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Report of the Intergovernmental Meeting on Asia-Pacific 
Years of Action for Applications of Space Technology 
and the Geographic Information System for Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Sustainable Development, 2012-2017 

 I. Decisions and recommendations 

1. The Meeting recommends endorsement of the Asia-Pacific Plan of 
Action for Applications of Space Technology and Geographic Information 
Systems for Disaster Risk Reduction and Sustainable Development, 2012-
2017 (E/ESCAP/SASD/2) by the Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific at its sixty-ninth session, which is to be convened in 2013. 
The Meeting recommends that the Plan of Action be presented to the 
Commission in the form of a technical resolution. 

2. The Meeting recommends that a ministerial conference on space 
applications for disaster risk reduction and management and sustainable 
development in Asia and the Pacific be convened in 2015 to: (a) evaluate 
progress made in implementing the Plan of Action; (b) provide further 
guidance for its successful implementation; and (c) build stronger political 
support and ownership among all relevant stakeholders. In this context, it 
urges that the ESCAP secretariat, in collaboration with its partners and 
stakeholders, take the lead at the regional level in facilitating the implementation 
of the Plan of Action at the national level after it has been adopted. 

3. The Meeting expresses its commitment to implement the Plan of 
Action upon adoption and strengthen regional cooperation on space and 
geographic information system (GIS) applications for improving disaster risk 
reduction and management, as well as to accelerate sustainable development 
in the region, and urges the secretariat to promote collaboration among the 
existing initiatives in the region for effective implementation of the Plan of 
Action upon adoption. 



E/ESCAP/SASD/3/Rev.1 
 

2 

 II. Summary of proceedings 

A. Space and geographic information systems for disaster risk reduction 
and management, and sustainable development (agenda item 4) 

4. The Meeting had before it the document entitled “Space and geographic 
information system applications for disaster risk reduction and management, and 
sustainable development” (E/ESCAP/SASD/INF/4). 

5. Representative of the following countries made statements: Bangladesh; 
Bhutan; China; India; Iran (Islamic Republic of); Japan; Kazakhstan; Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic; Maldives; Mongolia; Myanmar; Nepal; 
Pakistan; Philippines; Republic of Korea; Sri Lanka; Tajikistan; Thailand; 
Vanuatu; and Viet Nam. 

6. Representatives of the following United Nations entities, 
intergovernmental organizations and other entities made statements: United 
Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR); United Nations 
Office for Outer Space Affairs; United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA); Asia-Pacific Space Cooperation 
Organization; South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation Disaster 
Management Centre; and Asian Institute of Technology. 

7. The Meeting acknowledged the critical role of space and GIS 
applications in addressing the challenges of natural disasters and sustainable 
development. The Meeting was of the view that the Plan of Action was 
relevant and very timely, and expressed its commitment to carry it forward. 
Participants in the meeting expressed their appreciation to the Government of 
Japan for providing financial support for the organization of the meeting and 
to the Government of Thailand for co-organizing the meeting. They also 
expressed their appreciation to the Geo-Informatics and Space Technology 
Development Agency of Thailand for organizing a technical session on its 
role and achievement in using space technology and GIS in disaster 
management. 

8. The Meeting benefited from country statements that illustrated the 
challenges faced, progress made, and future plans in using space products and 
services to reduce disaster risks and support sustainable development. It was 
informed of different initiatives at the regional, subregional and national 
levels to use space and GIS products in a wide range of areas, such as 
surveying and managing natural resources, especially with regard to 
agricultural crop monitoring, fisheries, forestry, natural ecosystems and 
biodiversity, water resources management, including irrigation and activities 
related to pollution control, and public health. 

9. The Meeting was also briefed on the forthcoming missions of 
spacefaring countries and how those missions could offer more advanced 
space-based products and services for applications that support disaster risk 
reduction and management, as well as sustainable development. 

10. The Meeting was of the view that space and GIS applications 
continued to be underutilized primarily because of insufficient capacity in 
developing countries, particularly countries with special needs, in terms of 
human, scientific, technological, organizational and institutional resources 
and expertise for operational applications of those technical tools. 

11. The Meeting noted with appreciation the efforts made in the area of 
enhancing space and GIS applications by member States, United Nations 
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bodies, specialized agencies, intergovernmental bodies and other entities in 
the region, especially in building capacity in the use of space and GIS 
applications for disaster risk reduction and management, as well as for 
sustainable development. 

12. In that regard, the Meeting emphasized the need for further 
strengthening of regional and subregional cooperation and partnership 
development in sharing resources and expertise as well as promoting space 
and GIS applications. The Meeting expressed its appreciation for the offers of 
member States to share good practices and space products and services 
related to disaster risk reduction and management and sustainable 
development in the region. 

13. The Meeting expressed appreciation for the offer of China to share 
medium-resolution data from various satellites with other countries and to 
consider granting GIS software licences through the Regional Space 
Applications Programme for Sustainable Development (RESAP), for the 
implementation of the Plan of Action upon adoption. The Meeting also 
expressed appreciation for the offer of China to furnish technical assistance, 
including the use of its high-resolution survey and mapping satellite data, to 
countries with special needs in building information systems for disaster 
reduction and sustainable development. 

14. The Meeting expressed its appreciation to India for supplying data 
from Resourcesat, Cartosat, RISAT-1 and Oceansat to regional and 
international disaster response initiatives, including RESAP, the United 
Nations Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and 
Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER), Sentinel Asia and the International 
Charter on Space and Major Disasters, and for providing free access to 
various portals to obtain such products and services. It also expressed its 
gratitude to India for the country’s continued support of efforts to build 
capacity through the Centre for Space Science and Technology Education in 
Asia and the Pacific. 

