
1.1 Introduction and background in Chapter 1, Chapter 2
highlights the major cause for concern about
road safety problem in the Asia-Pacific region
and indicates recent trends in road accidents
and the factors influencing road safety. Part II
contains Chapters 3, 4 and 5. Chapter 3
discusses the coordinated approach to road
safety activities and interventions (Stage I).
Chapter 4 shows how priority action plans can
be prepared and financed (Stage II). It further
discusses the development of five-year road

safety programmes. Chapter 5 then
demonstrates how those five-year programmes
can be devised and how such plans can be
monitored to improve the likelihood of
successful implementation (Stage III). Part III
presents a nlJmber of annexes to provide
examples of road safety action plan monitoring
frameworks and details about implementation of
a typical successful action plan.

Road safety problems are increasing in
many ESCAP member countries and effective
action needs to be taken if the situation is not to
continue deteriorating. Over 235,000 people die
in road accidents each year in the Asia-Pacific
region and within 10 years this will increase to
450,000 people per year unless effective action
is taken.

Experience in various developing countries
around the world has demonstrated that safety
problems need to be tackled in a
comprehensive and coordinated manner in
order to achieve success. It has also been
shown that different types of intervention are
effective at different stages of a country's
development in safety and that the problem
needs to be addressed within a systematic and
strategic plan to maximize benefits.

1.3 Approach to safety improvement
Considerable experience has been gained

in developing countries which have already
attempted to implement road safety action plans
and programmes -some very successful!y and
others with less success. This experience has
been summarized and encapsulated as far as
possible in these guidelines. Road safety
related work done by Ross Silcock, the
Transport Research Laboratory, international
institutions and development banks, which are
often involved in financing such road safety
action plans and programmes, were also

extensively consulted in the preparation of this
publication.

Different countries are at different stages of
development in terms of recognizing and
addressing their road safety problems. Unless a
country is at an appropriate stage of
development (with respect to road safety issues)
it can be difficult to mobilize the necessary

political commitment for action in the field of
road safety or to implement particular types of
intervention in a country. It is necessary to
develop and implement appropriate types of
intervention to match the willingness of the
society to take action.

Part II of this publication demonstrates how
safety activities can be developed by
implementing intervention in the three stages:

This publication is aimed at senior decision
makers and politicians with direct responsibility
for developing and implementing road safety
action plans. It seeks to provide a useful source
of reference for countries facing growing safety
problems. It covers all major phases and
activities necessary at each stage in the
implementation of effective Road Safety
Guidelines for Asia and the Pacific published by
the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

Stage Development
approach

of a coordinated

Stage II: Development and implementation of
priority action plan

Stage III: Implementation of five-year national
road safety programmes

1.2 Structure and content

The activities necessary during each stage
are outlined and guidance on funding to cover
technical assistance and intervention is
provided.

Part
Chapters

of this publication consists of
and 2. Following the introduction
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