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What is ROC-TF?

• Regional Organizations Cooperation Mechanism or ROC-TF is a 

cooperation mechanism for the sub-regional, regional, UN and other 

international organizations involved in Trade Facilitation activities in 

the Asia Pacific region. 

• Objective: To facilitate exchange of information, identify synergies 

and collaborate for effective implementation of Trade Facilitation 

initiatives. 

• It was established following up on the explicit recommendation of 

the ESCAP Member States to the Secretariat in July 2011 to support 

the creation of a region-wide coordination mechanism, bringing 

together representatives of key regional organizations active in trade 

facilitation.

• Previous ROC-TF meetings took place in Colombo, Sri Lanka 

(2012), Beijing, China (2013), and Bangkok, Thailand (2014) and 

Wuhan, China (2015). 



http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/roc-tf


ROC-TF Activities since 2015 

Bi-annual Newsletter



ROC-TF Activities 

ROC-TF activity calendar – internal 



Conclusions and Recommendations from 

the most recent ROC-TF meeting in 2015

• During the discussion the participants stated that ROC-TF is a unique and 
useful mechanism. 

• Furthermore, it was agreed that coordination by regional and international 
organizations working on trade facilitation was beneficial to the countries in 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

• The participants offered some of the following recommendations to 
strengthen cooperation and coordination between the organizations. The 
meeting agreed:
– That a study on the linkages and synergies of regional development initiatives on trade 

facilitation in the Asia-Pacific region would be beneficial; 

– That organizations would circulate amongst each other their ongoing work and guidelines on 
National Trade Facilitation Committees;

– To share more information on national level activities to foster collaboration and avoid 
duplication;

– To expand the membership of ROC-TF to include other international organizations, such as the 
WTO, APEC, bilateral development partners/donors, and private sector actors in the region 
such as ICC and Pan Asian e-Commerce Alliance (PAA);

– To explore the possibility of expanding the yearly meetings to more than one day;

– To consider new mechanisms to improve coordination and exchange of information, such a 
group e-mail, interactive calendar, more frequent emails and event reminders;

– To continue the dissemination of the ROC-TF annual calendar and bi-annual newsletter. The 
ROC-TF Organizations are encouraged to provide timely input (regarding their projects, 
activities, publications, achievements) for the ROC-TF newsletter and calendar.



Improving the Mechanism

• Existing tools:

• Newsletter: 

• Calendar: 

• Coordinating the work of ROC-TF member 

organizations around thematic/ strategic objectives

• Common areas of Trade Facilitation such as capacity 

building on TFA

• Joint research/publication
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