bidarbakht Nia, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

• Ms Vivian Ilarina, Philippines  

Plenary Q&A and discussion      

Guiding questions:                                                                                                                                                                                                 

• What initiatives in data integration have proven successful and why? 

• What initiatives in data integration have not been successful and why? (explain 

major challenges) 

• Which structures/institutional frameworks are required to facilitate data 

integration (legislative, institutional etc.) 

• Who are the stakeholders that could contribute to data integration? How can their 

involvement be facilitated? 

• Which technical skills are needed to foster data integration? 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve data integration in the region at 

national level and what type of support could be generated at regional level? 
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Tuesday, 12 December 2017 

09.00 – 09.15  Recap of Day 1 of the Seminar by the Chairs of session 1, 2 and 3 

09.15 – 11.00  Session 3 (continued): Data Integration  

Session Chair:  Mr Ponifasio Vasa, Samoa  

Session 3: Panel II – Use of technology for producing integrated statistics 

Presenters 

• “Learning from Confidential Databases with Sharemind” by Mr Baldur 

Kubo, Cybernetica AS, Estonia 

• “Geo-portal as a data sharing platform for multi-hazard early warning system 

in the Pacific” by Ms Youjin Choe, Republic of Korea 

• “Experience of Mexico in using GIS and spatial data as a tool for data 

integration” By Mr Francisco Javier Jimenez Nava, Mexico  

Discussants 

• Mr Nebin Lal Shestha, Nepal 

• Ms Ashiyath Shazna, Maldives  

• Mr Ponifasio Vasa, Samoa  

 

Plenary Q&A and discussion        

Guiding questions 

• How can this be applied more generally across the National Statistical System? 

• What are main obstacles for integrating spatial data with more traditional statistics 

(e.g., surveys and administrative data) in your country? 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve the use of spatial data in the region’s 

National Statistical Systems? 

• Who are the stakeholders that could contribute to the use of technology in 

producing integrated statistics in an efficient and cost-effective manner? How can 

their involvement be facilitated? 

• Which structures/institutional frameworks are required to include technologies in 

producing integrated statistics (legislative, institutional etc.) 

• What initiatives could be taken at regional level and which regional organizations 

could be involved?  

 

Summary of session 3 (by the session chair) 

11.00 – 11.15 Coffee/Tea break 

11.15 - 12.30 Session 4. Conceptual integration   

Session chair. Ms Ashiyath Shazna, Maldives  

The session will be organized around the multi-disciplinary concepts of an integrated 

statistical system and how the various concepts are inter-linked. It will explore how 

conceptual integration is increasingly important in the context of SDGs. 
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The presentations and discussion will be followed by a group discussion to add further 

insight on challenges and generate recommendations on conceptual integration for SDGs. 

Trigger presentation 

• “Satellite accounts as a possible solution to integration challenges” By Mr 

Daniel Clark, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

•  “The System of Environmental Economic Accounting: Linking 

Environment and Economy” Mr Michael Bordt, Statistics Division, 

ESCAP 

• “Policy data integration” Mr Arman Bidarbakht Nia, Statistics Division, 

ESCAP 

Panel presentations 

• Mr Hadi Susanto, Indonesia 

• Ms Vivian Ilarina, Philippines 

Plenary Q&A and discussion            

Guiding questions 

• What initiatives in conceptual integration have proven successful and why? 

• What initiatives in conceptual integration have not been successful and 

why? (explain major challenges) 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve conceptual integration in the 

region (national and regional-if applicable)?   

• Which organizations/sectors can contribute to developing and strengthening 

conceptual integration? 

12.30 - 13.45 L U N C H  

13.45 - 15.45  Session 4 (continued). Conceptual integration   

Group discussion. Conceptual Integration in the context of SDGs 

The exercise will explore the prevailing issues of conceptual integration for producing SDG 

indicators. Examples (for example on SEEA, SNA, SAM) will be drawn from the 

presentations of the previous session. The groups will identify key challenges of conceptual 

integration based on the experiences of the members of the group and suggest 

recommendations on conceptual integration for SDGs. 