15. The Meeting expressed appreciation for the offer of Japan to have 
Sentinel Asia, as a regional cooperation project, share disaster-related 
information, including satellite imagery through the Internet and the 
Wideband InterNetworking Engineering Test and Demonstration Satellite 
(WINDS). It also noted with appreciation the efforts of the Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency as the secretariat of Sentinel Asia to facilitate data-
sharing mechanisms, which included conducting current and future missions 
for the purpose. 

16. The Meeting expressed appreciation for the offer of the Republic of 
Korea to continue to organize capacity-building activities in the area of space 
applications for disaster risk reduction and sustainable development at the 
Korean Aerospace Research Institute in order to enhance cooperation 
between the Republic of Korea and developing countries in the region. 

17. The Meeting expressed appreciation for the offer of Thailand to 
contribute to RESAP data from its remote sensing satellite (Thaichote), and 
to provide the secretariat with access to its catalogue of images for sharing 
with countries in need. The Meeting also expressed appreciation for the offer 
of Thailand to provide countries in the region with free data for humanitarian 
purposes. 
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18. The Meeting noted with appreciation the offer of the representatives 
of member States to share their countries’ experiences and good practices in 
the use of space technology and GIS for disaster management. 

19. The Meeting welcomed the proposals of OCHA, UNOOSA and 
UNITAR to enhance collaboration with the secretariat and relevant regional 
and subregional initiatives in order to raise the capacity of national 
Governments, particularly those in disaster-prone countries, to enhance the 
use of space-based technology for disaster risk reduction and management. 

20. The Meeting especially welcomed the offer of closer partnership 
between UNITAR and ESCAP on capacity-building and more effective 
utilization of satellite imagery for disaster risk management. 

21. The Meeting commended the secretariat for preparing comprehensive 
documents and making presentations that highlighted challenges faced by the 
countries in the region and good practices in managing disaster risks and 
supporting sustainable development. 

B. Consideration of the draft Asia-Pacific plan of action for 
applications of space technology and geographic information 
systems for disaster risk reduction and sustainable development, 
2012-2017 (agenda item 5) 

22. The Meeting had before it the draft Asia-Pacific plan of action for 
applications of space technology and geographic information systems for 
disaster risk reduction and sustainable development, 2012-2017 
(E/ESCAP/SASD/WP.1). 

23. The Meeting noted that the Intergovernmental Consultative 
Committee (ICC) on the Regional Space Applications Programme for 
Sustainable Development (RESAP) had deliberated on the draft plan of 
action at its sixteenth session, which had been held in Bangkok on 17 and 
18 December 2012. 

24. The Meeting expressed appreciation to ICC for its recommendations 
and additions to the draft plan of action for the Meeting’s consideration. 

25. The Meeting finalized and adopted the Plan of Action for submission 
to the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific at its sixty-
ninth session for endorsement under cover of a technical resolution. 

C. Other matters (agenda item 6) 

26. No other matter was discussed. 

 III. Organization of the Meeting 

 A. Opening and duration 

27. The Intergovernmental Meeting on Asia-Pacific Years of Action for 
Applications of Space Technology and the Geographic Information System 
for Disaster Risk Reduction and Sustainable Development, 2012-2017 was 
held at the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok from 18 to 
20 December 2012. 

28. The Meeting was declared open by Mr. Woravat Auapinyakul, 
Minister of Science and Technology of Thailand. An opening address was 
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delivered by Mr. Mohamed Ahmed, State Minister for Defense and National 
Security Service and Chief Coordinator of National Disaster Management 
Centre of Maldives. The Executive Secretary of ESCAP delivered opening 
remarks. 

B. Attendance 

29. The Meeting was attended by representatives of the following 
countries: Bangladesh; Bhutan; China; France; India; Iran (Islamic Republic 
of); Japan; Kazakhstan; Lao People’s Democratic Republic; Malaysia; 
Maldives; Mongolia; Myanmar; Nepal; Pakistan; Philippines; Republic of 
Korea; Sri Lanka; Tajikistan; Thailand; Turkey; Uzbekistan; Vanuatu; and 
Viet Nam. 

30. The Meeting was also attended by representatives of the following 
United Nations bodies and specialized and related agencies: Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research; United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs; 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs; and 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. The following 
intergovernmental organizations were represented: Asia-Pacific Space 
Cooperation Organization; and South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation Disaster Management Centre. 

31. The Meeting was also attended by representatives of the Asian 
Institute of Technology. 

 C. Election of officers 

32. The Meeting elected the following officers: 

Chair: Mr. Anond Snidvongs (Thailand) 

Vice-Chair: Mr. Vinay Kumar Dadhwal (India) 

Rapporteur: Mr. Mike Sam Waiwai (Vanuatu) 

 D. Agenda 

33. The Meeting adopted the following agenda: 

1. Opening of the Meeting. 

2. Election of officers. 

3. Adoption of the agenda. 

4. Space and geographic information system applications for disaster 
risk reduction and management and sustainable development. 

5. Consideration of the draft Asia-Pacific plan of action for 
applications of space technology and geographic information 
systems for disaster risk reduction and sustainable development, 
2012-2017. 

6. Other matters. 

7. Endorsement of the draft Asia-Pacific plan of action for 
applications of space technology and geographic information 
systems for disaster risk reduction and sustainable development, 
2012-2017, and the adoption of the report of the Meeting. 
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 E. Endorsement of the draft Asia-Pacific plan of action for applications 
of space technology and geographic information systems for 
disaster risk reduction and sustainable development, 2012-2017, 
and adoption of the report of the Meeting 

34. The Meeting adopted the Asia-Pacific Plan of Action for Applications 
of Space Technology and Geographic Information Systems for Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Sustainable Development, 2012-2017 (E/ESCAP/SASD/2) 
and adopted the present report on 20 December 2012. 
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