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Regional Preparatory Meeting for the Second Asian and Pacific Energy Forum 
15 December 2017, Bangkok 

 
Report of the meeting  

 
On 15 December 2017, the Regional Preparatory Meeting (RPM) for the Second Asian and 
Pacific Energy Forum was convened at the UN Conference Centre, Bangkok. At this meeting, 
representatives from ESCAP member States discussed the organization of the Forum, and 
considered inputs for the Ministerial Declaration. 
 
The meeting was opened by Dr. Shamshad Akthar, UN Under-Secretary-General and Executive 
Secretary of ESCAP.  Dr. Akthar highlighted the urgency of addressing the challenges the region 
faces considering strong growth projections for energy demand. She underlined that energy 
connectivity could be a significant tool to help achieve SDG7. 
 
Mr. Talyat Aliev, Vice-Chair of the First Session of ESCAP Committee on Energy, was invited to 
Chair the RPM. In his opening remarks, he outlined the objectives of the meeting and strongly 
encouraged all representatives to provide their perspectives on the topics, the standpoints, 
and the main messages that are to be included in the Ministerial Declaration. 
 
After the opening session, the RPM was informed by the Secretariat on matters regarding the 
organization of the Second Asian and Pacific Energy Forum. Most importantly, three official 
conference documents will be produced, namely the “Review of implementation of Plan of 
Action on Regional Cooperation for Enhanced Energy Security and the Sustainable Use of 
Energy in Asia and the Pacific”, the “Energy Transition in Asia and the Pacific: Pathways for 
ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all”, and the draft 
Ministerial Declaration. Moreover, the Secretariat shared the prospective agenda and 
timeline for the preparation of the Forum. 
 
Subsequently, the RPM was briefed on the first meetings of the Expert Working Group on 
Energy Connectivity and the Expert Working Group on Universal Access to Modern Energy 
Services, Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Cleaner Use of Fossil Fuels by the 
respective Chair of each Working Group. The briefings included information on the proposed 
Terms of Reference and the Working Plans of the EWGs, as well as the main outcomes of their 
topical deliberations. Both briefings were well received by the RPM. The Chairs’ summaries of 
the Expert Working Group meetings were considered and taken note by the RPM. 
 
Importantly, the RPM considered the proposed outline of the Ministerial Declaration of the 
Second Asian and Pacific Energy Forum presented by the Secretariat. The RPM participants 
provided their perspectives on the topics, the standpoints, and the main messages that they 
would like to have included in the draft Declaration. The secretariat was requested to develop 
the first draft of the Ministerial Declaration in consideration of all the inputs received at the 
RPM.  
 
The RPM discussed the timeline for development of the Ministerial Declaration and agreed on 
the following: 
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• Participants of the RPM were encouraged to provide feedback and inputs to the 
Secretariat on the outline of the Ministerial Declaration before 15 January. Then the 
secretariat will develop the first draft text of the Ministerial Declaration with a view to 
circulate it through the ACPR among all member States in early February.  

• The RPM recommended to consider organization of another meeting to consider the 
draft MD. One of the options could be on the margins of the Global Preparatory 
Meeting on SDG7 which will be convened in Bangkok on 21-23 February. 

 
The continued consultations with member States on the draft Ministerial Declaration will be 
carried out through the ACPR.   
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:  

1. Chair’s Summary of the First Meeting of the Expert Working Group on Energy 
Connectivity  

2. Chair’s Summary of the First Meeting of the Expert Working Group on Universal 
Access to Modern Energy Services, Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Cleaner 
Use of Fossil Fuels 

 

 
 