Presentation by each group 

 

Summary of session 4 (by the session chair) 

15.45 – 16.00 Coffee/Tea break 

16.00 - 17.00 Session 5. Disciplinary integration   

Session chair. Mr Samaychanh Boupha, Lao PDR  

The session will focus on integration of various disciplines for ensuring an efficient 

statistical system. It will explore how convergence of various disciplinary concepts is 

required for SDGs indicator production. 
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Panel presentations. 

•  “Boundary Objects: Shared Conceptual Spaces” Mr Michael Bordt, Statistics 

Division, ESCAP 

Plenary Q&A and discussion    

Guiding questions 

• What initiatives in disciplinary integration have proven successful and why? 

• What initiatives in disciplinary integration have not been successful and why? 

• Which structures/institutional frameworks are required to facilitate disciplinary 

integration (legislative, institutional etc.) 

• Who are the stakeholders that could contribute to disciplinary integration? How 

can their involvement be facilitated? 

• Which technical skills are needed to foster disciplinary integration? 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve disciplinary integration in the region at 

national level and what type of support could be generated at regional level? 

 

Summary of session 5 (by the session chair)  

 

 

Wednesday, 13 December 2017 

09.00 – 10.30 
SPECIAL SESSION. Practical steps toward systems integration  

JOINT SESSION WITH THE WORKSHOP FOR SELECTED NATIONAL CRVS 

FOCAL POINTS 

The session will, through presentation and group discussion of country action on Civil 

Registration and Vital Statistics Systems identify practical steps towards systems 

integration 

 

Chair: Ms Miranda Arabidze, Georgia 

 

Mr Shivnay Naidu, Fiji 

Mr Md Ashfaqul Amin Mukut, Bangladesh  

 

Group Discussion 

 

Guiding questions: 

 

• What initiatives in multi-sectoral integration of systems have proven successful 

and why? 

• What initiatives in multi-sectoral integration of systems have not been successful 

and why? (explain major challenges) 

• Which structures/institutional frameworks are required to facilitate multi-sectoral 

integration of systems (legislative, institutional etc.)  
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• Who are the stakeholders that could contribute to systems’ integration? How can 

their involvement be facilitated? 

• Which technical skills are needed to foster systems’ integration? 

• What initiatives could be taken to improve systems’ integration in the region at 

national level and what type of support could be generated at regional level? 

 

Summary of the session (by the Chair) 

10.30 – 10.45 Coffee/Tea break 

10.45-12.00 
Session 6. Practical steps toward systems integration  

Session Chair. Michael Bordt, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

The session will consider existing initiatives for an integrated statistical system. It will 

discuss challenges and generate ideas and suggestions for improving the efficiency of the 

initiatives, drawing on reflections from sessions 1-5 of the Seminar. 

Panel presentation. 

• “SDGs data hub public application roadmap,” Christopher Sean Lovell, 

Statistics Division, ESCAP 

• “SDGs interlinkages,” Ms Aneta Nikolova, Environment and Development 

Division, ESCAP  

Plenary Q&A and discussion     

Guiding questions:   

• Which initiatives for integration provide best practices that could be followed 

more generally in the region? 

• Which remaining challenges to integration are common to the countries in the 

region? How can these be overcome? 

• What regional initiatives could help to foster integrated statistics (e.g., expert 

group, guidance materials, capacity building, technical advisory)? Which regional 

intergovernmental, and non-governmental organizations should be involved in the 

regional initiatives and in what capacity? 

 

12.00 - 14.00 L U N C H 

14.00 – 15.45 
Session 6 (continued). Practical steps toward systems integration  

 

Group discussion. Guidance for an integrated statistical system 

The group discussion will outline guidance for an integrated statistical system. Four groups 

will work on each dimension of integration. They will draw on reflections from sessions 1-

5 of the Seminar to generate recommendations on approaches and actions to transition to 

more integrated national statistical systems. 

 

Group presentations 
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Summary of session 6 (by the session chair) 

15.45 – 16.00 Coffee/Tea break  

16.00 – 17.00 
Session 7. Recommendations on future regional collaboration on integrated statistics 

for the SDGs  

 

Session Chair. Ms Rikke Munk Hansen, Statistics Division, ESCAP 

An open, brainstorming session to generate Seminar recommendations on future regional 

collaboration on integrated statistics for the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

Closing of the Seminar 
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