
 

Addressing the Transboundary Dimensions of the 2030 Agenda through Regional Economic 

Cooperation and Integration in Asia and the Pacific:  

Kazakhstan Expert Consultation, 24-25 October 2019, Almaty 

Summary of Policy Recommendations 

The ESCAP secretariat organized a national workshop on 24-25 October1 with the objective of 

building capacity on infrastructure development and sharing among different sectors (i.e. ICT, 

transport and energy). International experts equipped the policymakers of Kazakhstan with tools 

and knowledge products tailored to the national context based on a subregional assessment. The 

participants identified opportunities and challenges of infrastructure sharing and co-deployment 

and proposed measures and mechanisms to address connectivity deficits in a sustainable 

manner. Holistic approaches were proposed with methodological, policymaking and planning tools 

to build climate and disaster resilient infrastructure.    

As a result of facilitated interactive discussions in three cross-sectoral groups, the participants 

recommended to the government focal points (Ministry of Industry and Infrastructure 

Development, through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, tbd) the following: 

1. To assemble inter-agency cooperation and ministerial coordination working group (WG) at a 
senior expert level. The WG would need to agree on the Terms of Reference of WG, develop 
and operationalize plans to better collaborate across sectors, coordinate the identified 
initiatives, share knowledge and support international collaboration.  
 

2. To enable co-deployment and infrastructure planning, the government is encouraged to 

establish and further develop:  

• a clear legal framework to address cross-sectoral challenges and align policies to enable 

co-deployment projects; 

• mechanisms and frameworks for the various ministries to share data on infrastructure, 

managed in a centralized manner; 

• agreements and mechanisms to share infrastructure-related data across country borders 

for cross-border initiatives;  

• a single informational portal that will operationalize the methodologies and tools proposed 

by ESCAP in order to facilitate partnerships with different stakeholders.  
 

3. To clarify the ownership distinction between the government and the private sector on 

operations, products and services and on the mechanisms to calculate the return of 

investment from PPP projects. 

Action Points for the ESCAP secretariat: 

1. ESCAP’s divisional focal points and partners should continue supporting the WG. 

 

2. The scope of the next national workshop could include the development of guidelines for co-

deployment and  in-depth discussions on feasibility studies of an identified corridor, using  the 

methodology of disaster risk assessment.  
 

3. Taking into account the discussions of the national workshop and inputs from the participants, 

the ESCAP secretariat, in collaboration with the experts, should complete the analytical 

studies in English, translate them into Russian and share them online. 

                                                           

1  Materials of the workshop could be reviewed from the following link: https://www.unescap.org/events/addressing-transboundary-

dimensions-2030-agenda-through-regional-economic-cooperation-and 
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